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What is it like to attend this school?

Leaders are ambitious and care for the pupils at St Thomas a Beckett. Leaders are
aware of the wide catchment they serve and work to minimise any barriers to pupils’
education. For example, leaders have supported pupils with transport arrangements
when the existing service was removed. Recently appointed leaders have raised
staff’s expectations for pupils by introducing a reviewed curriculum and behaviour
policy. Pupils are beginning to meet these higher expectations.

Pupils can access a wide range of opportunities, both academically and as extra-
curricular activities. They can study Latin and take part in the Duke of Edinburgh
award programme. There is an active student leadership group, who regularly meet
with leaders to share pupils’ views of the school. Pupils know that the staff want the
best for them. Pupils behave well and are polite to all members of the school
community. Bullying is rare. When it does happen, staff resolve it fairly and quickly.

Pupils feel nurtured at this school. They can access pastoral support easily. Leaders
have ensured a strong culture of safeguarding in which pupils feel happy and safe.
They are proud to attend this school. There are strong, positive relationships
between pupils and staff. One pupil summed up the views of many, saying this is a
school where ‘everyone is loved..

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders at all levels are clear about the high ambition that they have for the pupils
at this school, both academically and as citizens of the world. Leaders have
introduced a curriculum that is coherent and well considered. They have defined the
essential knowledge that pupils must learn and the order in which it should be
taught. Leaders are continuing to develop provision in physical education in key
stage 4 to allow pupils time to build their understanding of the subject. Staff in
some subjects, such as modern foreign languages, identify gaps in prior knowledge
and plan teaching to address these gaps. However, in some other subjects, teaching
activities are not chosen carefully enough to support what teachers want pupils to
learn. Pupils are not given enough time to practise new skills and secure their
knowledge before the teaching moves on.

Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well supported.
Leaders ensure that teachers have clear information about pupils with SEND in their
class. Leaders have introduced a phonics programme to support pupils who are at
the early stages of learning to read. The library supports a planned reading
programme for pupils to access a range of books.

Pupils are extremely polite and welcoming to visitors. Leaders have recently
reviewed the behaviour system to simplify and clarify the expectations of all
members of the school community. Pupils conduct themselves well, both in and out
of lessons. However, there are still a small number of areas of the school, such as
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the narrow stairs, where staff do not consistently communicate their expectations
about pupils’ behaviour. This leads to some areas becoming congested. Pupils attend
school regularly and are punctual to lessons. Leaders make use of a well-developed
system to support pupils to attend school.

The culture of the school is understood by all. It is warm and caring. Pupils feel
supported by each other and adults. Staff at all levels appreciate the sense of
community. Staff also feel well supported with their workload. They are very positive
about the professional development and training they receive.

Leaders have ensured that pupils have a voice in the school. They regularly use
surveys to canvas opinions. Leaders have responded to requests by providing
bespoke clubs, such as an additional board games club for pupils with SEND. Pupils
are offered a range of external trips, including residential visits.

Trustees and members of the academy council all have a shared vision. They know
what they want improvement in the school to look like. Governors and trustees
effectively challenge and hold leaders to account. New leaders have brought about
significant changes to the school. However, sometimes they do not analyse the
impact of their improvement actions or evaluate them carefully enough. For
example, the impact of the changes to the behaviour policy have not been analysed
carefully enough. Similarly, leaders with responsibility for curriculum areas have not
analysed the implementation of their changes to ensure that specific groups of
pupils have secure knowledge in all areas.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The safeguarding team have effective procedures in place to make sure that they
know their pupils well. Staff are clear on what to look out for and how to report
concerns about pupils’ safety if needed. The safeguarding team have established
strong relationships with external partners. They are tenacious in securing additional
support for those pupils that need it. The planned curriculum for pupils includes
understanding of local risks and age-appropriate content. Pupils were able to explain
how they might manage risks they could face, both physically and online.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

m Occasionally, some activity choices do not help pupils to remember the intended
content. This means that pupils do not develop a depth of understanding in some
subjects. Leaders should work with teachers to enable them to employ the most
effective teaching strategies and check that pupils have remembered what they
are taught.
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B Leaders do not analyse the impact of their actions carefully enough. They have
not recognised that some of the recent changes, such as the curriculum review
and behaviour policy, have variable impact for specific groups of pupils. Leaders
and staff should evaluate the effectiveness of their recent improvements to see
how it is impacting on specific groups of pupils.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 138950

Local authority Wakefield

Inspection number 10255661

Type of school Secondary Comprehensive
School category Academy converter

Age range of pupils 11 to 16

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 744

Appropriate authority Board of trustees

Chair of trust Lesley Fitton

Headteacher Patrick Caldwell

Website www.st-thomasabecket.bkcat.uk

Date of previous inspection 1 November 2017, under section 8 of the
Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B Since the previous inspection, there has been a change of headteacher. The
current headteacher was appointed in September 2022.

B The school has a specially resourced provision for pupils with SEND. The provision
currently caters for 20 pupils who have complex communication and interaction
needs.

W The school is one of fifteen schools that are part of The Bishop Konstant Catholic
Academy Trust.

B The school has a Catholic character and promotes pupils’ development through
Catholic vision and principles.

B The school makes use of two registered alternative providers.
B The most recent section 48 inspection took place in October 2017.
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Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors spoke to the headteacher and a range of senior leaders during the
inspection.

B The lead inspector met with members of the governing body and board of
trustees.

B The subjects which were considered as part of the inspection, through the deep
dive methodology, were mathematics, modern foreign languages, music and
physical education. As part of the deep dive methodology, inspectors visited
lessons, talked to the curriculum leader for each subject, held discussions with
the teachers and pupils from the lessons visited, and scrutinised pupils’ work.

B To inspect safeguarding in the school, inspectors scrutinised the school’s single
central register, relating to the safe recruitment of those adults who work with
pupils, along with records relating to safeguarding. Inspectors also held
discussions with staff and pupils as well as with the designated safeguarding
leader for the school.

B Inspectors considered the responses to Ofsted Parent View, including the free-
text responses. Inspectors also considered the responses to Ofsted’s online
surveys for staff and pupils.

Inspection team

Chris Fletcher, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector

Gillian Hemming Ofsted Inspector

Bernard Clark Ofsted Inspector

Steve Wren His Majesty's Inspector
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*HK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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