
Inspection of Hanborough Pre-School
The Pavilion, Roosevelt Road, Long Hanborough, WITNEY, Oxfordshire OX29 8JG

Inspection date: 25 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children arrive eager and motivated for a day of exciting and stimulating activities. 
They are greeted warmly and enthusiastically by the extremely nurturing staff. 
Promotion of children's well-being is outstanding and their behaviour is excellent. 
Children develop their confidence and social skills and learn to manage their 
behaviour. There is a strong focus on friendship and kindness, and children are 
taught to have patience and show respect for others.

Books, songs, rhymes and storytelling are a prominent feature of pre-school life. 
Children develop their early literacy skills incredibly well and have access to a 
superb range of books. Staff provide excellent support for all children to initiate 
their own play and use their imagination. For instance, through highly effective 
staff training, children communicate their ideas, thoughts and feelings and learn 
how to manage their emotions. For example, young children are taught to 
introduce themselves to the pretend spider who is very shy. Older children chat 
together as they play. They speak in sentences and their speech is clear. For 
example, children are excited about their findings in the mud kitchen and 
confidently share their findings with the inspector. Children explain they have found 
red ants and talk about he difference between black and red ants.

Early intervention ensures that children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, or children in receipt of additional funding, have the targeted support 
that they need from the very start. Staff quickly work to identify what children's 
needs are and make adaptations in the environment.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The new manager leads the staff team with vision and passion. She has 
embedded a rigorous system to support and monitor the development of staff. 
The dedicated manager coaches and mentors staff to help them confidently 
perform to their full potential. All staff say they really enjoy working here and 
feel exceptionally valued. For example, there have been changes to staff's 
working conditions, which has had a positive impact on their workload. 

n Partnerships with parents are exceptional. From the moment children start at 
the pre-school to the time they move on to school, parents are actively involved 
every step of the way. This creates a true partnership for supporting children's 
learning and development. Parents describe the staff as 'knowledgeable' and 
'professional', and parents say that they 'trust staff implicitly'. Parents report of 
the exceptional communication from pre-school to home. For example, 
information evenings to inform parents of the the importance of children's online 
safety, topic themes, books of the week and activities parents can undertake at 
home to enrich children's learning experiences. 
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n 'The depth of commitment staff show to the children in their care is excellent. 
New children settle remarkably quickly. This is supported by exceptional 
information obtained ahead of children starting. Staff find out about a range of 
information about the children and their families ahead of starting pre-school. In 
addition, staff undertake home visits to meet the children and their families. 
Visits include the manager and the key person for children to establish 
exceptional early bonds with staff, before they even start pre-school. 

n Children rapidly learn from staff about turn taking and sharing. Children's 
behaviour is managed incredibly well. If a child does behave unkindly, they 
receive caring, patient support from staff. This helps children to learn how to 
manage their feelings so they may focus on enjoying their learning and play. 

n Staff plan an exciting and ambitious curriculum for all children in their care. 
Their intentions are clear and unique for each child. Staff have high expectations 
for children's achievements. Staff use their deep understanding of each child to 
guide their learning in a simplistic, but highly effective way. For example, staff 
plan a range of activities outside, with regular visits to their allotment and forest 
school, as well as daily use of the pre-school garden. Staff recognise the 
importance of these rich learning opportunities and identify, for example, how 
not all children have access to an outside area at home.

n Children develop excellent physical skills to improve balance, movement and 
coordination. For example, toddlers learn to develop their fine motor skills as 
they build on these skills using a range of planned activities, such as 'funky 
fingers,' to develop their dexterity. Older children expertly use pens 
demonstrating excellent early writing skills. Staff skilfully challenge children's 
abilities by engaging in activities. For example, children learn to take appropriate 
risk by jumping from crates and learn to balance on beams to further extend 
their skills.

n Pre-school is a highly valued part of the community. Staff use their local contacts 
extremely well to help children begin to understand different people and the 
world around them. They invite a variety of visitors in, to give children rich 
learning experiences. This includes a dentist to support them in their 
understanding of good oral health and children visit the elderly community 
where they sing together regularly. In addition, children enjoyed visits from a 
range of people from the emergency services as well as a local beekeeper and 
farmer, when they were learning about 'people who help us'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a strong culture of safeguarding at the pre-school which is evident in all 
staff's work. The manager, committee and staff have an exceptionally good 
understanding about safeguarding children. They have a depth of knowledge of 
local safeguarding issues and develop close, professional relationships with 
families. Staff are alert to any changes that might indicate that children are at risk 
of harm. When there are concerns about children's welfare, staff work swiftly with 
other professionals to ensure that children remain highly visible through careful 
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monitoring within the pre-school. Close working with safeguarding partners ensures 
that children's welfare and safety are given the highest priority.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 134440

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10289331

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 23

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Hanborough Pre-school Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905235

Telephone number 01993 883178

Date of previous inspection 21 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Hanborough Pre-School registered in 1965. It is located in The Pavilion, in the 
village of Long Hanborough, in Oxfordshire. The pre-school is open from 8.45am to 
3.15pm on weekdays, during term time. There are six members of staff, three of 
whom have childcare qualifications at level 3. The manager holds qualified teacher 
status. The pre-school is in receipt of funding to provide free early education to 
children aged two, three and four years, as well as early years pupil premium.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Perkin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager through all areas of 
the premises used by the children. 

n Parents shared their views through written and verbal feedback. The inspector 
took account of these views.

n The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views. 

n The manager carried out a joint observation with the inspector.
n During the inspection, the inspector held a meeting with the manager and the 

nominated individual. The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as 
evidence of the suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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