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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy, sociable and confident. Friendly and welcoming staff greet
children at the door, and children settle quickly. Children form good relationships
with staff who have a good knowledge of each child's interests and stage of
development. Staff use this knowledge to provide motivating learning experiences
for all children. This helps all children make good progress from their starting
points.

The curriculum is carefully planned and resourced to support children's learning
and development. For example, children enjoy pretending to 'walk the plank' as
they develop their balancing skills on pieces of wood and tyres outside. Inside,
children independently squeeze paint into pots, paint their hands, and then make
prints on pieces of paper. This supports children's creativity.

Staff enthusiastically engage with children in their play. They extend children's
learning and support their language and communication skills. For example, staff
help children find the names of different dinosaurs by comparing the toy dinosaurs
to photos they find on the internet. Children listen well and have fun trying to
pronounce the names.

Children's behaviour is good. They follow routines and boundaries and show high
levels of involvement in their play and learning. This helps children develop a range
of key skills and knowledge. For example, children spend a long time focused on
making different-coloured potions. They mix various flowers, water and herbs,
using pipettes to squeeze the liquid into jars. This demonstrates children's ability to
concentrate and helps prepare them for future learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children show they feel emotionally safe and secure. Staff are positive and
supportive, giving children lots of reassurance and praise. This gives children a
sense of pride in their achievements. For example, they find bugs in the garden
and learn the names of these different insects. They say, 'T want to show all the
grown ups' and excitedly run to staff to show them what they have found.
Children use newly acquired vocabulary to tell staff what the bugs are called,
what they like to eat, and where they live.

B The manager has designed a balanced curriculum based on children's interests
and needs, providing valuable experiences children missed during the COVID-19
pandemic. There is a strong focus on the prime areas of learning. Staff deliver
the curriculum well through the meaningful conversations they have with
children and the motivating activities they provide. However, the planned adult-
led activities do not always have a clear focus on what staff want children to
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learn so that children can make the best possible progress in their learning.

B Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. The daily routines
encourage children to be independent and social. Children chat together and
confidently use tongs and cutlery to serve their own meals at lunchtimes.
Children independently use a 'nose-wiping station' with mirrors to help them
manage their own personal hygiene.

B Staff provide a positive and inclusive environment where all children are valued.
Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is
strong. Staff work closely with parents and professionals to ensure all children
get the high-quality experiences and teaching they need to build a strong
foundation in their learning ready for school.

m Children make timely progress with their language and communication. Staff use
a range of teaching strategies to introduce new vocabulary, including stories,
songs and rhymes. They teach children how to listen and provide regular group
activities to support older children with their early letter sounds. Nonetheless,
staff do not consistently engage all children in discussions to help them use their
language more effectively to express themselves and share their ideas.

W Parents speak very positively about the support and communication they receive
from staff. They comment on the pre-school having a 'family feel'. Staff provide
excellent support for families to help children's learning at home. For example,
staff provide a range of books for children to borrow to develop their early
literacy skills. Additionally, a recipe book with healthy meals is available for
parents to use to encourage healthy eating.

m Children enjoy exploring the resources and toys staff provide for them. They
gain from the opportunities staff give them to investigate freely. This enables
children to extend their own learning across all areas of the curriculum.
However, staff do not further develop children's understanding of simple
mathematical concepts, such as counting and number to extend this area of
learning even more.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a clear understanding of child protection issues. They know their roles
and responsibilities in safeguarding all children. They know the signs of abuse and
neglect and understand what to do if they have any concerns about a child. Staff
ensure the building is secure to prevent access from unauthorised visitors. The
manager follows safer recruitment procedures to ensure all staff are suitable to
work with children. She makes regular checks on staff's ongoing suitability.
Children take part in regular fire drills and there is a clear process to follow in the
event of an emergency evacuation to ensure children's safety.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
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B develop planned adult-led activities more effectively to help all children make
even more progress in their learning

W consistently support all children to express themselves and their ideas during
discussions to fully extend their communication and language

m provide more opportunities to develop children's learning and understanding of
mathematical concepts, such as counting and number during their play and daily
routines.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY474916

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10285782

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Ezg?/s t\;erars Register, Compulsory Childcare
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Preston Pre School Limited
Telephone number 07826018677

Date of previous inspection 18 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Preston Pre-School Ltd re-registered in 2014. It is located in Preston, Weymouth, in
Dorset. The pre-school is open Monday to Friday 8.45am to 2.45pm, term time
only. The pre-school receives funding to provide free early years education for
children aged two, three and four years. There are eight staff employed. The
manager and deputy hold an early years qualification at level 6, four staff hold
qualifications at level 3 and two staff hold qualifications at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mikaela Jauncey
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about the curriculum and what she wants children to learn.

B The inspector held discussions with the manager and staff throughout the
inspection, discussed how staff plan and implement the curriculum, and how
children's progress is monitored.

B The inspector spoke to children and staff.

B The manager and the inspector conducted a joint observation of a physical
development and communication and language activity.

B The inspector observed interactions between staff and children inside and
outside.

B The inspector spoke to and looked at written feedback from parents and took
these views into consideration.

B The inspector viewed a range of key documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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