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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils enjoy being part of this large school because they have a wide circle of
friends to choose from. Pupils are all made to feel welcome and like that adults take
time to get to know them.

Pupils appreciate the help from adults with their learning. They know staff want
them to do well. However, some pupils, including those with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND), do not always get the precise support they need to
achieve the best they can or are not accessing the full curriculum offer.

Pupils know the school rules of ‘ready, respectful, safe’. Many pupils follow these well
and are polite and considerate. Some pupils do not respect these rules, and some
staff do not challenge poor behaviour as they should. This means some pupils are
not always able to fully focus on their learning.

Pupils are confident that bullying rarely occurs and know adults deal with it if it
does. Pupils are safe.

Pupils enjoy residential visits. They can take part in clubs, including handball,

gymnastics, gardening and athletics. They enjoy singing and celebration assemblies.
They have visits to the local museum, church and farm. Pupils have enjoyed visits to
school by authors and Paralympians. They access well-stocked libraries and laptops.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have identified the curriculum content they wish pupils to know and when
they wish them to learn it. In core subjects, this is being delivered well by staff. For
example, in mathematics, teachers ensure that pupils have regular opportunities to
practise and develop their knowledge of mathematical concepts. In these core
subjects, teachers use assessment well to identify pupils who need more support.

Leaders have made effective changes to the reading curriculum. They have ensured
pupils follow a systematic phonics and reading programme. Most pupils read with
fluency and understanding. Leaders have ensured reading books in school match the
sounds pupils learn. However, for some pupils who need to quickly catch up with
reading, adults do not always check thoroughly enough if their reading books
precisely match their reading ability or if interventions are working as well as
intended. This means these pupils risk falling further behind.

Leaders have recently updated the planning for some foundation subjects. Subject
leaders have supported staff with training on curriculum content. However, not all
staff are clear about the detailed knowledge they need to teach. Staff are not
delivering this curriculum as leaders intend. Assessment in these subjects is less well
developed because the curricular goals are unclear. Pupils are not currently learning
and achieving as well as they could.

Inspection report: Westwood Primary School 2
25 and 26 April 2023



Oféted

Most children in the early years make a positive start to school and are ready for
Year 1. Staff are well trained to teach reading and support children effectively to
develop early phonic knowledge. Children access the curriculum through an
appropriate and engaging mix of adult- and child-led activities. However, some of
the resources and ways in which the curriculum is delivered are not yet consistent
across all classes, which limits the achievements of some pupils, including those with
SEND.

Pupils with SEND have their needs identified effectively. However, some, including
those in early years, are not achieving the best possible outcomes. This is because,
for a small but significant group of pupils with SEND, their needs are not met well
enough. This often leads to these pupils struggling with their behaviour and missing
lesson time. When in class, teachers are not ensuring these pupils are always
accessing the same learning experiences as their classmates.

Many pupils work and play respectfully. However, some staff are not sufficiently well
trained to support pupils who need help to regulate their behaviour. At times,
expectations of behaviour, including for those pupils with SEND, are not consistently
understood or followed by pupils or staff. As a result, some pupils repeat poor
behaviour.

Pupils attend school regularly. Leaders are tenacious in following up if pupils
frequently miss school. They work closely and effectively to support families to
improve their children’s attendance.

Individual pupils receive high-quality care from dedicated family workers. These
adults provide bespoke support for the most vulnerable pupils.

Pupils understand respecting other religions and cultures. They know how to keep
healthy. However, aspects of the curriculum are still in the early stages of
implementation. For example, pupils only have a basic understanding of
fundamental British values.

Staff enjoy working at the school. Most are appreciative of how leaders consider
their workload.

The trust knows the school well and has the capacity to support leaders effectively.
They fulfil their statutory duties.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Pupils are kept safe as procedures for reporting and acting on concerns are robust.
Leaders work effectively with external agencies where appropriate. Leaders ensure
staff know how to identify concerns and that staff’s safeguarding training is up to
date.
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Pupils know how to stay safe online by taking part in events such as national online
safety week. They benefit from talks from the police about the dangers of vaping
and knife crime. Leaders support pupils and their families who need advice on how
to stay safe.

Appropriate checks take place on adults in school. These are monitored by the trust.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

m Curriculum planning, staff training and assessment are not fully developed in
some foundation subjects. Pupils are not gaining the cumulative or detailed
knowledge they need to meet the ambition of the curriculum. Leaders need to
ensure staff have appropriately detailed plans and training so that they can
deliver the full curriculum offer in the depth intended.

B Adults’ expectations of what some pupils with SEND can achieve are too low, and

systems for meeting these pupils’ needs are not robust. As a result, some pupils
with SEND do not always achieve as well as they could or have limited access to
the wider curriculum. Leaders need to ensure that pupils’ specific learning needs
are well met so that they are accessing the full curriculum offer. Leaders,
including those responsible for governance, need to ensure frequent and rigorous

checks are in place to make sure pupils with SEND achieve the best possible
outcomes.

B Reading support is not having the impact intended for some pupils who are
furthest behind This means these pupils are not catching up in reading as quickly
as they could. Leaders need to ensure that they undertake effective checks on
the reading progress of these pupils so that they assured they are catching up
quickly enough and intervene when they are not.

B Expectations of behaviour are not consistently understood or followed by all staff.
This results in some pupils either missing lessons or, in some classes, affecting
the learning of others. Leaders need to ensure staff are effective and confident

when managing pupils’ behaviour and that pupils are clear on what is expected of

them, including pupils with SEND.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school

N [
Ofsted
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
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School details

Unique reference number 146407

Local authority Cambridgeshire
Inspection number 10254989

Type of school Primary

School category Academy converter
Age range of pupils 4to11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 804

Appropriate authority Board of trustees

Chair of trust Dr Tim Coulson

Headteacher Richard Albert

Website www.westwood.cambs.sch.uk

Date of previous inspection 9 and 10 May 2018, under section 5 of

the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

W The school opened in October 2018 as part of the Elliot Foundation Academies
Trust.

B It currently uses one unregistered alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B The inspectors held meetings with the headteacher, the deputy headteacher, the
assistant headteachers, the special educational needs coordinators, the inclusion
managers, subject leaders, teachers and some support staff.

B The inspectors carried out deep dives in the following subjects: reading,
mathematics, history, physical education and science. For each deep dive,
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inspectors spoke to subject leaders, visited lessons, spoke with pupils, looked at
pupils” workbooks and spoke with teachers and support staff. The lead inspector
also heard pupils read to a familiar adult.

The lead inspector met representatives from the trust, including the chief
executive officer, a member of the trust operations group and the regional
director.

The inspectors scrutinised a range of documentation, including minutes of
meetings of the trust and the school development plan.

The inspectors looked at the arrangements for safeguarding, including the single
central record of recruitment checks. The inspectors spoke with leaders and staff
about the systems and processes to support safeguarding and the safeguarding
ethos in the school.

The inspectors considered the responses to Ofsted’s online survey, Ofsted Parent
View, including 69 free-text comments. Inspectors also considered the 55 staff
survey responses. There were no responses to the pupil survey. However,
inspectors spoke to many pupils across the school during the inspection.

Inspection team

Sara Boyce, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector

Nichola Pickford Ofsted Inspector

Amy Luu Ofsted Inspector

Lorraine Ratcliffe Ofsted Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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