
Inspection of Sparkling Angels Day 
Nursery & Preschool
LINGWOOD CLINIC, 20 Victoria Road, Stanford Le Hope SS17 0HS

Inspection date: 18 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are greeted at the door by familiar staff. Once inside children hang up 
their coats and quickly engage in play with their friends. Children show that they 
feel safe and secure. Babies reach out their arms for reassurance when they need 
it. Older children confidently invite visitors and staff into their play. For example, 
children ask visitors to smell the different aromas of their play dough creations.

Children enjoy their time in the garden. They work together with their friends to 
transport water from a tray into the bamboo guttering. They pour the water in the 
top and watch it cascade down. Children try and catch the water with small 
buckets exploring capacity, as the water overflows. Toddlers giggle with delight as 
they blow bubbles with staff's guidance. Staff support babies to crawl towards 
them and give them the space to practise their walking.

Children use their large muscles and develop their hand-to-eye coordination as 
they practise throwing balls into large tyre targets, showing increasing accuracy. 
Children enjoy being creative as they decorate a cardboard box. They eagerly climb 
inside, pretending it is a bus. Staff join them in their play and they sing songs 
together. Staff offer plenty of praise and encouragement, boosting children's self-
esteem and confidence.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has reflected on the weaknesses identified at the last inspection 
and made significant progress. For example, she has replaced the lock on the 
front door and ensured that all fire exits are kept clear. This protects the safety 
and welfare of children. 

n The manager and staff have sought support from the local authority to introduce 
some training to improve the quality of education. The manager regularly 
observes staff's practice and gives feedback on ways this can be strengthened. 
She encourages staff to observe each other and models practice by working 
directly with the children. This has had a positive impact on the quality of 
interactions between staff and children. 

n Staff gather information from parents when children start at the nursery. They 
use this information alongside children's interests to design a curriculum that 
builds on what children already know and can do. Additional funding is used well 
to support children's learning. For example, they have purchased some books to 
create a lending library to support children's love of reading at home. 

n Children engage in a wide variety of activities that are planned to ensure that 
children are motivated to learn. For instance, children join in with a play dough-
making activity. They confidently identify the ingredients that they need. 
Children experiment with the different smells they can add into their mixture and 
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tell staff that it smells 'minty'. Staff discuss the colours that they have made 
when they add food colouring to their mixture. However, they do not always use 
skilful questioning techniques to encourage children's critical thinking, to 
increase learning opportunities even further. 

n Children are polite, well-mannered and respectful to others. For example, when 
children accidentally roll a ball into others, they apologise without prompting. 
Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Children know the expected 
behaviour well. For example, they recall the rule of having 'good listening ears' 
in preparation for the story they are about to have. This helps children to 
develop the skills they need for future learning.

n Staff support children's speech and language well. Throughout the day they 
enthusiastically introduce songs and dance into activities. Children sing, giggle 
and move their bodies to the songs. Staff read familiar stories to children in an 
expressive way that captures children's attention. Children eagerly call out the 
next words in the story. Staff model language well for younger children. They 
repeat words back to them, adding extra words to the sentence. This helps 
children to learn new vocabulary. 

n Overall, partnerships with parents are positive. Information about children's 
progress is shared through an online app. The manager shares some key 
information about the nursery through a newsletter. However, occasionally some 
information is not shared with parents, which leaves them frustrated. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff understand their responsibilities to safeguard the children in 
their care. The manager regularly tests staff knowledge with questions to make 
sure they have a good understanding of the wider safeguarding concerns, such as 
female genital mutilation. The manager has reviewed her recruitment processes to 
ensure that those working with children are suitable to do so. Staff know when and 
how to report concerns they have about a child in their care or about a colleague. 
The manager has made improvements to the building to further safeguard the 
children in her care.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff develop effective questioning techniques to further enhance children's 
critical thinking and extend their learning to the highest level

n build further on existing good relationships with parents and provide additional 
opportunities to share information between home and nursery.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY479735

Local authority Thurrock

Inspection number 10269978

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 49

Name of registered person Sparkling Angels Preschool Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911475

Telephone number 01375 767445

Date of previous inspection 6 December 2022

Information about this early years setting

Sparkling Angels Day Nursery & Preschool registered in 2014 and is situated in 
Stanford-le-Hope, Essex. The nursery employs six members of childcare staff. Of 
these, three hold degree level qualifications and one holds a level 3 qualification. 
The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7am 
until 6.45pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shelly McDougall
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Parents and carers shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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