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Inspection date: 17 May 2023
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children settle with complete ease at this nursery with the support of the nurturing
staff. They happily wave goodbye to their parents and enjoy spending quality time
with staff. Babies snuggle in for comfort with their key person when they are tired.
Toddlers happily seek reassurance when they need it. Pre-school children
confidently express their likes and dislikes.

Children are eager to join in the fun and engaging activities that staff plan for
them. They have the freedom to explore their environment and make independent
choices about their play. Babies beam as they explore 'goo’. They fill containers
and gaze in awe as they watch the mixture drip from their hands. Toddlers enjoy
being creative and drawing self-portraits after showing interest in the inspector's
identification badge. Pre-school children are imaginative. They make a 'birthday
cake' using colourful construction sticks and sing 'happy birthday' to one another to
celebrate.

Children benefit from the high expectations that staff have for all children. In turn,
they behave well and respect the rules and boundaries in place at nursery. Children
listen carefully and follow simple instructions. They share resources, are kind to
one another and form close friendships with their peers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The curriculum is broad and meets the needs of all children. Staff get to know
children very well and build on their previous learning experiences. They
routinely observe and assess children to help identify any gaps in their learning
at the earliest opportunity. Children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities receive good support at the nursery.

m Children display positive attitudes towards their learning. Babies are naturally
curious. They persist as they try to stack plastic pots and tubes. Toddlers
maintain high levels of enjoyment as they explore a tray filled with flowers and
sand. Pre-school children concentrate while they make marks using paint
brushes and water outside. They demonstrate good physical skills.

m Overall, teaching is good. Staff deliver activities that motivate children and build
on their interests. However, at times, staff working with pre-school children do
not focus precisely enough on what skills they want children to learn next. This
is because many activities are child-led and sometimes staff do not always fully
consider what knowledge children need to acquire. That said, children do make
good progress from their starting points in readiness for the next stage of their
learning.

m Following the COVID-19 pandemic, managers and staff continue to prioritise
children's communication and language development. Staff model language
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effectively and introduce new words to extend children's vocabulary. Toddlers
and pre-school children enjoy listening to familiar stories. Babies pick objects
from the song basket to communicate what song they would like to sing.

B Managers and staff are well qualified and have worked at the nursery for an
incredibly long time. They are passionate about providing children with the very
best start to their early education. Staff are keen to build on their knowledge
and skills. They take part in regular staff meetings to reflect on their practice.
Although managers carry out frequent supervision meetings with staff, there is
scope to further build on coaching and mentoring opportunities to support staff's
already good teaching and elevate the quality of education even further.

B Healthy lifestyles are promoted throughout the nursery. Children have access to
fresh drinking-water throughout the day and enjoy a variety of nutritious meals.
Children benefit from fresh air and exercise in the nursery garden. Furthermore,
they take part in yoga sessions. This contributes to their physical development
and supports their emotional health and well-being.

B Parents are well informed about the activities their children have benefited from
each day. Managers and staff work closely with parents and routinely share
assessments so they are aware of what skills their children need to learn next.
This supports parents to extend their children's learning at home. Parents
comment very positively about the care and support of the staff team. They
state that their children love attending the nursery.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have secure knowledge of a range of child protection issues.
They regularly review their training, which helps to assure children's safety.
Managers and staff have a good understanding of the signs that could indicate a
child is at risk of harm. They are aware of the procedures to follow should they
need to report a concern, including if they are worried that a child is being
radicalised. They are confident to escalate their concerns if they are not satisfied
with the response of the designated safeguarding leads. Staff meticulously monitor
children's attendance in the event of any absences. This helps to promote
children's welfare.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m build on the already good teaching of staff working with pre-school children so
they are fully aware of what children need to learn next to enable them to make
the best possible progress

m further strengthen coaching and mentoring opportunities for staff to elevate
staff's teaching and the quality of education to an even higher level.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 218474

Local authority Staffordshire

Inspection humber 10279815

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

{-\ge range of children at time of 0to 4

inspection

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 43

Name of registered person Janice Horton and Peter Horton Partnership
Telephone number 01827 51281

Date of previous inspection 2 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Rainbow Day Nursery registered in 2000. The nursery opens from Monday to
Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.45am until 6pm. The nursery employs
nine members of childcare staff. All hold appropriate early years qualifications at
level 3 or above. The nursery receives funding to provide free early education for
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dale Ramsey
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in the evaluations of the provider.

B The managers and the inspector carried out a learning walk together of all the
areas of the nursery, discussed their curriculum and what they want children to
learn.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.

B The managers and the inspector jointly observed an activity, evaluated staff's
teaching and discussed how they support staff's ongoing practice.

B The inspector spoke with parents to gain their views and opinions of the
nursery.

B The inspector held a meeting with the managers. He looked at relevant
documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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