
Inspection of Stars Day Nurseries Ltd 
t/a Shining Stars Pre-School Nursery
101 Garton End Road, PETERBOROUGH PE1 4EZ

Inspection date: 23 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children receive an exceptionally high standard of teaching at the setting and 
develop a love of learning from a young age. They demonstrate what they know 
and can remember by reflecting on their previous learning, and connecting it with 
what they are learning now. For example, children begin planting cress in the 
flower beds outdoors. They tell staff that they planted the seeds in the pot. 
Children recall watering the flowers and talk about what they need to help them 
grow. They fill watering cans from the tap and water their plants, and talk about 
the sun shining. Staff ask children open-ended questions to encourage and support 
their critical thinking skills.

Children are independent learners. They wash their own hands and use the 
bathroom independently. Children sit down for snack and use knives to cut up their 
fruit, developing their fine motor skills and hand-to-eye coordination. They are 
confident and proud of their achievements. Children share their experiences with 
peers, staff and visitors. They are friendly to each other and enjoy each other's 
company. When children do not want to share, staff are close by to support them. 
They skilfully remind them of being kind to others and of taking turns. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The setting has implemented a curriculum highly focused on the needs of the 
children who attend. Communication and language development is embedded 
throughout practice, giving children the opportunities they need to develop an 
extremely secure foundation for their next stage of learning. 

n Staff provide children with a range of trips in the local environment. Children 
regularly visit the local church, mosque and care home throughout the year. This 
helps them to learn about modern Britain. Children understand and appreciate 
the different people they meet and are excited by new experiences. 

n The interactions between children and staff are exceptional. Staff interactions 
contribute to delivering the intent of the curriculum. Staff prioritise children's 
language and communication development, using stories and singing to engage 
children. Staff use fantastic expressions and talk to the children throughout 
stories. Children listen carefully, following the pictures, captivated by staff's 
reading. 

n Staff provide children with a language-rich environment. They talk to children 
about their interests and what they have been doing at home. Children who 
speak English as an additional language quickly gain confidence and begin 
communicating. This is due to the high-quality interactions between staff and 
children. Staff skilfully support children's understanding of English and teach 
new vocabulary during their play. Children listen to staff and repeat and practise 
words. Staff introduce new words, such as 'gooey' and 'sticky', when playing 
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with the play dough. Therefore, children learn new words rapidly and expand 
their vocabulary, giving them a rich understanding of language.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported to an 
exceptionally high standard. Staff provide one-to-one support when needed. 
They know and understand children's needs and provide parents with ongoing 
feedback regarding their child's development. Staff work closely with parents 
and other professionals to provide children with a high level of support and 
teaching. This gives children opportunities to learn new skills quickly.

n Communication between staff and parents is excellent. Staff share ongoing 
information regarding children's development, and therefore parents know and 
understand what their children are learning. Parents are provided with 
consultations every term, and staff talk to parents about any concerns they may 
have. Staff provide home-learning packs for children to share at home, 
supporting children's learning both at home and in the setting. 

n The exceptionally strong management team provide staff with ongoing support 
and guidance. Staff feel appreciated and supported in the workplace and enjoy 
working for the company. There is a strict recruitment process in place that 
checks the suitability of all staff.  New staff are provided with a robust induction 
programme and training needs are identified immediately. The manager carries 
out regular supervision and  regularly checks staff's ongoing suitability 
throughout their employment.    

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have an excellent understanding of how to keep children safe from harm. 
They confidently discuss the signs of abuse and neglect. There is a robust 
procedure in place that all staff follow if they have concerns about a child. They 
attend regular safeguarding training, including how to recognise if a child is being 
exposed to extremist views. The management team provide ongoing training and 
support for all staff and ensure they are confident to report any concerns regarding 
another member of the team. Staff contact the local authorities designated person 
to report these concerns. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY419583

Local authority Peterborough

Inspection number 10285463

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Stars Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905087

Telephone number 01733-746364

Date of previous inspection 6 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Shining Stars Pre-school Nursery, t/a Shining Stars Pre-School Nursery was 
registered in 2010. The nursery employs six members of childcare staff. All staff 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above, including the 
manager, who holds a level 6 qualification. Sessions are Monday to Friday, from 
9am until 3pm, and extra hours are available between 8am and 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Vikki Reynolds
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provision. 

n The manager and director joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to 
the inspector about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between the staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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