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years provision
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inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive at the after-school club with their teacher. They quickly put their 
belongings away and explore the tabletop activities. Staff encourage children to 
write their name in the child register. Young children concentrate intently as they 
write their name and older children wait patiently for their turn. Children are happy 
and show excitement at being at the after-school club. Children have strong bonds 
with their key person and seek them out to chat about their school day.

Children settle into activities that captivate their interests. For example, older 
children enthuse about doing word searches, when they sit with friends and 
together try to find the words. Staff give children the space and time to build their 
construction models. Younger children happily play with older children and staff. 
For instance, younger children set up the farm with staff, while older children ask if 
they can join in and play.

Children are polite, kind and readily take turns with resources. Children use their 
imagination well and set up a café. Children use the role-play food and menus and 
ask their friends what they want to eat. Children use their phonic skills to sound 
out letters and write the order on a note pad. Staff readily join in with these games 
and children enjoy making pretend tea and dinner.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager supports her staff team well. For instance, staff talk about being 
confident to bring any concerns to her. Staff receive regular supervision and 
training through an online system to help enhance their knowledge. The 
manager works closely with the infant school staff and has regular meetings 
with the headteacher as part of the school's specialist 'attachment and trauma' 
initiative. 

n Staff keep up to date with children's interests and this leads to meaningful 
conversations. For instance, children talk to staff about the film they watched in 
the cinema during the holiday. Staff talk knowledgeably about the characters 
and this furthers the conversation.

n The manager and staff team create a calm space for children at the end of their 
school day. Children make their own choices and staff respect these decisions. 
For instance, some children enjoy reading their school library book, while others 
choose to start their homework with friends. Children are confident and politely 
ask staff for their favourite game of 'Uno' and play with their friends. 

n Staff provide children with a healthy snack at the after-school club. Children 
enjoy cucumber, apples and pizza while they sit and talk to staff about school. 
For instance, children talk to their key person about being 'child of the week' and 
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show excitement at the prospect of moving up to the next school class.
n Children enjoy playing in the outside area. Staff supervise children as they climb 

large play equipment in the school playground and this helps to strengthen their 
muscles. Children request dolls and pushchairs in the outdoor area and staff 
help them carry role-play resources outside. Children create games and happily 
play with their friends.

n The senior leadership team are regular visitors at the after-school club and 
children delight in spending time with them. For instance, older children seek out 
the operations manager and talk to her about their experiences of farms. Young 
children seek out the director and show him items they have built from 
construction toys. The senior leaders have a clear vision for the after-school club 
as a place where children can enjoy their free time and make their own choices. 

n Staff work closely with the school to support children's ongoing learning. For 
instance, staff plan craft activities that help children think about and make 
rainbows. Staff help them think about the colours they might need, and they 
happily sing, 'I Can See a Rainbow' together as they colour paper rainbows.

n The partnership with parents is strong. Parents talk about the importance of the 
after-school club in supporting them and their children. Parents speak about the 
importance of their children being safe and the trust they place in the staff 
team. Parents report they receive feedback from staff at the end of the session. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager understands her safeguarding responsibilities. Staff receive regular 
online safeguarding training. Staff are confident in the signs and symptoms of 
abuse that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. They understand the referral 
process and report any concerns to the manager, which she reports directly to the 
designated safeguarding lead. Staff understand their role in the 'Prevent' duty 
guidance to keep children safe from radicalisation and extremist views. The senior 
leadership team are quick to make safeguarding policy updates and ensure that 
staff have up-to-date information. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY458234

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10280705

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 10

Total number of places 67

Number of children on roll 116

Name of registered person Woodpeckers Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901706

Telephone number 07551332287

Date of previous inspection 27 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

Elson Breakfast & After School Club registered in 2012. The setting is based within 
the Elson County Infant and Junior School in Gosport, Hampshire. The club 
operates from 7.30am until the start of the school day and then from the end of 
the school day until 5.45pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Parker
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the after-school club received since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic 
with the manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
after-school club. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at the after-school club.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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