Oféted

raising standards
improving lives

Inspection of Ivybridge Pre School

The Erme Primary School, Station Road, Ivybridge, Devon PL21 0A]

Inspection date: 27 April 2023
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

. : Good
inspection



Oféted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children at the pre-school are happy in the care of the staff and join in the play
quickly as they arrive. Children respond to the warm relationships formed with their
key person and enjoy the company of their friends as well as older school children
who attend for breakfast club. Children happily construct together, share books
and chat as they make cards for their families.

Staff help children who are new to the setting to learn about the routines. Children
start to become independent as they separate from their parents, hang up coats
and find where to store their water bottles. Older children learn to play games
together in a group, taking turns and sharing. They begin to learn to recognise the
sound at the beginning of their name, and staff introduce words such as 'drizzle’
and 'shower' as they decide what the weather is.

Parents value the 'home from home' ethos of the setting and the regular
communication from staff about their children's progress. They value the
relationships they have with the staff, who provide a secure, consistent team for
parents to rely on and trust.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Managers place a good focus on ensuring that staff develop children's
communication skills. Staff interact with children as they play, listening carefully
to them and extending language with new vocabulary. Children enjoy listening
to familiar stories and are curious about the natural world as they learn about
‘caterpillars and chrysalis'. They sing enthusiastically with staff, bouncing up and
down as they sing a tractor song while enjoying the rhyming words and
following the actions.

W Staff assess children's stage of development as they join the pre-school and
quickly identify where children need to make progress. While some staff are
trained in strategies to support children who may have a language delay,
children are not receiving consistent support from all staff. Managers do not
always support and coach staff sufficiently so that they can further develop their
skills. For example, some staff make effective use of signing, but this is not yet
used consistently by all staff in order to support children's communication skills.

m Staff implement a curriculum that meets individual children's stage of
development. Staff provide sensory experiences with water for children with
special educational needs and/or disabilities. Children show curiosity and delight
as they experiment with pouring and filling containers. Additional funding is used
to provide resources to support learning, such as sensory mats for children to
enjoy different textures on their feet. Staff follow the interests of younger two-
year-olds in order to engage them as they settle into new experiences. When
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children become upset, staff warmly provide cuddles and help children to
regulate their feelings. Children learn to be kind, for example holding hands to
help a friend balance.

W Staff help children to develop fine motor skills as they roll out play dough and
complete puzzles. Younger children learn to build confidence as they climb and
balance outside. Staff introduce older children to the school hall where they
practise gross motor skills on an obstacle course, running between cones,
balancing and jumping onto mats. Staff encourage and praise children for their
efforts. Children learn to move around each other, and staff support children to
learn to move so that 'we can all be safe'.

m Staff work well with other professionals to ensure that children get the help and
support they need to be ready for school. For example, they work well with
speech and language therapists to ensure children develop their communication
skills. They welcome teachers from the schools that children will eventually
attend into the setting to meet the children and learn about how well they are
doing. However, when children also attend another early years setting, staff do
not always communicate regularly enough with those settings to ensure they
have a full and accurate picture of children's learning.

m Children learn about mathematics throughout the day. Staff read stories that
help children learn about humbers, such as 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar', and
they encourage children to count the fruit that the caterpillar eats. Children
practise counting using their hands and proudly put up four fingers as they talk
about being four years old. Children sing a birthday song as they play in the
role-play area together and compare how old they are. Children learn about
shapes as they balance blocks and explore concepts such as length and distance
as they run and jump in the hall.

W Staff use electronic systems to share information with parents about children's
learning, and parents enjoy the regular feedback at collection and drop-off
times. Parents value the time staff give to getting to know them and their
children, and they comment on how welcoming staff are to everyone at the
setting.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers ensure that all staff attend training to support their understanding
about keeping children safe. Staff are able to identify what signs to be aware of
that might suggest children could be at risk, and they know how to refer their
concerns if they are worried about a child. They have effective systems in place to
record any accidents or injuries at the setting or from home. Staff provide a secure
environment for children. For example, they risk assess entrances into the setting
and between the pre-school and school to ensure that children are safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B ensure that all staff are well trained in strategies aimed at supporting children's
communication skills

B develop partnerships with other settings that children also attend so that
information about children's learning and development is shared.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY452048

Devon

10279852

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
2to 10

20
68
Moyses, Nicola

RP512063

07787977504
7 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

Ivybridge Pre School registered in 2011. It is in a designated classroom within The
Erme Primary School in Ivybridge and is linked with Cornwood Pre-School. It opens
between 7.30am and 5.30pm each weekday, during term time only. The setting
also provides before- and after-school care for children up to 10 years old. The pre-
school is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early education for two-,
three- and four-year-old children. There are eight members of staff, one of whom
has a relevant childcare qualification at level 5, and six hold qualifications at level

3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Stephanie Wright
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector spoke with the staff and children during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the quality of the curriculum during activities and
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector spoke to parents and listened to their views about the setting.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of adults working in the setting.

B The inspector carried out two joint observations with leaders and discussed the
impact of the curriculum and teaching on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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