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inspection
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Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children happily greet staff in the playground and talk about their day at school. 
New children talk excitedly about attending club for the first time, describing how 
they are looking forward to playing outside with their friends. Children walk 
sensibly to club, following staff instructions. They enter the setting and quickly 
engage in activities with their peers. There is a buzz of chatter in the club. Children 
confidently express their needs and wishes to staff. This shows children feel safe 
and secure.

Children's behaviour in the club is excellent. They respectfully listen to each other 
and staff. They take turns and help each other. They use good manners and follow 
the rules of the setting. Older children involve younger children in their games and 
extend their play. Children settle to open-ended activities that follow their interest. 
They sustain long levels of concentration on tasks of their choosing. For example, 
children enjoy junk modelling and talk proudly about their creations. They create 
multi-storey mazes for their pet hamsters, with interconnecting doors and tunnels. 
They use string to create pretend laser alarms. Children describe how they have 
made 'extinct raving raptors' and body shields and proudly show their parents at 
home time.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support transitions into the club. Children visit the setting with parents, 
prior to starting. Individualised settling-in sessions enable children to settle 
quickly. Information sheets completed by parents provide staff with a clear 
understanding of children's needs and interests. Staff have developed close-
working partnerships with the local school. This enables staff to plan around 
topics and events children are interested in at home and learning about at 
school. This helps to further extend children's knowledge and skills.

n Children talk enthusiastically about their time at the club. They talk about 
enjoying craft, technology, role play, outdoor play, snacks and playing with their 
friends. Staff seek children's views of what they would like to do while at the 
club. For example, children create mini-beasts and fish in a tank, following their 
own ideas. Children state that the staff are kind to them. Staff support children's 
emerging additional needs. They work in close-working partnership with school 
and parents to provide personalised care and support.

n Staff promote healthy lifestyles. They prepare healthy snacks on the premises. 
They remind children to follow safe hygiene routines. Children wash their hands 
before playing, after self-care and before eating. Children have access to fruit 
throughout the session and independently serve themselves fresh drinks. They 
have daily access to outdoor play which promotes their physical health and well-
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being. They run around energetically playing football and bat and ball games. 
They play cooperatively with their peers of all ages. Furthermore, staff support 
children to use a timer to limit their screen time. They also provide a cosy book 
corner where children can rest after a busy day.

n Parents speak highly about the club, stating their children are happy and safe. 
They describe staff as fantastic, friendly and like a second family, some stating 
they would be lost without them. Staff talk to parents daily and seek their views 
about the club in yearly questionnaires. Parents describe how children tell them 
about what they do at club. Children tell their parents they enjoy cooking, craft 
and outdoor play with their friends. However, leaders and managers could 
further develop communication with parents. This will ensure they are kept fully 
informed of what the club has to offer.

n Leadership and management monitor the provision closely. They recognise the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on children's personal, social and emotional 
development. They also understand the impact it has had on children's home 
lives. They build strong relationships with children and families and take pride in 
knowing children are happy and safe. They ensure safe ratios are always 
maintained. They have safe recruitment, vetting and induction procedures in 
place. Staff state that they feel supported by leaders and managers. Leaders 
monitor staff training and ensure all mandatory training is up to date. Further 
training is encouraged and accessible to improve staff knowledge and outcomes 
for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The premises are safe and secure. Staff complete regular risk assessments to 
minimise risk. Staff have a secure knowledge of the signs of abuse, including an 
understanding of the 'Prevent' duty, county lines and female genital mutilation. 
They are aware of the procedures to follow if they have concerns. This includes a 
whistle-blowing policy to raise concerns higher if needed. Staff ensure safe 
collection of children procedures are in place and followed. Children can only leave 
the premises with those that have permission to do so. A password system 
provides added security. This all helps to keep children safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY290077

Local authority Worcestershire

Inspection number 10285722

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 9

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Castle Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904556

Telephone number 07738 041 749

Date of previous inspection 16 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Castle Care Club at St Peter's registered in 2004. It is one of six settings owned by 
the provider. The club employs three members of childcare staff, all of whom hold 
recognised early years qualifications at level 3. The club is open Monday to Friday 
during school term time. Sessions are from 7.30am until 9am and from 3.15pm 
until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sharon Wilcox
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The managers joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about the play opportunities available to the children.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at the setting.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual and registered individual 
about the leadership and management of the setting.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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