
Inspection of Cherry Tree Day Nursery
7 Lodge Road, Yate, Bristol BS37 7LE

Inspection date: 17 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and babies are warmly welcomed by a friendly, nurturing staff team. 
Children develop trusting relationships with staff, who care for them. They accept 
hugs and reassurance to help them settle. Children show that they feel safe and 
secure. Children are confident and motivated to learn and show they are curious 
and inquisitive in their play. Babies concentrate for sustained periods when they 
explore natural resources. They are curious about this new texture and try to pick 
it up carefully with their fingers. Toddlers have fun exploring the different textures 
and sizes of shells. They extend their vocabulary, learning new words such as 
'spiky' and 'smooth'. These activities help to strengthen the small muscles in their 
hands in readiness for early mark making.

All children have daily opportunities to spend time in the outdoor area. They are 
supported to learn about self-care by getting dressed in appropriate footwear and 
clothing. Older children develop their physical skills as they ride trikes, climb tyres 
and wash the ride-on cars. Older babies enjoy running and playing in the water, 
mud and sand. Children learn to behave well and show respect for staff, the 
learning environment, visitors and each other.

The motivated management team designs a varied curriculum, putting children at 
its centre. Staff work well together and have positive discussions about children 
and the progress they make. From this, they have a good understanding of how 
children learn and how to prepare them for their next stage of learning in their 
education.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team and staff support children's developing communication 
and language skills well. They introduce new words as children play, which helps 
to build on children's vocabulary and understanding. They give children time to 
think and respond to questions. Babies enjoy moving their bodies as staff sing 
nursery rhymes. Older children and some toddlers are keen to ask questions. 
Children of school age have additional time for small-group work, where they 
learn how to recall stories and learn about people in the community, which helps 
to prepare them for their eventual move to school.

n Staff identify and take effective steps to help close gaps in children's learning. 
They know the importance of supporting children's additional needs and working 
with outside professionals when needed. Staff have good partnerships with local 
agencies. This helps them to work together successfully in support of children 
and their families. All children, including children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities and those in receipt of additional funding, make good 
progress from their individual starting points.
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n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents know about what their children are 
learning at nursery through the online system and daily communication. Support 
information, such as toilet training, and discussions between parents and staff 
help parents to extend their children's learning at home. Parents comment that 
their children are happy and enjoy attending the nursery.

n The management team demonstrates good self-evaluation procedures, and 
managers continually reflect with staff and parents on their practice. The 
management team provides staff support through regular one-to-one meetings, 
and staff report that managers show an awareness of workload and staff well-
being. However, the management team does not have consistent supervision 
practices in place to support and train staff to provide continuous improvement 
to the quality of teaching, to further benefit children's learning. 

n All children have good opportunities to make their own decisions about who, 
what and where they want to play. Staff teach children to make choices and 
encourage them to take risks and do things for themselves. For example, older 
children vote for which story they would like read.

n Children enjoy mealtimes, which are social events. Staff promote and encourage 
healthy eating and support children to develop their independence. For instance, 
they help young children to make food choices and provide them with small 
tasks, such as carrying their plates to the table. Staff are aware of children's 
dietary needs and preferences. Good personal hygiene practices are in place. 
Children routinely wash their hands before eating and use good manners.

n All children take part in some one-to-one sessions, small-group work and adult-
led activities, which are age-appropriate. However, when babies move from one 
activity to the next, they sometimes become distracted and disengaged, as the 
changeover often takes too long, which does not always support their emotional 
development effectively.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their responsibilities to keep children safe. They teach children to 
risk assess the premises and outdoor environment to check they are safe and 
secure. Leaders and staff show a good knowledge of child protection issues and 
know how to respond promptly and appropriately when concerns arise about the 
welfare of a child in their care. Staff attend regular safeguarding and child 
protection training and have good opportunities to refresh their knowledge on a 
regular basis. Staff are aware that some families may be vulnerable to extreme 
views or ideas. Robust recruitment procedures ensure that appropriate checks are 
completed to determine the suitability of employees.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n provide effective supervisions to support, coach and train staff to provide 
continuous improvement to benefit children

n adapt daily routines for babies, particularly when moving between activities, to 
further support their emotional development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 135969

Local authority South Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10289182

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 37

Number of children on roll 63

Name of registered person Mullen, Jeanette Mary

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513104

Telephone number 01454 228665

Date of previous inspection 15 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Cherry Tree Day Nursery registered in 1995. It operates from Yate, South 
Gloucestershire. The nursery is open each weekday, from 8am to 6pm, for 51 
weeks of the year. The nursery employs 12 members of staff. Two hold early years 
professional status, and eight hold a qualification at level 3. Two members of staff 
are unqualified. The nursery receives free early years funding for two-, three- and 
four-year olds. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Cook
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
management team and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting.

n The inspector observed staff interactions with the children, indoors and 
outdoors, to assess the impact this has on children's development.

n The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff and children at 
appropriate times during the inspection. 

n The inspector looked at a sample of documents. This included evidence of staff 
suitability and training.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day. 
n The inspector completed a learning walk across all areas of the setting and 

outside play areas to understand how the provision is organised. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager to assess 

teaching standards.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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