
Inspection of Pollington Balne 
Preschool
Pollington Balne C of E School, Pollington, GOOLE, North Humberside DN14 0DZ

Inspection date: 25 April 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at the pre-school and separate from their parents with ease. They 
hear familiar welcome music playing as they come through the door and are 
warmly welcomed by happy and attentive staff. Children develop a sense of 
belonging and security as they self-register on arrival. Self-registration helps to 
develop children's language and literacy skills. Children recognise the letters in their 
name and understand that print carries meaning. They settle quickly and happily in 
the calm and nurturing environment. Staff understand that children can be 
overwhelmed by whole-group situations at the start of the day. Therefore, children 
can choose what they play with and if they play inside or outside. As a result, 
children are confident. They have a positive attitude to learning, make decisions 
and follow their own ideas.

Older children show initiative and use their imagination well. For example, they use 
crates, tyres and other materials in the outdoor area to make vehicles, such as cars 
and an aeroplane. They talk to their friends, share plans and negotiate how the 
wheels will fit and who will be the driver. Staff skilfully join in to extend children's 
learning. Children form secure relationships with their peers. Their physical 
development and ability to play cooperatively are promoted well. Children behave 
well. They take turns and receive lots of positive reinforcement and praise from 
staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff team provide a stimulating curriculum that supports 
children to make good progress from their starting points. The aim of the 
curriculum is for children to be confident and capable when they move on to 
school. Initial assessments and ongoing observations ensure that staff know 
what children need to learn next. Staff quickly identify any barriers children have 
to learning. A highly skilled special educational needs and/or disabilities 
coordinator works with staff, children and parents to provide specific and 
targeted support.

n Children explore a water play activity. They learn how water turns to ice and 
then hold it in their hands and watch it melt. Children learn about animals which 
live in water and are fascinated by the toy whales. Motivated staff enhance 
learning as they share a book about whales. Staff introduce children to 
interesting facts, which they share with their friends. For example, a child points 
out a beluga whale and says they swim slowly. Such activities support children 
to learn about the natural world and develop their interest in books from an 
early age.

n Overall, the manager is aware of staff's strengths and aspects of their practice to 
be developed further. There have been some recent changes in the staff team. 
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Consequently, there are inconsistencies in the high-quality teaching and 
interactions provided to children. Some staff miss opportunities to ask questions 
to extend children's thinking and understanding. Also, some staff do not make 
the most of interactions to enhance the nurturing bonds they have with children 
or extend their learning, such as when staff change children's nappies.

n There is a strong focus on developing children's communication and language 
skills. Staff speak slowly and calmly to children. They have introduced Makaton 
and gestured speech to further support children's understanding. Staff narrate 
what younger children are doing so that they hear new vocabulary. They use a 
'book of the week' strategy to lead discussions and activities. They share the 
book repeatedly and talk about the story. This helps children to understand the 
new words they come across and develop the confidence to use them. Children 
use kind words and develop a strong sense of care and respect for their peers 
and the staff.

n Overall, partnerships with parents are good and parents speak highly of the pre-
school. They comment on the great staff team, the support they provide and the 
wonderful range of learning experiences available. Parents have access to their 
child's online learning record, which helps them to support children's learning at 
home. However, there is less information shared with parents about their child's 
day-to-day care or the daily events and routines in the pre-school.

n The manager, staff and committee of the pre-school have a clear vision for the 
future and are committed to providing a high-quality service. Staff work closely 
together to evaluate practice. Professional development is supported, staff 
morale is high, and staff are motivated, enthusiastic and happy. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a secure safeguarding knowledge. They recognise the 
signs of abuse and neglect and know the steps to take if they are concerned about 
a child or the conduct of a colleague. Staff have completed training. Discussions at 
staff meetings and ongoing questioning keep their knowledge updated. The 
premises are secure and well maintained. Ongoing risk assessments are effective. 
Staff are vigilant and supervise children well, which keeps them safe from harm. 
Robust recruitment and effective induction mean that staff working with children 
are suitable to do so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to provide consistently higher levels of teaching and interactions, to 
further enhance children's learning experiences

n build on partnership working with parents even further so that they are clear 

Inspection report: Pollington Balne Preschool
25 April 2023 3



about the daily care provided to their children and they can access all 
information shared about daily events in the pre-school. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY452159

Local authority East Riding of Yorkshire

Inspection number 10286621

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 11

Total number of places 44

Number of children on roll 92

Name of registered person Pollington-Cum-Balne Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907288

Telephone number 01405 869498

Date of previous inspection 14 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Pollington Balne Preschool registered in 2012. The pre-school employs 11 members 
of staff. Of these, 10 work directly with the children. Six members of staff hold 
early years qualifications at level 3 or above, including one who has qualified 
teacher status and early years professional status. The pre-school is open from 
Monday to Friday all year round, except for bank holidays. Sessions are from 
7.15am to 6pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lindsay Dobson

Inspection report: Pollington Balne Preschool
25 April 2023 5



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school.

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the manager and discussed how 
the curriculum is delivered.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact on children's learning. She spoke with staff and children during the 
inspection.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and deputy manager. She 

looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working 
in the pre-school.

n The inspector spoke with parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: Pollington Balne Preschool
25 April 2023 7

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

