
Inspection of Little Giants Nursery
Carterton Community College, Upavon Way, Carterton OX18 1BU

Inspection date: 26 April 2023

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children arrive happy in this setting and are greeted warmly by staff. Children 
explore the activities set out for them and move freely between the indoor and 
outdoor areas. However, the quality of teaching is variable. Indoors, staff engage 
well with the children and have clear aims for what they want the children to learn. 
However, although children have lots of opportunities to build on their physical 
skills when outdoors, staff do not engage in meaningful interactions to enhance 
children's learning in other areas of their learning or development. 

Children play with a range of activities that build on their imagination. They are 
building strong friendships and play well alongside and with each other. Overall, 
children behave appropriately for their age. However, at times, children are not 
given clear instructions as to what they need to be doing. At these times, children's 
behaviour deteriorates, and this leads to the children becoming unfocused and 
over-excited.  

Staff have high expectations of children. Since the last inspection, managers and 
staff have a more detailed understanding of what they want children to learn next. 
Most staff are enthusiastic and feel more confident in supporting children's learning 
and development. However, there remain inconsistencies in staff's understanding 
of the curriculum and their role in supporting children's learning.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, the manager has begun to improve arrangements for 
staff supervision. This has successfully improved staff's safeguarding knowledge, 
increased morale and helped staff gain a better understanding of their role. 
However, this process has not yet been fully successful in ensuring the quality of 
teaching is of a consistent level. 

n The manager has introduced a new planning system to identify what they want 
children to learn from activities. She has worked closely with other professionals 
to develop a system for her and her staff. However, implementation of this 
process is still in its early stages, so it has not yet fully been embedded in 
practice. 

n Staff use children's backgrounds and world festivals to help them learn about the 
world around them. For example, during morning registration, staff introduce 
ways to say 'good morning' in the languages of the children that attend. Staff 
have displayed pictures around the setting of homes and mealtimes from 
different countries for children to see. This helps children to gain an 
understanding of the world beyond theirs.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well. 
Staff identify their needs early and seek advice from other professionals. They 
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understand the referral system, which ensures that children get the support and 
help they need from an early stage to help them progress well in their learning.

n Children's communication and language is supported well. Staff recognise 
children's individual needs and use different communication methods, such as 
picture cards, to ensure all children can communicate effectively. 

n Children are gaining an understanding of mathematical concepts. Staff work with 
small focus groups to introduce new ideas to children and to help build their 
focus and concentration. However, not all staff understand how to incorporate 
mathematics into all activities to challenge children and extend their learning. 

n Staff are supporting children to gain an understanding of the world around 
them. Children show excitement when it is time to feed the tadpoles, and they 
enjoy seeing first hand the progress the caterpillars they are looking after have 
made. 

n Parents report that their children enjoy attending the nursery. They feel the staff 
are friendly and supportive. Parents have seen some improvements in 
communication between the nursery and home since the last inspection and are 
receiving more detailed information about their child's progress and next steps.

n Staff plan group times with the children. The children enjoy singing and listening 
to stories and taking part in activities. For example, most children enjoy a group 
mathematics activity and join in enthusiastically. However, this activity was not 
suitable for some of the younger children who became easily distracted. This 
resulted in the group time being disrupted with some children not joining in and 
wandering around the room.

n Staff have begun to introduce activities to help children manage their emotions. 
However, as a result of staff not being consistent with the rules, children are not 
able to manage risks appropriately. For example, children were running indoors 
and, at times, did not understand how to safely use outdoor equipment.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have good safeguarding knowledge. They can talk about the 
signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of abuse or harm. Staff 
understand the role of other agencies and how to report any concerns about a 
child's welfare. All staff have regular safeguarding training to ensure their 
knowledge is current. Recruitment procedures are in place to ensure that all staff 
are suitable to work with children. All staff have current first-aid training to enable 
them to appropriately deal with accidents and illnesses as they arise. Risk 
assessments and daily checks are in place to ensure the safety of the children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:
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Due date
support staff to further improve the 
learning experiences for children, which 
cover all areas of learning and provides 
appropriate challenges for their age and 
stage of development. 

02/06/2023

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the organisation of larger group times to ensure all children remain 
engaged and develop their listening and attention skills

n ensure staff are consistent in managing children's behaviour and helping children 
to learn what is expected of them and to manage risk to themselves. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2648095

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10269386

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Little Giants Nursery (Carterton) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2648097

Telephone number 07974952896

Date of previous inspection 29 November 2022

Information about this early years setting

Little Giants Nursery registered in 2021. The pre-school is located in Carterton 
Community College, Carterton, Oxfordshire. It opens each weekday from 8am until 
5.30pm. The nursery receives funding to provide free early education for children 
aged two, three and four years. There are five staff members who work with the 
children. Of these, four hold relevant early years qualifications at level 3 or above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky Butler
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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