
Inspection of Ashley Down After 
School Club - Main Site
Bristol Civil Service Sports Club, Filton Avenue, Horfield, Bristol BS7 0AT

Inspection date: 11 May 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children excitedly join staff in their school playground before walking to the club. 
Staff offer a warm welcome and children approach them to tell them about their 
day. Staff talk to teachers from the school to gain important information about the 
children's day, particularly for children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). Staff use this information to support children and ensure they 
are happy and settled in their care. All children go straight to specific activities 
within the club when they arrive. They play and engage in the activities and 
resources offered. 

Children say they enjoy their time at the club and many ask for more time to play 
when parents arrive. They play with a variety of activities inside and outside that 
have been specifically chosen by staff to follow children's interests. Children play 
football and other active games, such as skittles and gymnastics. They spend 
considerable amounts of time on activities and play harmoniously together. Older 
children play chess and card games inside, while younger children develop their 
small-muscle skills in arts and crafts activities. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know the children well and the key-person system is effective. They work 
closely with teachers from the school. They are very knowledgeable about the 
children attending and meet their needs effectively. Staff plan a programme of 
activities for children closely based on what they like to do.

n Leaders provide staff with high levels of support. They place high regard on 
having happy and well-trained staff. Staff feel valued by leaders and enjoy their 
work. They attend regular supervisions and staff meetings. They use these 
opportunities to share ideas for improvements and to identify training that 
directly benefits the children. For example, they provided more resources and 
activities outside for children who did not want to play football. Children benefit 
from the fresh air and opportunities to be active. They say they now enjoy being 
outside more.

n Staff build warm relationships with the children. Children are keen for them to 
join in their games and seek them out to play. They chat with staff and enjoy 
the interactions. They laugh joyfully when staff tell jokes and follow up with their 
own. Children benefit from these positive experiences, which promote their 
confidence and social skills.

n Children behave very well. Staff ensure children learn the rules and behaviour 
expectations. For example, they remind children that they need to stand still and 
listen when adults are sharing important information. Children are polite and 
respectful. They share foods around the table at snack time. They say 'yes 
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please' and 'thank you' to staff and children, demonstrating good manners.
n Staff encourage children to develop healthy lifestyles. They ask children what 

foods they would like to have at the club. They use these discussions to teach 
children about healthy eating. Children select from the healthy foods offered at 
snack time. They follow good hygiene routines. For example, they know to wash 
their hands before eating.

n Staff create good relationships with parents. They share information in 
newsletters, on parent boards and discussions upon collection. They seek 
regular feedback from parents and children through discussions and surveys. 
Parents say they are kept well informed about what their child has been doing. 
They say that their children love coming to the club and speak highly of staff. 
Parents are confident that their children are well cared for and safe at the club.

n Staff place high priority on the safety of children. Children are safely escorted to 
the club after school. Staff supervise children at all times. They count the 
number of children when travelling from the school site to the club to ensure no 
one is left behind. Adults and children wear high-visibility jackets and are easy to 
identify on the journey. Children know the rules they needs to follow when 
walking to keep them safe.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete appropriate safeguarding training. They have a good understanding 
of what to do if they have a concern about the welfare of a child. They know how 
to identify and act on safeguarding issues, such as extremism or female genital 
mutilation. The recruitment process is robust to check staff are suitable to work 
with children. The manager also conducts regular checks to verify their ongoing 
suitability. Staff prioritise the safety of children. They carry out daily risk 
assessments, inside and outside, to help minimise any potential hazards in the 
environment. The premises are secure, so that children cannot leave unsupervised 
and unexpected visitors cannot gain access.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2637725

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10285888

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 118

Name of registered person Ashley Down After School Club and Holiday 
Playscheme CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533330

Telephone number 07754570353

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Ashley Down After School Club - Main Site registered in 2021. It is one of three 
settings run by the Ashley Down After School Club and Holiday Playscheme led by 
a board of trustees. During term time, the club opens Monday to Friday, 3.15pm to 
5.40pm. During the school holidays, the club opens Monday to Friday, various 
weeks of the holidays from 8.30am to 5.30pm. The club employs four members of 
childcare staff. Of these, one holds a relevant childcare qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Martin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the club.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n Leaders discussed their evaluation of the setting with the inspector.
n Parents shared their views about the club with the inspector.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector observed the walk from the school children attend to the after-

school club site.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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