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5EB

Inspection date: 23 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time at this warm and friendly pre-school. They develop strong 
bonds with staff who know them well and give them their full attention. Children 
make good progress in their personal, social and emotional development as staff 
support them to feel safe and enthusiastic about their learning. Children are well 
behaved and happy. They show respect for adults and other children. For instance, 
children put away resources after they finish playing with them to prevent trip 
hazards. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) thrive 
from the consistent routines that they become familiar with, for example when it is 
time to go outside.

Staff have a clear focus for the curriculum and plan well to help children be ready 
for their future learning at school. Staff have high expectations for all children. 
They promptly identified children that need additional support and put strategies in 
place to help them. Children benefit from staff's experience and teamwork. 
Children are highly motivated as they learn about concepts such as heavy and 
light, float and sink. They excitedly find objects to experiment with. They make 
predictions as they patiently wait for their turn to put their objects in water. 
Children make good progress from their starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff deliver activities that focus on children's individual interests. They provide a 
welcoming and inclusive pre-school. Staff ensure all children have full access to 
the curriculum. They adapt activities to meet the needs of each child. For 
example, when providing a wet sensory dinosaur activity, they provide an 
additional dry version. This is so that children with SEND that dislike getting their 
hands messy can also benefit from the exploration of textures and language. 
Staff support children well to increase their vocabulary.

n Staff promote a love of reading. They provide an entertaining story time that 
immerses the children. Staff use puppets to capture children's attention, discuss 
emotions and teach them about behaviour expectations. Children relish these 
experiences and demonstrate good listening and attention.

n Staff place an emphasis on supporting children's communication and language 
development. They ask questions and give children time to think and respond. 
They also encourage children to use sign language. Staff pay particular attention 
to how they pronounce words themselves. They are careful to speak slowly and 
provide clear and regular demonstrations for children. All children make good 
progress with their communication and language.

n Staff work closely with parents and other agencies to ensure there is a 
consistent approach to children's care and learning. They ensure all children and 
their families are very well supported. Parents are positive about staff and their 
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children's experiences at the setting. Staff use online apps and daily 
conversations to gain and share information about children's needs, daily 
activities and progress. Staff ensure parents know their opinions matter and 
encourage their feedback. 

n Children gain skills that prepare them well for their future learning at school. 
They develop independence as they take responsibility for their own belongings. 
They learn how to manage some of their own self-care needs. For example, they 
put on their shoes and peel bananas at snack time.

n Staff support children to develop their self-esteem as well as a positive attitude 
to their learning. For example, children are resilient as they persist at the 
challenge of using stilts. Staff recognise when children need encouragement or 
support. They praise children as they attempt or master new skills. 

n The manager discusses and reflects on practice with staff daily. She ensures 
mandatory training is up to date. However, professional development 
opportunities are not targeted as well as they could be to improve the 
curriculum for children's imagination and creativity. Additionally, staff do not 
consistently provide children with experiences that help them to learn more 
about other people, communities and families different from their own.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated safeguarding lead (DSL) ensures staff's safeguarding training is 
regularly updated. Staff understand the signs and symptoms that indicate a child 
may be at risk of harm. The DSL maintains a clear process for recording and 
reporting concerns to the appropriate agency. The pre-school is secure, and staff 
ensure both the inside and outdoor areas are risk assessed so that children can 
play safely. Children are well supervised. They learn to keep themselves safe and 
manage appropriate challenges, for example when using the climbing and 
balancing equipment.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n target staff's professional development opportunities to extend their delivery of 
the curriculum for children's imagination and creativity 

n develop the curriculum further to help children learn about other communities, 
people and families different from their own.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 143067

Local authority Somerset

Inspection number 10289554

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 23

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person
Bishops Hull Community Playgroup 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523024

Telephone number 07926919781

Date of previous inspection 29 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Bishops Hull Preschool is a committee-run pre-school which opened in 1992. It 
operates independently from within Bishops Hull Primary School, in the village of 
Bishops Hull on the outskirts of Taunton. The setting opens Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 9am to midday, and Tuesday and Thursday from 9am to 3.15pm, 
during term times only. The setting receives early education funding for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. It employs five members of staff to work with 
children. Of these, one has an early years degree, one holds a level 4 qualification 
and three hold level 3 qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Catherine Parker-Johns
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the manager to establish the 
priorities for the curriculum and learning intent.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to staff and observed the interactions between them and 
the children.

n The manager and inspector jointly observed an activity together and evaluated 
the quality of teaching and its impact on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents to gain their views and feedback about the pre-
school.

n The inspector interacted and chatted with children during the inspection to find 
out about their interests and activities.

n The inspector observed children to establish what it is like for them at the pre-
school.

n The manager held a discussion with the inspector about the leadership and 
management of the pre-school.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of Disclosure 
and Barring Service checks and first-aid certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Bishops Hull Preschool
23 May 2023 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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