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School
Barnett Wood Pre-School, 213 Barnett Wood Lane, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 2DF

Inspection date: 12 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children arrive at the setting happily as they say goodbye to their parents. They 
thoroughly enjoy their time in this exceptionally welcoming and nurturing pre-
school. They form incredibly strong emotional attachments with their peers and the 
staff. Children demonstrate that they feel safe and secure in their environment. 
They confidently seek out their peers and adults to join them in their play. Children 
receive reassurance from extremely warm and caring staff. As a result, children 
have respect for each other and delight in helping each other achieve tasks. 
Children receive constant praise for their achievements. This supports their self-
esteem and positive attitude to learning.

Children are incredibly well behaved and show high levels of motivation. They fully 
immerse themselves in exciting and highly stimulating play. Children benefit from 
an exciting curriculum, which has been specifically designed to meet their individual 
needs. Staff know the children incredibly well and meticulously offer opportunities 
that help children experience awe and wonder. Children benefit from a rich set of 
experiences that promote their understanding of the community and people in it. 
For example, children are thrilled to explore a mystery box delivered by the 
firefighters before the real fire engine arrives.

Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive support 
at the highest level. Staff work incredibly closely with parents and other 
professionals to ensure a highly successful, collaborative approach. Staff are 
extremely effective in working with parents and other professionals. This ensures 
that all children get the high quality, targeted support they need.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has developed an exceptionally strong staff team, and staff are 
dedicated to providing the best care and education for the children. Staff are 
highly skilled and knowledgeable in child development. They are swift in 
identifying early development concerns. Staff, parents and other professionals 
work incredibly well together and plan and implement early interventions. This 
enables all children to make the best possible progress.

n Staff have high aspirations for all the children. They use their experience to 
skilfully assess children's levels of development. Staff use this evidence to plan 
and deliver exemplary, stimulating activities that build on children's existing 
knowledge and skills. As a result, children are deeply engaged and have high 
levels of concentration. 

n Teaching is excellent. Staff provide consistently high-quality interactions with 
children. They especially place great emphasis on developing children's 
vocabulary. Consequently, children play and learn in a language-rich 
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environment, where they constantly hear new words. For example, they explore 
what 'fluorescent' means.

n The environment is meticulously planned and meets the needs of individual 
children. The children self-select resources and enjoy uninterrupted play. As a 
result, children test out new ideas while they explore an abundance of 
stimulating resources. For example, children cut up real vegetables during role 
play, engaging all their senses and sparking their curiosity. 

n The manager has a rigorous training plan for the staff team. This deepens staff's 
already excellent understanding of how to support children to learn and develop. 
For example, targeted training has helped staff to broaden their understanding 
of how to support children's play outdoors. Staff use the knowledge they have 
gained in their exemplary practice to enhance the outdoor provision. Therefore, 
children have many outdoor opportunities to practise their physical skills. For 
example, children build on their core strength and determination as they 
navigate the obstacle course they have built using natural resources available.

n Parent partnership is an extremely high priority at the pre-school. Parents praise 
the staff team and the high standards of teaching. For example, a parent 
comments that children make 'remarkable' progress at the pre-school. Parents 
benefit from carefully planned workshops delivered by the manager and staff. 
For instance, the most recent courses covered strategies to use with fussy 
eaters, child behaviour and supporting children with speech delay. This is 
extremely effective in strengthening the learning environment both at home and 
in the setting.

n The manager actively engages with the local community to plan experiences for 
the children. This gives all children opportunities that they may not always have 
access to at home. For instance, children enjoy going to the post office, visit the 
train station and feed the ducks at the local pond. As a result, children build on 
their knowledge and understanding of the world around them. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is of paramount importance. All staff go through a secure recruitment 
process to ensure their suitability to work with children. The manager conducts 
regular checks to ensure the staff's continuing suitability. Staff know and 
understand their responsibility to protect children. They undergo regular 
safeguarding training and are quick to involve external agencies as needed. Staff 
can recognise the signs and symptoms of abuse and know what to do if there is a 
concern about a child or a colleague. All staff demonstrate a good knowledge of 
radicalisation and exploitation. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY440673

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10280703

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 44

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Barnett Wood Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531309

Telephone number 01372279584

Date of previous inspection 14 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

Barnett Wood Pre-School registered in 1993. The setting operates in Ashtead, 
Surrey. The pre-school is open from 8.30am to 3pm on Monday to Thursday, and 
8.30am to 12.15pm on Friday, term time only. The provider receives funding to 
provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. There are 
14 permanent members of staff. All except three hold relevant childcare 
qualifications at level 2 or above, including one who has early years teacher status. 
There are also six temporary members of staff.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Fountain
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider. 

n The nursery manager and the inspector completed a tour of the setting, both 
indoors and outdoors, to understand how the early years provision and 
curriculum are organised. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this had on children's learning. 

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation during key group 
activities. 

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection. Parents and 
carers shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with SEND.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the 
suitability of the staff working in the nursery and a selection of other records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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