
Inspection of Playkidds
345 Moorside Road, Manchester M27 9HH

Inspection date: 23 May 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive excitedly and rush into this vibrant club. They are brought from 
school by kind and enthusiastic staff, who know them well. Children are 
emotionally secure and settle well. They quickly become engrossed in play and 
exploration. Staff set up the room based on a current theme. Children eagerly 
engage in animated pretend play at the role-play police station. Some well-planned 
activities help children to learn to cross the road safely. For example, children wait 
for a friend to turn the stop-and-go sign around and show the green traffic light 
before crossing the road. Children immerse themselves in games which promote 
their awareness of the emergency services. This helps them to develop important 
life skills ready for the future. 

Children are familiar with the consistent routines and understand the club rules. 
These include to use kind hands and kind feet. Children behave very well as they 
know what is expected of them. Children are caring and well mannered. They 
speak to others with kindness and interactions are of a high quality. Older children 
help younger children to dress in superhero costumes. Children cheer on their 
peers when they succeed during a computer game. Relationships are strong.

Children demonstrate positive attitudes towards their play. They develop many 
skills to support school learning. Children concentrate while expertly using scissors 
to snip coloured dough. They use creativity and imagination as they follow their 
own ideas to make their models. Children are keen to share their creations with 
their friends. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are passionate about their vision. They want every child to flourish 
through play. Leaders and staff work hard to give the children the very best 
experiences. The ethos of 'working together to help young minds grow', runs 
throughout this high-quality setting. Leaders' capacity to bring about change and 
drive forward improvement is good. They reflect on practice and are continually 
looking at ways to further enhance the good quality provided. 

n Staff and children celebrate a range of festivals. Staff encourage children's 
awareness of different countries, including Spain, Brazil and Africa. Activities, 
such as these, help children to become aware of their own community and the 
wider world. Children are beginning to recognise what makes them unique. 
Children's similarities and differences are accepted and celebrated. Staff are 
trained to identify if a child requires a little more support. This means any 
additional help is implemented swiftly and all children are included and involved.  

n Children are provided with healthy snacks. They confidently talk about the food 
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they eat and discuss becoming healthy. Even young children know to wash their 
hands before eating and help themselves to drinks from the water station. 
Leaders have devised their own books to promote children's awareness of 
healthy lifestyle choices. These books are used to support the activities and 
routines adopted. Children are helped to develop an understanding of the 
benefits of good health and hygiene practices.

n A range of high-quality opportunities and experiences are provided by staff. The 
environment is a hive of activity. Staff take great pride in organising the play 
areas to entice children and capture their imaginations. Children also devise their 
own activities and games. For example, boys enjoy playing a game where they 
swap picture cards, based on a current interest. Children also choose to rest in 
the relaxing book area after their busy school day. 

n Partnership working is good. Links with local primary schools are in place and 
are being strengthened further. Staff want to gather more detailed information 
about all children's learning in school. Parents praise the setting and staff and 
say that their children do not want to leave. However, parents would like more 
precise feedback on individual children's experiences in order to complement 
school learning.

n Leaders prioritise staff well-being. They ensure that staff workload is 
manageable. Staff say that leaders are hugely supportive and the staff team are 
like a family. Staff receive relevant support and coaching during regular 
supervision sessions. A lot of focus has been on giving staff the confidence and 
skills they require. All staff attend mandatory training, such as safeguarding. 
Leaders strive for excellence. They are continually looking at ways to continue to 
raise the already strong staff practice. For example, they outsource specific 
training to ensure staff have exactly what they need.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The premises are safe and suitable for childcare. Risk assessments are effective 
and staff teach children about keeping themselves safe, for example, during a road 
safety awareness session. Staff attend child protection training and keep up to date 
with changes in policy and practice. Leaders ensure that staff understand 
safeguarding issues, such as how to identify signs of domestic violence. Staff are 
aware of the referral procedure and know the steps to take if they are concerned 
with the conduct of a colleague. Recruitment and vetting systems are robust. 
Mealtime procedures have recently been strengthened. For example, staff check 
food contents to ensure that foods provided for children are suitable. Effective 
systems are in place to check the identification of visitors and no unauthorised 
person can gain entry to the premises. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY500806

Local authority Salford

Inspection number 10291820

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 91

Name of registered person Koolkarts Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906486

Telephone number 01617281671

Date of previous inspection 12 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Playkidds registered in 2016. The club currently employs six members of staff. Of 
these, three hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 3, one holds a 
playwork qualification at level 3 and two staff are unqualified. The club opens 
Monday to Friday, between 7am and 5.30pm, during school holidays and from 7am 
to 9am and from 3pm to 5.30pm, during the school term time. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Layla Davies
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the club.

n The nominated individual and the inspector had a learning walk around the club, 
to determine the organisation and planning of activities.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children as they 
engaged with activities.

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 
the suitability and training of staff.

n The inspector held discussions with leaders, staff and children at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection.

n The inspector conducted a joint observation of a play activity with the nominated 
individual.

n Parents' views were obtained by the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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