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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children benefit from an exciting and engaging curriculum. Staff are attentive to
ensure that they find out about children's interests and they weave this into their
planning. This encourages children new to the setting to play with familiar toys,
sing their favourite songs and explore well-known books. This helps children to
settle well and feel safe and secure.

Children demonstrate incredibly kind and considerate behaviour towards one
another. They follow the positive role modelling of staff. For example, older
children say that they need to help their younger peers, as they begin
experimenting pushing a trolley up and down the hill. They help them to gather
items of interest to put in the trolley and join in with their repetitive play. Children
consistently use good manners in their interactions with others, saying, 'Please help
me' and 'Thank you'.

Staff have high expectations for children's learning. They prepare them for their
eventual move to school effectively. For instance, children are eager to sit with
their friends and demonstrate their developing understanding of concepts that
promote early reading. They develop good levels of language and communication
for their age. Staff promote good listening and attention during group sessions,
and help children to recognise when it is their time to share their ideas.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Since the last inspection, the pre-school team have worked effectively to
establish their vision for the curriculum, and to determine the sequence of skills
and knowledge they want to teach. Staff explain that they are now clear about
learning aims and they can accurately identify what their key children know and
need to learn next. Staff are more confident and children are making good
progress from their starting points.

W Staff are prompt to seek advice from other agencies to support children with
additional needs. They also use additional funding effectively to purchase
equipment linked to children's interests, which they then use to spark their
curiosity in other areas of learning. However, on occasion, staff do not
demonstrate a secure understanding of how and when to help children with
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) learn to play alongside
others. This impacts on their developing social skills.

m Children have consistently positive attitudes to their learning, which they
demonstrate as they develop their physical skills. For instance, older children
enjoy making ramps, which they crawl under and side-step along, learning to
move in different ways. Younger children learn to scoop and pour water from
one container to another. They find 'treasures' to add and demonstrate
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particular confidence approaching visitors and inviting them to taste the 'soup'
they have made.

B Managers establish positive partnership working with other settings. For
example, they liaise closely with teachers at the school children transfer to.
Teachers visit children at the pre-school so that children become familiar with
them and they find out about their most recent achievements. This is helping to
achieve continuity in children's learning and development.

B Parents speak of the their children's positive experiences at the pre-school. They
comment that they are particularly happy with communication and they
appreciate the advice staff give them to support their children's personal needs,
such as tips for good-quality sleep.

B The committee chair has supported the pre-school management team
particularly well to improve practice. For instance, following the last inspection,
they have reviewed record keeping and now ensure that recruitment and all
staff suitability records are retained and kept securely. The committee chair has
a good understanding of her role and responsibilities.

B Managers have a positive approach to professional development. For instance,
they seek training to find out about further ways to promote early writing.
Following training, they deliver targeted teaching, such as in small groups, to
support identified children. Overall, this is successful. However, on rare
occasions, staff are not fully effective at applying their own knowledge of the
planned sequence of skills to support children's developing pencil grip. This
means that some children do not fully understand what they need to do to make
marks with increasing control.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a good understanding of their responsibilities to keep children safe.
The designated safeguarding leads are familiar with the professionals they can
liaise with to support individual children's needs. All staff know how to respond to
any potential concern about children's welfare. For instance, they are able to
describe pre-school and local safeguarding partnership procedures. Managers
follow robust procedures to ensure that children have good attendance and they
liaise well with parents to meet children's medical needs. The committee ensures
that the ongoing suitability of staff is checked and recorded on a regular basis to
help keep children safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B strengthen opportunities to help children to learn how to form friendships and
begin to play alongside others, with particular relation to children with SEND
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W support staff to recognise when to use their own knowledge of the sequence of
learning to intervene more swiftly and further develop children's early writing.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY257122

Oxfordshire

10247063

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
2to 4

30
35
Sandhills Playgroup Committee

RP518051

07983961142
14 June 2022

Information about this early years setting

Sandhills Pre-school registered at its current premises in 2003. It is located in the
grounds of Sandhills Community Primary School in Headington, Oxford. The pre-
school is open on weekdays, during school term times, from 8.50am to 2.50pm. It
receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two,
three and four years. The pre-school employs six staff, three of whom hold
relevant qualifications ranging from level 3 to level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Dailey
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

B The inspector, nominated individual and manager discussed improvements that
have been made since the last inspection.

B Parents spoke to the inspector and provided their views in writing on the day of
the inspection.

m Children shared their views and showed the inspector examples of their
creations.

B The inspector and manager completed two evaluations of activities that they
observed together.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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