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What is it like to attend this school?

‘Learning and growing together in Christian friendship’ is the motto at St Benedict
Biscop CE Primary School. Leaders have created a strong and inclusive community.
They work hard to ensure that pupils are well prepared for the next stage in their
learning. Pupils and children earn badges for demonstrating the school values such
as generosity, forgiveness and perseverance. Pupils treasure these badges and they
support pupils” exemplary behaviour. Pupils know what bullying is and say that,
although it happens rarely, they are confident that all staff will support them to
resolve difficulties. This helps pupils to feel safe.

Leaders make sure that pupils get off to a strong start in nursery. The well-
developed curriculum takes children’s early learning into account and builds on it
successfully as pupils move through key stages 1 and 2. As a result, all children and
pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND),
achieve well.

Pupils told inspectors that they enjoy school. They persevere in the face of
difficulties. Teachers use their knowledge of pupils to support them and also to
challenge them. Pupils welcome this. They value the wide range of extra
opportunities that are provided for them. Leaders plan activities to support pupils’
learning and to develop their talents and individual interests, for example the art
club, sports clubs and Christian Club.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have a clear vision to enable pupils to achieve well. They are knowledgeable
about what makes high-quality education and use this to secure further
improvement. Leaders have planned the curriculum to ensure that pupils develop
their knowledge and skills over time. In all subjects and across all year groups,
leaders identify the essential learning that pupils need to remember. Teachers use
consistent approaches to help pupils learn. These approaches enable pupils to apply
what they have learned independently.

Teachers use assessment strategies to provide well-matched activities for pupils.
They are ambitious for what all pupils, including those with SEND, are able to
achieve. Successful adaptations support all pupils to access the curriculum. For
example, teachers print text on coloured paper to support the learning of pupils with
dyslexia.

Reading is a high priority. Leaders seek to ensure that all pupils develop as fluent,
confident readers by the time they leave the school. From Nursery, teachers choose
class storybooks which help pupils to develop the vocabulary they need when
learning in other subjects. For example, teachers choose texts to develop pupils’
knowledge of Sikhism and World War Two. Leaders use a structured phonics
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curriculum to help pupils learn to read. Teachers are clear about the sounds and
words that pupils need to remember. Teaching activities are effective to help pupils
to do this. For a small number of pupils, the books they read are not well matched
to the sounds they are learning.

From the early years, adults intervene skilfully to deepen children’s learning and
develop their language. Learning is supported by a rich variety of additional
opportunities. For example, older pupils take part in visits to different places of
worship, including a mosque and a gurdwara. Pupils take part in a very wide range
of varied clubs and activities such as football, art and creative writing. Many pupils,
including those with SEND, take part regularly.

Leaders have a clear commitment to pupil and staff well-being that begins from
Nursery. Pupils build on the strong start from the early years. For example, children
in Reception understand ‘perseverance’ and demonstrate it. Pupils work hard. They
are resilient when faced with difficulties and are motivated to improve. As one pupil
said, 'In all the lessons, we never run out of challenges.’

Pupils know that adults will support them if they need help. ‘Worry boxes’ and ‘worry
monsters’ are used to help them to share concerns. Leaders take highly effective
action to support pupils’ personal development. This is considered in detail. There is
a wide range of opportunities for pupils to take responsibilities, for example by being
on the school council or being a play leader. Pupils are exceptionally mindful of one
another. As one parent said, ‘'The school works as a community, where personal
development is important and explored through the Christian values.’

Leaders and teachers model these values in all aspects of school life. Consequently,
they can be seen in the daily behaviours of children and pupils, who are consistently
kind and thoughtful to each other.

Leaders have a clear and accurate understanding of the school’s effectiveness. They
have shown impressive determination to rapidly improve the school since the last
inspection. Governors and trustees are highly engaged and often visit the school, to
challenge and support leaders. Together, school and trust leaders have provided
highly effective support to all staff to enable them to teach and support pupils well.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Clear safeguarding procedures are understood by all staff. Regular training for staff
and leaders keeps their knowledge up to date. This helps them to identify if a pupil
might be at risk from harm. Arrangements for safeguarding are closely monitored by
leaders and governors. Leaders use their knowledge of their pupils and families to
ensure support where this this needed. They are aware of risks that pupils may face
locally. Teachers ensure that pupils learn about how to keep themselves safe. Pupils
understand hazards and how to manage situations that may present a risk to them,
both online and offline. They are confident in talking to adults if they are concerned.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B For a small number of pupils at the early stage of learning to read, the books they
read are not always well matched to the sounds they are learning. This
sometimes limits pupils’ ability to use their prior knowledge of phonics to read
fluently. Leaders should ensure that the books pupils read are well matched to
the sounds pupils are learning, so that those who struggle to read are supported
well to catch up.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details

Unique reference number 143829

Local authority Staffordshire
Inspection number 10268293

Type of school Primary

School category Academy sponsor-led
Age range of pupils 3to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 209

Appropriate authority Board of trustees

Chair of trust Richard Pithers

Headteacher Nicola Scott-Worthington

Website www.st-benedictbiscop.staffs.sch.uk
Date of previous inspection 12 and 13 September 2019, under

section 5 of the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B |eaders do not make use of any alternative provision.

B The school received its last section 48 inspection of church schools on 16 June
2016. Section 48 inspections were suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
They restarted in September 2021. The next inspection will be within eight years
of the last section 48 inspection.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors held meetings with governors, the headteacher, lead teachers,
teachers, an early careers teacher and pupils. They also talked informally to
pupils and staff to gather information about school life.
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B Inspectors focused on the following deep dives: early reading, mathematics,
science and physical education. Inspectors looked at leaders’ curriculum planning,
visited lessons, heard pupils read to a familiar adult, looked at pupils” work and
talked with pupils and teachers about pupils’ learning. Inspectors also looked at
the curriculum in other subjects.

B Inspectors reviewed a range of school documents. These included information
about pupils’ behaviour, attendance, the school’s curriculum and improvement
planning. The school’s website was also checked.

B Inspectors talked to staff and leaders about safeguarding arrangements. They
examined how leaders make employment checks on staff and scrutinised further
safeguarding records. They also looked at how incidents that are reported by
pupils are recorded and analysed.

B Inspectors observed informal times of the day to evaluate safeguarding and
pupils’” behaviour.

Inspection team

John Rowe, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector

Stephanie Peters Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: St Benedict Biscop CofE Primary School 7
28 and 29 March 2023


mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/ofsted

