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Met

Previous   
inspection
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at the club. They comment that they enjoy the 
craft activities that they do. Other children talk about playing football with their 
friends outside. Children say that they really like the manager and staff. They 
quickly settle to activities when they arrive in the club and demonstrate good 
concentration overall. Younger children demonstrate this as they return to activities 
that they started before going to pick up older children from school with staff. 
Children learn how to keep themselves safe. For example, older children remind 
younger children to walk to one side of the corridor to avoid becoming lost from 
the group. They hold the doors open for each other as they walk through school. 

Older children treat younger children with respect. For example, they talk to them 
as they play in the play dough. They share and take turns with the play dough 
tools. Children have good relationships with staff and feel confident to talk to them 
about things that worry them. During the inspection, older children talk to the 
manager about forthcoming school assessments. The manager listens carefully and 
provides reassurance. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff talk to children to find out what they want to do in the club. For example, 
they plan craft and play dough activities to support children's interests. Children 
thoroughly enjoy painting Union Jack flags or making play dough ice cream.

n Children learn how to keep themselves healthy. They have plenty of 
opportunities for fresh air and exercise. For example, children thoroughly enjoy 
playing football outside. They learn the importance of washing their hands and 
confidently do this before eating. They eat a range of healthy meals.

n Children behave well, overall. Staff generally take time to remind children of the 
rules and expectations and explain why the rules are in place. For example, they 
take time to explain why it is important to sit on the chairs properly. However, 
occasionally, staff do not make the best use of all opportunities to remind 
children of the importance of following the rules. For example, when staff 
register the children, children are reminded to listen. However, staff do not act 
swiftly enough when older children start to talk again. This occasionally distracts 
younger children.

n Staff provide a range of interesting and enjoyable activities to support children's 
interests. For example, they provide activities to support children's interest in 
insects. However, there are occasions when staff do not consider ways that they 
can help children to maintain high levels of concentration. For example, they 
provide too many resources. This sometimes distracts children.

n Staff provide plenty of opportunities for children to talk and communicate with 
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others. When younger children arrive at the club, staff play alongside them and 
talk to them about their day. Children communicate confidently as they talk 
about the different classes as they walk around school with staff to collect the 
older children.

n Staff develop a good working relationship with parents. Parents value the 
feedback that they get at the end of the session. They say that they like how 
staff talk to them about what their children have been doing and give feedback 
on how they have been during the session. 

n The manager observes staff and identifies weaknesses in staff practice and takes 
effective action to address any weaknesses. She provides support and training to 
staff to help them to develop their knowledge and skills. She identifies further 
professional development opportunities to strengthen practice further. For 
example, staff have recently started training to help them to manage children's 
behaviour more effectively. 

n The manager and staff have a very good relationship with the on-site school. 
The manager works in the school as well and this helps to provide continuity for 
children and parents. Staff talk to teachers and other school staff about what 
children are doing in school and what they are interested in. They plan activities 
to complement the learning further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of how to keep children safe. Entrance points to 
the club from school and the car park are secure. This prevents unauthorised 
visitors entering the premises. Staff supervise children well, particularly when they 
are outside or go to the toilets outside of the club room. Staff have a good 
understanding of the signs and symptoms that may suggest that a child is suffering 
from abuse. They attend a range of training to keep their knowledge and skills up 
to date. They know the local procedures, should they have a concern about a child 
in their care.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY467659

Local authority Durham

Inspection number 10285603

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 10

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 54

Name of registered person Team Valley Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911666

Telephone number 07881207881

Date of previous inspection 12 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Valley Nursery at Pelton Primary registered in 2013. The out-of-school club 
employs three members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3. The club opens from Monday to Friday during term 
time. Sessions are from 7.30am until 9am and from 3pm until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elizabeth Fish
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager showed the inspector around the parts of the building used by the 
club. She explained how she organises her provision.

n The inspector talked to children and staff at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The manager evaluated an activity with the inspector.
n The inspector observed children playing and learning.
n Parents provided feedback for the purpose of the inspection.
n The inspector viewed a range of documents, including those relating to staff 

suitability.
n The manager met with the inspector and explained how she manages the 

provision and keeps children safe.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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