
Inspection of Hopscotch Nursery
14 Bavant Road, Brighton BN1 6RD

Inspection date: 2 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish and thrive in this exceptional nursery. As they arrive, children are 
warmly greeted by staff and quickly become immersed in an extensive variety of 
rich experiences, as they are motivated and excited to learn. Children receive 
personalised care from staff, considering their unique personalities and home 
routines. Interactions are of exceptional high quality and are always sensitive and 
nurturing. As a result, children demonstrate they feel safe and secure by exuding 
confidence and resilience.

Across the nursery, children delight in their communication with friends and staff. 
They share their opinions, choices and ideas. The highly skilled staff recognise 
these moments are of great importance and take the time to respond and engage 
in meaningful conversations. Consequently, children know that they are truly 
valued and develop a strong sense of belonging.

Behaviour across the nursery is exemplary. Children show kindness and respect to 
their friends. They play together, collaborating and taking turns. For example, 
children work harmoniously together to create their own structures while exploring 
the 'imagination playground'. Older children share rules together before using large 
play equipment and talk about how they must have 'kind hands and feet' so their 
friends do not get hurt. As a result of the rich experiences on offer to children, their 
attitudes to learning are consistently positive. They are highly motivated and 
sustain concentration for extended periods of time.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Passionate management and dedicated staff create an ambitious and inspiring 
curriculum that is securely embedded across all age groups. Children explore a 
broad set of experiences that develop, support and consolidate their learning. 
Staff are confident about what they want children to learn and why. They have 
high expectations of the children and support them to expand and build upon 
prior knowledge. For instance, as children eagerly plant sunflower seeds, they 
talk together to recall past knowledge of what seeds need to grow. They seek 
each other's opinions about whether there is enough soil before pushing in their 
seeds. 

n The manager and staff constantly look at new ways to develop and improve 
their already high-quality provision. Arrangements for staff supervision are highly 
effective in supporting staff's performance, professional development and well-
being. Highly experienced members of the team effectively coach, support and 
mentor less experienced staff.

n Staff consistently support children to develop a rich and varied vocabulary, 
introducing new words throughout the day. For example, staff support children 
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to try and remember another word for 'small' and they recall 'tiny' and 'teeny'. 
Staff build upon this and introduce the word 'minuscule', explaining it means 
something that is 'super, super small'. Children enjoy learning new words and 
comment that they are going to practise it so they remember it next time. 
Thought-provoking opportunities to explore words and their meanings ensure 
that children are very confident communicators.

n Children have an abundance of opportunities to develop their physical skills. 
Staff support babies to manoeuvre their bodies, crawl and pull themselves up. 
Older children access soft play, where they delight in climbing, negotiating space 
and sliding. Staff provide excellent emphasis on healthy eating. As such, children 
understand the effect foods have on their bodies. For example, during 
mealtimes, children make connections between different food groups as they 
explain white foods give them lots of energy. They recognise the food as a 
'carbohydrate', which they comment will make them 'run really fast'. 

n This nursery has exemplary provision for children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND). Staff ensure that children have the best level of 
support that they need. The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) 
works closely with all staff to tailor individual support plans for children. Skilled 
staff identify children who may need additional support quickly and work in 
partnership with parents and local agencies. As a result, children with SEND 
make excellent progress.

n Children of all ages become immersed in story times that are brought to life by 
animated staff. Babies enjoy self-selecting books and wiggle with excitement as 
staff read to them. Older children are captivated by their favourite stories. Staff 
build upon children's love for books through well-planned activities. For example, 
children spend an extensive period of time exploring a live snail that elevates 
their story experience. This ignites children's curiosity further as they debate 
whether his tentacles are his ears or eyes. This helps children experience awe 
and wonder as they explore the world around them. 

n Parents are highly complimentary of the exceptionally 'knowledgeable staff'. 
Parents share that their children make 'phenomenal progress at such a special 
nursery'. Families who speak English as an additional language proudly share 
how their home language, heritage and cultures are 'not only respected, but 
included'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a clear understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities. The 
manager has effective procedures in place to monitor staff's knowledge of 
safeguarding. Staff demonstrate a secure understanding of what to do if they have 
a concern about a child, including how to report to local safeguarding partners. In 
addition, they are aware of the procedure to take in the event they have concerns 
about a colleague's behaviour. The nursery has robust safer recruitment processes 
in place, ensuring the suitability of staff who work with children. Additional 
measures that enable staff to confidently identify and minimise risk to ensure 
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safety of the environment are fully embedded in daily practice. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY455747

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10284271

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 98

Number of children on roll 163

Name of registered person ACPH Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532126

Telephone number 01273 566 673

Date of previous inspection 28 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Hopscotch Nursery registered in 2012. It is located in Brighton, East Sussex. The 
nursery operates Monday to Friday from 8am to 5.30pm for 51 weeks of the year. 
The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early education for children 
aged two, three and four years and for the early years pupil premium. There are 34 
staff who work with the children. Of these, three have qualified teacher status and 
15 other staff hold qualifications from level 2 to level 6. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natalie Moir
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The manager carried out a joint observation of a planned activity with the 
inspector.

n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the provision with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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