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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy to see staff when they collect them from school. As they arrive 
at the club, children confidently put their belongings away and find a seat at the 
table. Staff start the session by inviting children to select what they would like to 
eat for their snack. Children are confident in making decisions and eagerly share 
their choices with their friends. They quickly get involved in their chosen activities.

Children look forward to outdoor play, where they have many opportunities to be 
physically active and burn off their energy. Older children particularly enjoy playing 
games of football with friends. Younger children strengthen their muscles as they 
weave and clamber on the climbing frame and swing on monkey bars. Outdoors, 
children are competitive while racing each other using scooters and when running. 
Staff initiate and join in with playing a 'Crocodile, Crocodile' game. Children use 
their good mathematical skills as they play hide and seek, counting to 20 before 
running off to find their friends.

Children's behaviour is good. Staff give children gentle reminders of the club rules 
and behaviour expectations when needed. Children have good relationships with 
each other and play together, both in a team and in pairs. When children are 
collected at the end of the session, they proudly show their parents their art 
creations.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have made significant improvements since the last inspection to raise 
the overall quality of provision. Staff have received support and training to 
enable them to understand and fulfil their role and responsibilities effectively. 
They have reviewed the arrival and collection arrangements to ensure children's 
safety.

n Staff organise a welcoming and relaxed environment, where children are free to 
choose from the activities available. This approach complements the children's 
day at school and children enjoy their time at the club. Staff plan a good range 
of activities around a variety of topics, such as the King's coronation and other 
events that captures children's interests. For example, staff know children enjoy 
craft activities, so invite them to create their own crowns for the coronation 
celebration. 

n Children learn how to behave appropriately and manage their emotions, with 
support from staff. Staff provide activities to support children to take turns and 
work together, so that they form friendships and develop their social skills. As a 
result, children are continuously happy and keen to join in with the broad range 
of experiences on offer to them.
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n Children are fully engaged in their play and sustain good levels of concentration. 
For example, they enjoy a game of swing ball. They show great perseverance in 
their attempts to bat the ball and are not deterred when the rope becomes 
tangled. Staff are deployed effectively to ensure that they can support the 
children and meet their individual needs. This makes children feel safe and 
secure.

n Staff promote children's good health during their time at the club. They 
encourage children to drink water regularly and provide them with a varied 
range of snacks during their time at the club. They demonstrate a sound 
understanding of any individual dietary needs. However, staff do not always 
make the most of opportunities to extend children's skills further. For example, 
they do not encourage children to make their own snacks to help improve their 
independence and life skills even further.

n Staff say that they are happy in their roles and report that they are well 
supported by the leadership team. They receive regular supervision to review 
their performance and identify any training they may benefit from. Staff have 
access to an online training platform, which they use to continually update their 
knowledge and skills.

n Parents have very positive views about the club. They appreciate the care that 
their children receive and how staff keep them entertained with the various 
activities on offer. Staff routinely inform parents about their children's 
achievements. They talk to parents about things that happen during the school 
day as well as at the club. Staff forge good working relationships with the 
school. They take time to speak to teachers about the children and relay 
feedback and messages to the parents from the school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have a secure understanding of how to protect children and 
understand the procedures to follow if they identify any concerns about a child's 
welfare. Leaders follow robust recruitment procedures to ensure staff suitability. 
They keep up to date with their knowledge of local safeguarding concerns and train 
their staff on a regular basis. Staff know what to do should they have concerns 
about the conduct of a colleague. They are vigilant about children's safety and 
supervise them well as they play. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY453151

Local authority Newcastle upon Tyne

Inspection number 10258271

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 90

Number of children on roll 149

Name of registered person Clowning Around Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524882

Telephone number 07903718362

Date of previous inspection 30 June 2022

Information about this early years setting

Clowning Around Ltd registered in 2014. The setting employs nine members of 
childcare staff. All staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and 
above. The setting opens Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 
7.30am until 9am and from 3.15pm until 5.45pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Janet Fairhurst
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk together to check the 
safety of the premises and to gather information about the experiences 
provided.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the club.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views. She also spoke to children throughout the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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