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Inspection date: 24 April 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happily at this home-from-home provision. They confidently take off 
their own coats and put away their own belongings. They smile as they greet staff 
at the club. Staff have created a culture which promotes children's 'voices' and 
'choices', supporting children's emotional well-being. Staff have created a 
stimulating environment and they skilfully incorporate children's interests into 
activities provided to motivate them. This allows children to be independent in 
choices they make in their play. 

Children behave well and manage their own conflicts. They confidently engage in 
activities together and show an embedded understanding of turn-taking. Older 
children play a game of table football with younger children and they praise each 
other as they score. Other children watch and cheer on their friends. Staff support 
new children on their first day at the club. They sensitively encourage them to join 
them in activities and explore the new environment. Staff give children lots of 
individual attention, so that they feel safe and secure during their time at the club. 
Nurturing staff join in play with children. They play alongside them and engage 
them in conversation about their day. Children respond well to staff. They listen 
and follow instructions well. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children spend a significant amount of their time outdoors becoming 'happy and 
healthy learners'. Older children engage in ball games, and enthusiastic staff 
teach children about working together as a team. Younger children enjoy 
creating their own obstacle course with their friends. They skilfully build and 
balance using wooden planks and crates, learning to manage their own risks 
during their play. Children confidently demonstrate how they line up and take it 
in turns to walk across.

n Children of all ages show a strong understanding of managing their own care 
needs. They attend to toileting and handwashing independently. Children 
confidently self-serve and select their own healthy snack from the nutritious 
options available. Staff encourage children to independently peel and cut their 
own fruits using small knives.

n Staff value children's ideas and artwork and put these on display within the club. 
Children are encouraged by staff to create their own 'wish list' of resources they 
would like to play with. This helps all children to be motivated and remain deeply 
focused in activities. Children's faces are displayed in the play environment, and 
this helps all children to feel a sense of belonging. 

n Relationships with parents are strong. Parents highly praise the club and the 
varied activities that they provide for children. They state that staff are 
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'dedicated' and 'attentive' and that all staff know children as individuals. Parents 
appreciate the flexibility of the club and state that communication between 
parents and staff is a real strength. Children state that they love attending and 
explain they never want to leave. 

n Staff get to know all children very well. They regularly observe children to 
identify their interests and create future learning goals. Staff have a clear 
understanding of their roles and responsibilities while at the club. They report 
that they feel very well supported by leaders and managers. Experienced 
managers encourage staff to discuss and reflect on recent training attended, to 
raise practice across the club. Staff receive feedback on their own practice 
during supervision meetings. Staff use this information effectively to identify 
targets to help them improve in their own role. 

n Leaders and managers prioritise teamwork in the club. They actively seek the 
views of all children and parents who attend. All staff are kept up to date with 
areas of focus for children, and the staff team regularly reflect about the 
individual needs of children in their care. Leaders and managers are highly 
reflective and are passionate about driving continuous improvement across the 
club. For example, they recently adapted their enrolment process to help them 
obtain detailed information about individual children's stages of development. 
This allows staff to have a secure understanding of all children's needs before 
starting at the club.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff share a secure understanding of their roles for keeping children safe from 
harm. Staff complete safeguarding training as part of their induction to the club 
and this knowledge is regularly tested by leaders and managers during 
supervisions. Staff demonstrate a good awareness of wider safeguarding issues, 
including county lines and domestic violence. Staff have sound knowledge of the 
signs and symptoms of abuse. They confidently discuss the correct procedures they 
should follow for recording and reporting concerns to outside professionals. A well-
established relationship ensures that concerns regarding a child's welfare are 
shared with the local schools that children attend.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY469353

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10279963

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 121

Name of registered person Axton, Kathryn Elizabeth

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513469

Telephone number 07496814879

Date of previous inspection 7 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Lambs After School Club registered in 2013 and operates from Grimoldby Primary 
School in Louth, Lincolnshire. The club employs seven members of childcare staff. 
Of these, five hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 3 or above. The 
out-of-school club opens from Monday to Friday for 50 weeks of the year. It is 
closed for two weeks at Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am to 9am and from 
3pm until 6pm during term time. During school holidays, sessions are from 7.30am 
until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Holly Todd
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provision. 

n The club manager showed the inspector the areas children use while at the club 
and discussed how the environment is organised. 

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector made observations throughout the inspection of children's 

experiences in the club.
n The manager, the nominated individual and the inspector held a meeting. The 

inspector looked at a sample of the club's documents. This included evidence 
about staff's suitability.

n The inspector spoke to children during the inspection and viewed a sample of 
written feedback from parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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