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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision requires improvement

Children form positive relationships with staff. They are warmly welcomed by staff
as they separate from their parents. Staff know the children well and plan activities
that the children like to do. Children quickly become absorbed in stretching and
rolling play dough to make 'pizzas'. Staff, in the main, talk to children and show
genuine interest in what they say and do. Children happily play with their friends.
They build houses for the toy animals, carefully stacking blocks to make the arches
and walls of their homes. Staff help children to be thoughtful and kind to one
another. Children recall previous learning as they talk about the changing colours
of leaves during the seasons while painting pictures of trees. Children instinctively
know that they need to put their paintings on the drying rack. However,
opportunities for children to develop important independence skills are not always
maximised.

Leaders have worked to make the required improvements following the last
inspection. Staff and leaders have a sound knowledge and understanding of
safeguarding. This helps to keep children safe. However, on occasion, the manager
does not have sufficient staff to deploy effectively, which means that the quality of
care and education is not consistently good.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Since the last inspection, the manager has a clear plan for taking the setting
forward and is positive in her approach to the challenges and changes that the
setting has faced. She is making improvements and supporting practice and
provision. She effectively engages with support from the local authority.
However, changes are yet to be fully embedded to have the most positive
impact on the quality of teaching and learning that children receive.

m Children confidently help themselves to resources. However, not all staff provide
consistent support for children to develop independence skills. Children are not
always given enough opportunity to do things for themselves. For example, they
are not given enough encouragement to do simple tasks that they could manage
themselves, such as cutting up their own snack or putting on aprons before
painting.

m Although the manager ensures that the staff meet the required ratios, there are
times when children's needs are not well met as there are insufficient staff to
support children and complete the number of tasks. At times, staff find it difficult
to help children with toileting, clearing away after lunch, and opening the doors
to parents. Additionally, staff do not take children's learning needs into
consideration when organising the daily routine. Younger children become upset
when staff decide which children are going for a walk. Not all children get the
help that they need to practise new skills or to support their emotional well-
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m Staff support children to develop their communication and language skills well.
They provide opportunities for children to hear and practise new words. Staff
ask children questions, which encourages them to think. Children explore
textures and say that the play dough is 'sticky'. Staff ask children to think about
what they can add to the sticky dough to improve it. Children respond with
different ideas and agree that they need to add more flour.

B Children behave well. Staff teach children to 'use their kind hands' as they play
alongside their friends. Older children show kindness to young children and
make space so they can draw beside them.

m Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).
They work closely with other professionals and families to ensure that children
with SEND make some progress.

m Children are learning to develop their understanding of mathematical concepts.
Staff support children to count and recognise shapes before putting them into
the correct box. Older children enjoy simple addition and subtraction activities
when using different objects.

W Staff have established good relationships with parents. They regularly share
information with parents about their children's day. However, staff do not
consistently share ideas with parents about how they can enhance their
children's learning further at home.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff fully understand their role and responsibility to keep
children safe. Staff have a good understanding of procedures to follow if they are
concerned about a child's welfare. The manager follows the correct procedure if
there are allegations made against staff. The environment is risk assessed
throughout the day and the premises are safe and secure. Leaders and the
manager follow clear recruitment procedures. They make checks on new and
existing staff to ensure that they are, and remain, suitable to work with children.
Risk assessments are effective, and appropriate steps are taken to minimise
hazards to children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W increase opportunities for children to develop independence and self-care skills,
and complete simple tasks for themselves

B review how staff are deployed to meet children's needs, especially at mealtimes
and during busy transition periods in the day

B strengthen arrangements for sharing information with parents to ensure that
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they are well informed about their child's development and understand how they
can enhance their children's learning further at home.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2680782

Local authority Essex

Inspection humber 10266610

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Sticky Fingers Early Years Ltd
Telephone number 07580207822

Date of previous inspection 15 November 2022

Information about this early years setting

Sticky Fingers Early Years Ltd registered in 2022 and is based in Loughton, Essex.
The setting operates during term time only from 9am until 2pm, Monday to Friday.
Five members of staff work with the children. Of these, two hold appropriate early
years qualifications at level 3. The setting is registered to provide funded education
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Topham
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

B Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

B Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

B The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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