
Inspection of Natures Nursery (Ascot)
The Meridian House, London Road, Sunninghill, ASCOT, Berkshire SL5 0PL

Inspection date: 24 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children separate from their parents and settle quickly to play in the welcoming 
environment. They show that they are happy at the nursery. Children are confident 
in selecting their own activities and busy themselves with their peers. Staff remind 
them to share as they play with coloured bricks. This helps children of all ages play 
well together. Children learn to manage their feelings and regulate their behaviour, 
with effective support from staff. They listen intently to staff and follow 
instructions. Children are engaged in purposeful play and show they are developing 
good levels of attention. 

Children have daily opportunities to spend time in the woodland area. Staff support 
them to learn about self-care as they get dressed in appropriate clothing to keep 
them cool in the sun. Children have lots of opportunities to be physically active. For 
example, older children delight in yoga sessions as they practice poses they have 
learned. They learn about healthy lifestyles as they talk about exercise and how it 
helps oxygen get into their lungs. Younger children concentrate for sustained 
periods when they explore play dough. They are curious about the texture and try 
to pick it up carefully with their fingers. All children make good progress from their 
starting points. This includes children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. Children's individual needs are supported through well-planned 
strategies, to help ensure that all children can access all aspects of the curriculum.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There has been a change of management since the last inspection. The current 
managers are reflective and have worked hard to implement the changes 
required. They have embraced the support offered by the local authority. 
Managers have sourced appropriate training opportunities for the staff team to 
help staff develop their practice. The whole team is motivated and continues to 
reflect on the service the nursery provides.

n Children make good progress in their learning. They benefit from a planned 
curriculum of activities and experiences, indoors and outdoors, that is adapted 
well to suit their individual needs and abilities. The curriculum builds on what 
children already know and can do and considers their interests and what they 
need to learn next. 

n Staff follow children's interests when planning new activities. This ensures that 
children are interested and motivated to learn. For example, after listening to 
the story 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt', children are delighted to go on a pretend 
bear hunt in the outside area. This helps to build on their early literacy skills.

n Staff support children's emerging communication and language skills well. They 
provide a narrative as children play and work hard to help ensure that children 
have opportunities to hear new vocabulary. Staff make effective use of visual 

Inspection report: Natures Nursery (Ascot)
24 May 2023 2



cues when communicating with children. They ask questions to help extend 
children's learning. However, staff do not always give children enough time to 
think and respond to questions to allow them to share their knowledge and 
understanding.

n Parents speak very highly of the nursery. Staff include parents in their children's 
learning and care, including sharing information about what their child enjoys 
doing at the nursery and school transitions. Parents feel well informed about 
their children's progress and how to support them at home.

n Children are cared for in a safe and secure environment. The managers and staff 
complete regular risk assessments of all areas of the setting. However, children 
are not consistently supported to identify risks in their own play. They do not 
fully understand the potential hazards in their actions and the effects these 
could have on themselves and others.

n Children enjoy taking care of the plants at the setting, and staff support them to 
develop their knowledge and understanding of the natural world.

n Staff benefit from regular supervision, and there are effective systems in place 
for providing them with feedback on the quality of teaching and learning. This 
supports the continuous improvement of standards of education and care in the 
setting.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a good understanding of their roles and responsibilities to 
safeguard children. Recent child protection training helps to ensure that they have 
a clear understanding of the signs and symptoms which may indicate that a child is 
at risk of harm. Managers have developed information cards for all staff so that key 
safeguarding information is always available to them, including relevant phone 
numbers. Staff know the whistle-blowing procedure and the procedures to follow if 
they have a concern about a child in their care. Robust recruitment and vetting 
procedures are in place to ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review support for staff to develop their questioning techniques to further help 
and encourage children's communication and language skills

n support children's knowledge of their personal safety by consistently 
encouraging them to explore why certain actions and behaviours can be 
hazardous to themselves and others.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY404137

Local authority Windsor and Maidenhead

Inspection number 10277440

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 88

Number of children on roll 115

Name of registered person Nature's Nursery (Ascot) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP528072

Telephone number 01344 625070

Date of previous inspection 17 January 2023

Information about this early years setting

Nature's Nursery (Ascot) registered in 2010 and is open from 8am to 6pm, Monday 
to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays and Christmas. The nursery 
receives funding for the provision of free early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children. There are 19 members of staff working directly with the children, 
nine of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Boparai
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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