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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are made to feel safe, secure and very welcome by the kind and nurturing
staff. Children receive all the support they need to settle and enjoy their time at
pre-school. Staff are extremely sensitive to the needs of those children who find
the transition from home to pre-school more difficult. Staff adapt routines and work
closely with parents to meet the specific needs of these children. As a result, they
learn to enjoy pre-school as much as their peers and make really good progress
with their social skills. Children behave well. They benefit from being cared for by
staff who consistently model good manners, such as how to greet visitors. Staff
know the value of children understanding what happens when, and why. They
embed routines effectively and, as a result, children cooperate with them swiftly
and happily. This enhances the fun, yet purposeful and orderly, atmosphere.

Staff want all children to achieve to their best ability, including children who may
need extra help to do so. Children benefit from taking part in an effective mix of
adult-led and child-initiated learning experiences, planned to prepare them well for
the next stage in their learning. Children are especially well supported in their
personal, social and emotional development. Staff are very effective in helping
children learn to share, take turns and understand how they and others may be
feeling.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff support children's developing language very well. They understand how
important it is for children to be able to express their opinions and thoughts.
Staff enter into thoughtful conversations with children. They carefully listen and
respond to what children say. Children learn new words and develop well into
confident communicators.

m Staff plan well so that children have lots of opportunities to listen to stories and
look at books. Children experience stories in different ways. For example, they
hear stories read to them, see stories signed to them and work with staff to re-
enact stories using props. Through this fun and effective approach, children
become familiar with how stories are structured, remember what they have
learnt and develop a love of books.

m Staff provide lots of resources to develop children's large-muscle skills. Staff
understand how important physical exercise is to children's overall health and
development. They teach some of these skills in a structured way and children
learn to use some equipment with confidence. For example, staff teach children
how to use balance bikes. However, staff do not always notice when children
need help to learn how to use some other large equipment. As a result, some
children avoid these activities or do not persevere in trying to master new skills.

B The manager and staff plan themes throughout the year. However, they do not
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clearly identify what they want children to learn about the topic being explored.
Staff do use these experiences well to extend other aspects of learning, such as
mathematical understanding. However, they are less successful at ensuring that
children learn useful knowledge about the topic being taught.

m Children develop lots of useful independence skills. This is because staff carefully
thread this aspect of learning through daily routines. For example, staff have
recently reviewed and improved snack times so children have more opportunities
to do things for themselves.

m Children are developing well into curious and inquisitive learners. Staff ensure
that children's learning is not interrupted unnecessarily. They notice children's
interests and join in with their play in ways that encourage children to keep
exploring and trying out their own ideas.

B Parents cannot speak highly enough of the staff. They are especially
complimentary of the support staff give as they navigate the pathways to any
additional support their children may need. These partnerships are used
especially effectively to assess children's progress. Staff involve parents closely
in building an accurate picture of children's development. This enables everyone
to work together to further extend children's learning.

B The manager and staff act with great integrity, putting the children's best
interests at the centre of their decision-making. This is especially apparent in
how they use any additional funding that children may be entitled to. Staff
ensure that this money is used in ways that really help these children learn and
feel part of life at the pre-school.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that all staff have a secure understanding of the signs that
may indicate a child is at risk of harm. Staff can confidently talk about the signs of
potential abuse. They know what to do with any such concerns. This includes
having a clear understanding of the need to escalate concerns beyond leaders at
the pre-school if needed. Staff understand local reporting structures and who to
contact and when. There are robust recruitment processes in place to ensure that
those employed to work with children are suitable to do so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W provide children with more focused support to gain the skills and confidence
they need to use large equipment safely, confidently and purposefully, to
enhance their physical development further

W identify more precisely the intended learning for some activities, so staff can
focus their teaching more effectively on helping children learn well about the
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topic being taught.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

507959

Hampshire

10285571

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Sessional day care

2to4

20
31
Jiminy Cricket's Pre-School Committee

RP903136

01189 810333
11 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Jiminy Crickets Pre-School registered in 1990. It operates from Ashford Hill Cricket
Club, Thatcham, Berkshire. It is open 9am to 3pm, Monday to Thursday, and 9am
to 1pm on Friday, term time only. The provider receives funding for the provision
of free early education for children aged two, three and four years. The provider
employs seven members of staff, one of whom holds qualified teacher status and
six of whom hold recognised childcare qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley

Inspection report: Jiminy Crickets Pre-School

23 May 2023



Oféted

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk together and
discussed the early years curriculum.

B The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation.

B Parents and children shared their views and the inspector took these into
account.

B The inspector held meetings with the manager and representatives of the
provider to find out about the leadership and management of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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