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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children are highly motivated to learn and demonstrate exceptional levels of
engagement at this inspiring nursery. Leaders and staff are ambitious for all
children to reach their highest potential. This includes ensuring children with
special educational needs and/or disabilities have precise, effective support. Staff
plan, so learning and development is accurately adapted to meet children's
individual needs. Knowledgeable staff use their expertise to curate a meticulous,
sequenced curriculum. This is fully embedded across the nursery with clear
intentions, securely implemented through outstanding teaching practice.

Children demonstrate impressive attitudes to learning. They are eager to
participate in purposeful and enriching experiences that give children a platform to
explore and become creative co-researchers in their own play. This ignites
children's curiosity to use the skills and knowledge they acquire to help them make
sense of their world. For example, children engage in enquiry-based projects, such
as 'what is nature?' They participate in reflective discussions in small groups to
hear each other's views. Children are very respectful and courteous as they listen
to one another. This leads to some highly stimulating and thought-provoking
opportunities for children to test their ideas.

Children engage in visits to explore their community and participate in forest school
sessions to learn about the natural world. Children show intrigue about plant roots
and engage in mini science experiments. This is to discover if they can cultivate
new roots from potatoes and peppers. Children learn about where food comes
from, growing and measuring their own plants and using descriptive language to
talk about growth and change over time. Children find out about environmental
topics, such as recycling, and how they can play their part in caring for nature and
the wider world. Staff skilfully link this back to the initial question children asked,
'what is nature?’, so they can make connections in their learning. The exposure to
these experiences contributes towards children learning about respectful
citizenship, which builds positively to their community and society as a whole.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders and managers have a clear and purposeful vision to ensure children
receive an empowering early years experience. This is to equip them
successfully with the knowledge and skills ready for their next stages of
education. They have highly effective strategies, which are fully embedded to
ensure there is meticulous oversight of the provision. As a result, leaders' and
managers' high expectations for care and education are delivered to the children
consistently.

B Leaders invest significantly in their staff to provide them with inspiring ongoing
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training and professional development opportunities. For example, staff
undertake international study tours, so they can experience first hand the
teaching approach that is central to the ethos of this nursery. Staff are inspired
and highly motivated to implement what they have learned in their practice.
They demonstrate exceptional knowledge of how children learn. Staff use this to
provide a highly productive curriculum and enabling environment for children.
Staff have excellent knowledge of the children in their care. They seek their
views and contributions, using this to inform what they plan to teach. Staff
highly respect and value children as unique individuals. Children have incredibly
strong bonds with the adults that care for them. Staff recognise the importance
of emotional well-being. They teach children the language of emotions to help
them have the tools to regulate their behaviours. Children have high levels of
resilience and demonstrate perseverance when they are faced with challenges in
their play and learning. They show they are proud when they achieve their
intended purpose.

Staff provide children with enriching experiences to expose them to the awe and
wonder of the world. For example, children are fascinated to learn about
different artists to extend their knowledge of the creative arts. This includes
learning about the abstract artist Miro. Children comment 'I'm drawing a Miro',
when they self-select the mark-making tools they require to create their artwork.
Staff explore this through discussion with children and help them to talk about
and describe their creations.

Children have excellent attitudes to learning. They are highly confident and
incredibly curious. Children learn about growth and change over time. They
show a keen interest in measuring their size and use string as a tool to compare
their heights. This supports children to learn mathematical concepts around size
language and the use of tools to find out how to measure. This has led to other
activities looking at growth. Children are growing their own sunflowers and
vegetables. They show delight when they use a ruler to measure their plants
and proudly state their findings to a member of staff. This helps children to learn
that print carries meaning.

Children take responsibility for themselves and are highly respectful and
courteous to one another. When they have finished using the water jug, they
pass it to their friends, so they can pour themselves a drink. Children contribute
towards their own well-being and do so with great independence. They take
themselves to the snuffle station to wipe their own noses and dispose safely of
the tissues.

Parents are extremely happy with the care their children receive. They comment
about the exemplary learning experiences on offer at this nursery. Parents
remark on the highly effective parent partnership to ensure they have an
accurate update about the progress their children are making.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated safeguarding leads (DSL) demonstrate a secure understanding of
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how to fulfil their roles and responsibilities. They ensure they remain up to date
with training and guidance. The DSL and staff are familiar with the process to
follow for making referrals in line with local procedures. This is to ensure that
children who may be at risk of harm will receive intervention in a timely manner.
Staff have a clear understanding of the indicators of abuse as well as a secure
knowledge of a range of safeguarding issues. This includes county lines,
extremism, and domestic violence. Staff know to contact the local authority
designated officer if there are concerns about the conduct of an adult working with
children. Extensive risk assessments are in place to ensure children remain safe at
the setting and during riskier play in forest school sessions.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2632204

Brighton and Hove

10281163

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Full day care
2to5

60
78
O'Hara, Anita Dawn

RP513552

01273 227000
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Pumpkin Patch in the Park registered in 2021 and is based in Hove, East Sussex. It
is one of a group of five nurseries. It is open Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to
6pm, all year. The nursery receives free early education funding for children aged
two-, three- and four-years old. There are 12 staff, of whom eight hold appropriate
childcare qualifications from level 2 to level 6. The nursery follow Reggio Emilio and
forest school approaches to deliver their early years curriculum.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sherrie Nyss
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector observed the interactions between children and staff and assessed
the impact of teaching on children's learning.

B The area manager and setting manager completed a learning walk to explain the
nursery's curriculum.

B The manager conducted a joint observation with the inspector to assess the
quality of teaching.

W Staff spoke to the inspector about their role, knowledge of their key children,
training opportunities and the procedures they follow to keep children safe.

B Parents were invited to share their views about the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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