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Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Requires improvement



Oféted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Relationships between children and staff are warm and caring at this nursery.
Children behave well, and staff use praise effectively to support them to
understand how their behaviour can help others and why this is important. Children
with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported here. Staff
implement strategies, such as using objects of reference and visual reminders of
routines, to support children to move between activities. This has a positive impact
on the smooth running of the day for all children.

Children love to spend time learning outside and really enjoy the opportunity to
play with children of other ages in this area. The time they spend outside supports
their emotional and physical well-being. Staff encourage children to notice the
effects that exercise has on different parts of their bodies, and children talk
excitedly about learning 'left' and 'right' when they are practising yoga with an
adult.

Opportunities to further develop children's early literacy and mathematics skills are
threaded throughout the everyday activities. For example, staff encourage children
to notice the initial sound in words, such as 'Friday' and 'mash'. This helps to
support children to be ready for the next stage in learning to read and write as
they are able to tune into the individual sounds in words.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders and staff have engaged effectively with training since the previous
inspection. This has had a positive impact on the quality of teaching and
interactions with children. Staff are encouraged to be reflective on their practice,
and this drives continuous improvement. Regular systems are in place for staff
to meet with leaders, and the nursery engages effectively with support from the
local authority.

B The manager has a clear vision for planning and deployment of staff to enable
children to have good experiences and for their learning to develop. The
curriculum shows clear progression, and staff have high expectations for children
as they move through the nursery. Staff know children and their families well. All
children make good progress because staff plan focused learning opportunities
to support their next steps in learning. In addition, they follow children's lead
and interests with spontaneous activities they provide throughout the day.

W Activities are differentiated to support children to develop their skills and
challenge themselves. For example, a range of tools are provided for children to
paint a 'Gruffalo' face. These tools include sponges, cotton buds and a selection
of paintbrushes. The resulting creations are all different from each other, and
children's individual creativity is recognised and celebrated by staff and children.
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m Overall, staff support children's communication skills effectively. They encourage
children to engage in lots of chat throughout the day and pose effective
questions. For example, at lunchtime, staff ask children about the texture of
their food, and a discussion follows about whether they like to mix the foods on
their plate or keep them separate. However, sometimes, staff do not allow
sufficient time for children to think about their answers and respond before
moving the conversation along.

B Parents speak extremely positively about the nursery. They praise the directors
and staff and feel that communication is good. Parents report that staff are
approachable, and they are confident they can contact staff with any questions
they may have about their child. The nursery provides strategies for parents to
use in the home if needed, to support their child with any difficulties they may
be having, such as with eating or communication.

m Staff feel their well-being is valued by leaders. There are opportunities for
regular supervision meetings as well as social events planned for staff to spend
time together outside of the nursery. They enjoy attending training as a team
and are encouraged to request additional training to further their continuous
professional development. More-experienced staff are good role models for
newer staff, and there is a supportive ethos throughout the nursery.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are confident to talk about their safeguarding responsibilities. They can
describe what might cause them to be concerned about the safety and welfare of a
child and are able to explain the process to report these concerns if needed. Staff
support parents with discussions around how to keep their children safe when
using technology in the home, offering suggestions such as using parental controls
on devices used by their children. Leaders make sure that checks are in place to
ensure staff are safe to work with children. All staff attend annual paediatric first-
aid training to ensure they are able to deal with emergencies.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W support staff to further develop children's thinking skills by ensuring they allow
sufficient time for children to think about their answers and respond to staff's
questions.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY558576

Barking and Dagenham

10260907

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Full day care
Oto5

48
81
Montessori & Me Nursery Ltd

RP558575

02085994279
22 September 2022

Information about this early years setting

Montessori & Me Nursery registered in 2018 and is located in the London Borough
of Barking and Dagenham. The setting operates for 51 weeks of the year, from
7.30am to 6.30pm, Monday to Friday. It also provides out-of-school care in the
mornings and evenings during term time. There is also a holiday club from 7.30am
to 6.30pm during the school holidays. The provider employs 11 members of staff.
Of these, eight hold early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The provider
offers funded early education for children aged two and three years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kathryn Irvine
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

m Children spoke to the inspector about their friends and what they like to do in
the nursery.

m Staff spoke to the inspector at appropriate times during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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