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Inspection date: 25 April 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

The manager and leader are knowledgeable and ensure the club is well organised 
and inviting. Children arrive happy and enthusiastic for the session ahead of them. 
Staff greet them with warmth and excitement, and there is a clear ethos of mutual 
respect and kindness. Children enjoy established routines that allow them to have a 
healthy range of snacks with their friends and then choose from a wide range of 
activities, both indoors and outdoors. Children enjoy quieter activities, such as 
playing with toy dinosaurs, magnetic blocks and puzzles, as well as physical play 
activities such as football and a climbing wall. Children are deeply engaged in their 
chosen play and activities. They play harmoniously and children of all ages are well 
behaved and considerate of each other.

Children speak to new adults with confidence and are keen to explain why they 
enjoy attending the provision so much. They speak of the kindness of staff and the 
choices they have over their activities. They feel they can offer ideas when 
choosing new foods to try at snack time and feel they are really listened to by staff 
if they have any questions or need help. Children speak excitedly about how staff 
play alongside them and this is clear from the eagerness shown to interact with 
them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know the children very well, and the trusting relationships formed help 
children to feel safe and welcome. Staff speak with children about recent 
important events in their lives, such as sporting events and birthday parties. 
Children clearly feel cared for.

n Staff encourage children's emotional well-being. They recognise children's 
achievements and praise them. For example, they praise children's efforts when 
using scissors to create paper jewellery. Staff also acknowledge the care shown 
by older children towards the younger ones and praise this. Children thrive here. 
They enjoy playing in mixed-age groups. Younger children blossom under the 
help and encouragement shown by older children, whether it be completing craft 
activities, playing with the small-world resources or using the walkie-talkies 
outside to devise imaginative secret missions with each other.

n Communication with parents is excellent. Parents are extremely complimentary 
about the club and the approachable and friendly staff. Staff gather good 
information from parents about their children. For example, they find out about 
children's likes and dislikes, family members and any medical needs to ensure 
children are fully supported. When parents collect children, many children wish 
to stay longer as they are enjoying themselves so much. Parents are delighted 
to see this and speak of how happy they are to have this provision on the school 
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site.
n Staff are excellent role models and respond promptly to requests from children 

for help or support. Children's behaviour reflects the care and respect they 
receive from staff. Children listen carefully to staff when asked to follow 
instructions or help tidy the setting. Children and staff all show real pride in the 
provision. 

n The provider ensures staff access a range of training opportunities. These 
include attending behaviour management courses. This helps build on staff's 
knowledge of the various ways they can support children's physical and 
emotional needs. 

n The provider supports staff well. Regular appraisals and supervision meetings, 
alongside useful feedback, help them develop as professionals. Staff feel valued 
and appreciated. 

n Staff promote values of tolerance, democracy and respect through their 
interactions with the children. When supporting children with solving problems 
and conflicts in play, staff listen to all children's opinions and voices and skilfully 
ensure cooperative, friendly play quickly re-emerges. 

n Staff involve children in managing and understanding risk. For example, they 
speak with them about not running inside or standing on benches outside. Staff 
ensure the children have a real understanding of the reasons why these actions 
could be unsafe.

n Staff support children's understanding of being healthy effectively. They speak 
about the importance of fresh air and physical activity. Staff use snack time to 
promote independence. For example, children confidently spread their own 
butter on crackers and select toppings.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The club has its own secure area within the school site. Staff communicate 
effectively with school staff. They gather important information about children's 
individual needs each day. This helps them to recognise potential risks to children's 
health or emotional well-being. Staff monitor who enters the area well. Risks to 
children are minimised. Staff are careful to check who is present when children 
move between school and the club at the start of each session. Staff are confident 
of their role and responsibility to keep children safe and are familiar with the signs 
and symptoms that may indicate abuse. All staff keep up to date with child 
protection training. Staff know the reporting procedures for the local authority 
should they have concerns about a child's welfare. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY473033

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10276264

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 150

Name of registered person Ashley Down After School Club and Holiday 
Playscheme CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533330

Telephone number 01179040043

Date of previous inspection 7 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Ashley Down After School Club - Brunel Field registered in 2013. The club operates 
weekdays during term time only, from 3.15pm to 5.40pm. The committee employs 
21 members of staff to work with the children. Of these, four have a level 3 or 
above playwork qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shirley Evel
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection about their roles and how they 
support children.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.
n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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