
Inspection of Brooklands Childcare Ltd
137b Market Street, Hindley, WIGAN, Lancashire WN2 3AA

Inspection date: 4 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and content at this welcoming nursery. They happily separate 
from their parents at the door and are invited in with smiles and hugs by familiar 
staff. Children demonstrate that they feel safe and secure. Children enjoy playing 
with their friends and choosing from a wide range of stimulating activities, both 
inside and outside. Outdoors, children develop their core strength as they run and 
ride bicycles and scooters. Babies confidently explore multiple sensory areas in the 
relaxed and peaceful baby room. Babies and toddlers use their fingers to make 
marks in foam, paint and flour. They manipulate dough as they stretch, knead and 
pull it into the desired shape. This extends children's concentration and strengthens 
their hand and finger muscles in support of their early writing skills.

Staff are good role models and have a calming and respectful attitude towards 
children. In turn, children's behaviour is good. Staff have high expectations and 
communicate these consistently to children. Children are continuously praised for 
their efforts. For example, they are commended for 'good listening' and 'good 
sharing'. This helps children to understand what is expected of them and prepares 
them well for the next stage in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership team supports staff effectively with their well-being. Staff say 
that they particularly like the support they receive to help them to understand 
how they are feeling. Staff work well as a team and this helps to provide 
children with a warm and friendly environment of care and respect for others.

n Leaders have recently introduced a new curriculum. They have welcomed 
support from the local authority and made fundamental changes to the 
environment. Staff observe children to make sure they are achieving the 
individual targets set for them and set new targets for children regularly. 
However, some targets for learning are not specific enough to help children to 
make the best possible progress in their learning. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well 
supported. The special educational needs and disabilities coordinator (SENDCo) 
is experienced and knowledgeable. She works closely with parents, staff and 
other professionals to provide children with all the support they need. This helps 
children to make the best possible progress.

n Staff are recognising children's needs and identifying when they need further 
support. They use pictures and single words to help build children's 
understanding. However, some children who speak English as an additional 
language are not getting enough support to learn new words and develop the 
key language they need to get the most out of the curriculum. Therefore, their 
progress is not as good as it could be.
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n Children have space to play and be physically active, both indoors and outside. 
Babies are supported to practise their new physical skills by staff who offer 
praise for their efforts and achievements. Care practices are good. Staff are 
loving towards children and spend time getting to know them during the 
settling-in period. Children form secure bonds with staff and settle well. 
Children's developing physical skills and well-being are well supported.

n Children learn about similarities and differences. Staff teach them about different 
cultural traditions and festivals during the year. For instance, children learn 
about Chinese New Year and Diwali. Leaders also use additional funding 
effectively to help narrow the gap in learning. For instance, they use additional 
funding to offer children the experience of meeting and handling reptiles, as well 
as a yearly forest school day. This has helped to increase children's 
understanding of the world.

n Children develop good levels of confidence. Staff support children to develop 
their independence skills. Older children know how to wash their hands and are 
confident in using the toilets. This supports children's self-esteem.

n Overall, partnerships with parents are good. Parents feel supported and are kept 
informed about their child's care and learning daily. However, staff have not fully 
considered how to encourage children to develop a love of reading at home. 
Furthermore, parents comment that they would relish even more ideas on how 
to support their children's learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff understand their responsibilities for safeguarding children. They 
know who to contact if they are concerned about a child. Staff understand the 
signs and symptoms of abuse. They complete regular safeguarding training. 
Leaders understand the needs of the local community and work in partnership with 
other agencies to ensure that the needs of the children, families and staff are met. 
The premises are secure, with intercom entry. Staff are provided with inductions 
when they first start working at the setting to ensure they are familiar with the 
setting's policies and procedures. This further ensures children's safety.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen and monitor staff's knowledge of the newly introduced curriculum so 
that they understand more fully what leaders intend children to learn

n provide more targeted support for children who speak English as an additional 
language, to help them make even better progress

n build on and embed the home-learning strategies already in place, to involve 
parents in their children's learning even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY295852

Local authority Wigan

Inspection number 10285550

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 134

Number of children on roll 103

Name of registered person Brooklands Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP525105

Telephone number 01942 760044

Date of previous inspection 10 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Brooklands Childcare Ltd registered in 2004. The nursery employs 22 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 19 staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at 
levels 2 and above. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round, except for 
bank holidays and one week at Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. 
The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. The nursery supports a number of children with 
SEND and children who speak English as an additional language.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzy Marsh
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Children and parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector talked to the provider and to staff at appropriate times during the 

inspection and took account of their views. 
n The SENDCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The deputy manager and the inspector carried out joint observations of group 

activities together. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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