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Inspection of a good school: Osborne
Nursery School

Station Road, Erdington, Birmingham, West Midlands B23 6UB

Inspection date: 10 May 2023

Outcome

Osborne Nursery School continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?

Children come to Osborne Nursery School each day knowing that staff will care for and
look after them. They learn and play in environments that are clean, inviting and well
maintained. Children quickly become absorbed in different activities, which supports them
in their learning.

Children are inquisitive learners. They follow their curiosities in the topics being taught.
For example, when learning about frogs, children were keen to learn more about how
tadpoles grow and develop.

All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND),
experience a wide range of activities. They understand what is expected of them, both in
following routines and in how they learn and play together. Most of the support adults
provide helps children to achieve well.

Staff know each child’s needs well and provide a high level of safety and care. Children
develop trusting relationships with staff. Through daily routines, children learn how to
take turns and share equipment. Children are kind and use words successfully to explain
their feelings.

Parents and carers speak very highly of their school. One comment, typical of many, is:
‘The staff are very caring and nurturing. They take the time to learn about each child and
are always there for support and advice.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?

All children and families are welcomed to Osborne Nursery School. Staff and children
listen carefully to each other. This means that staff know about each child’s interests and
adapt their teaching so that children are keen to learn more. In turn, children acquire



Oféted

knowledge well. For example, in a mud-kitchen activity, a staff member observed what
children wanted to explore and then developed a conversation. This helped the children to
rehearse speech using appropriate words and phrasing. Assessment is used well to plan
next steps.

Staff teach children to become independent learners. At snack time, children choose their
own healthy foods and then wash their own plates. Staff make expectations clear, and
children step up to these. Staff recognise if children find such expectations a little
challenging. In response, they provide sensitive support, which helps children to
participate successfully in their learning. Learning and play are rarely disrupted. Children
behave well, as they unite to play, learn and live together.

All children, including those with SEND, are well supported to be ready for the next stage
of education. Leaders work with staff to quickly spot when a child needs a little extra
help. They put plans in place that enable children with SEND to be successful. The
recently created sensory room, for example, enables children with SEND to learn in a
different space, which is suitable to their needs.

Children enjoy a rich curriculum offer, which helps them to build a wide range of
knowledge. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, leaders reviewed the curriculum. They
made sure that staff help children to build their communication and language skills across
all activities. In the forest school, for example, children willingly practise speaking and
listening with friends and staff. Staff use their training effectively, so children benefit from
frequently taught stories, songs and rhymes. This prepares them well for future work on
reading.

Children learn about the diverse world in which we live. They develop their personal and
social skills successfully. Children learn to cooperate with their peers and adults from
different backgrounds and cultures. The curriculum is planned so that children learn more
about people from different backgrounds as they get older. This prepares children
effectively for future learning.

Staff have thought carefully about children’s learning and play in both the indoor and
outdoor environments. They have created outdoor spaces that encourage children to
practise balancing and running and to develop spatial awareness. Sometimes, when
children explore indoor and outdoor environments, staff do not take the time to revisit
and develop what has been taught earlier within group sessions. This means that valuable
earlier learning is not consolidated as well as it might be.

Staff keenly engage with leaders when looking at ways the school could be improved.
Staff feel valued here. Leaders, including governors, make sure that they listen to staff.

This helps leaders to consider staff workload and well-being. Leaders support staff
effectively.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
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Staff build strong, trusting relationships with parents. This helps staff to support families
and their children, and it keeps them safe. Leaders quickly engage with external agencies
to support those who need help.

Staff know how to report any concerns they might have. Leaders ensure that staff learn
from their training by, for example, being even more vigilant about known safeguarding
concerns in the local area.

The curriculum is carefully planned so that children learn to manage risks in a safe
environment. In the forest school, for example, children learn to handle equipment and
work with fire safely.

Leaders check that newly appointed staff are suitable.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

W Staff do not consistently revisit and extend teaching points during independent learning
and play time. This means that children do not always get the most benefit from their
learning and play during these times. Leaders should ensure that staff know how to
support children’s learning across the day.

Background

When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called an
ungraded inspection, and it is carried out under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We
do not give graded judgements on an ungraded inspection. However, if we find evidence
that a school would now receive a higher or lower grade, then the next inspection will be
a graded inspection, which is carried out under section 5 of the Act. Usually, this is within
one to two years of the date of the ungraded inspection. If we have serious concerns
about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem the ungraded
inspection a graded inspection immediately.

This is the second ungraded inspection since we judged the school to be good in
September 2012.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.
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The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil

premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 103145

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10268896

Type of school Nursery

School category Maintained

Age range of pupils 2to 4

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 141

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Debbie Hill

Headteacher Sharon Eeles

Website www.osbornenurseryschool.co.uk
Date of previous inspection 30 January 2018, under section 8 of the

Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school offers provision to children between the ages of two- and four-years old.
B The school does not use alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic
began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and have taken
that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors spoke to the headteacher and other senior staff. The lead inspector spoke
with a representative from the local authority and members of the governing body.
Inspectors also met with a range of staff.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in communication and language, mathematics and
personal, emotional and social development. For each deep dive, inspectors visited
adult-directed sessions and observed continuous provision, scrutinised curriculum
planning and talked with staff about the way these areas are planned and taught.
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B A range of documentation was also scrutinised, including leaders’ plans to improve the
school, their self-evaluation document and information published on the school’s
website.

B When inspecting safeguarding, inspectors considered the school’s safeguarding policy
and spoke to staff about their understanding. Inspectors spoke to staff about how
safeguarding concerns and incidents are reported.

B Inspectors spoke to parents. Inspectors also took account of parents’ and staff views
via Ofsted’s online surveys.

Inspection team

Jeremy Bird, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Sally Noble Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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