
Inspection of Kidz Matter Nursery 
(Oldham Arc Satellite)
The Arc Community Centre, 398 Abbey Hills Road, OLDHAM OL8 2DJ

Inspection date: 5 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, relaxed and confident in this highly nurturing setting. They 
separate easily from their parents and carers at the door, look for their name on 
the table and post it into the 'happy' or 'sad' box to show that they have arrived. 
Later, they empty the boxes and discuss with staff why they chose to put their 
name in that particular box. This teaches children the language of feelings and 
promotes their emotional security.

Children's imagination and language skills are well developed in the role play area. 
They decide to make cups of tea for their friends using real teabags, a teapot and 
water. They choose different flavours of tea and enjoy smelling the scents, 
predicting what the next teabag will smell like and discussing which they like best. 

Children are engrossed as they search around the outside area with clipboards, 
pens and a tick list of things to find. They laugh out loud and say, 'Oh my 
goodness!' as they find a worm. They crowd round excitedly as they look at the 
worm in the bowl and use magnifying glasses to take a closer look. This develops 
their understanding of the natural world around them. Children's physical skills are 
also supported well outside. They have lots of fun running up and down a hill, 
following cars as they roll down a drainpipe and playing on the scooters and bikes.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children choose from a range of interesting activities. They enjoy playing in the 
water, choosing a book to read or playing with play dough. They come together 
to count how many children are there today, clap out the syllables in their 
names and sing familiar songs. However, the organisation of this group means 
that some younger children can become distracted and lose interest. As a 
consequence, these children do not make the same progress as others in their 
learning.

n Children enjoy preparing food for a tea party. They carefully spread the fillings 
and choose from a range of vegetables to add to the sandwiches. Staff support 
and encourage children to cut up oranges. Children are curious about the juice 
in the orange and ask if they can make their own drink from them. Their hands 
shake with determination as they squeeze the slices hard over a cup to extract 
the juice, encouraged by the staff. This helps to develop the muscles in their 
hands in preparation for early writing. 

n Children are well supported to be independent. They help themselves to a cup if 
they need a drink and blow their own noses. They are encouraged to try their 
best to put on and zip up their coats. Children wash their own hands before 
eating and after going to the toilet. Staff talk to the children about healthy foods 
and children practise brushing their teeth at nursery. This develops the children's 
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understanding of how to keep themselves healthy.
n Children's behaviour is very good. They are kind to their friends, share well and 

are polite. For example, they pick up a dropped toy frog during a singing 
session, saying, 'There you are,' when they hand it back to the staff member. 
Staff are excellent role models and relationships are positive and respectful 
between staff and children. 

n Overall, children's communication and language are supported well. They are 
encouraged to ask and answer questions, sing songs and use new words. 
However, at times, the strategies used to support children's communication are 
not consistent. Therefore, children receive mixed messages from staff. This 
means that some children do not benefit fully from the activities on offer.

n Staff speak very positively about the leaders. They report that they are well 
supported and able to discuss any areas for improvement in their practice at 
regular supervision meetings. They say that they enjoy working at the nursery, 
learning from each other and discussing how they can make the provision even 
better.

n Parents and carers hold the staff and leaders in high regard. Parents who felt 
particularly anxious about leaving their child at a setting have felt well supported 
by the caring staff and the thoughtful induction process. Parents report that they 
have an excellent relationship with the whole nursery team and are well 
informed about their child's progress. This enables parents to continue the 
learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff attend regular safeguarding training to ensure that their 
knowledge is up to date. Staff have a secure and consistent knowledge of the signs 
and symptoms that a child may be at risk of harm and know what to do next. Staff 
know how to report any concerns about a colleague's behaviour. There are robust 
recruitment procedures in place to make sure that staff are, and remain, suitable to 
work with children. Children are supervised effectively to promote their safety and 
well-being, including during outdoor play.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider ways to ensure that the learning intent is more precisely focused for all 
groups of children to ensure the best possible outcomes

n further develop the support given to children with particular communication 
needs to ensure that it is consistent across the staff team.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY492264

Local authority Oldham

Inspection number 10285478

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Kidz Matter Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530827

Telephone number 07739981618

Date of previous inspection 6 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Kidz Matter Nursery (Oldham ARC Satellite) registered in 2015. The nursery opens 
from 8.30am to 3.30pm, Monday to Friday, term time only. There are four 
members of staff employed who work directly with the children. Of these, two hold 
an appropriate early years qualification at level 5 and two hold a qualification at 
level 3. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Gower-Jones
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to or communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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