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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy and settled, including babies who are very new to the nursery.
Before starting at the nursery, children attend settling-in sessions with their
parents. This helps them to establish early relationships with the staff and their
peers. Staff follow children's individual routines in line with their needs. Babies
sleep when they need to and develop warm relationships with their key person.
Babies show they feel comfortable with the staff. For example, they climb onto
staff member's knees during play and seek out staff for cuddles. Older children
confidently chat to visitors and tell them all about what they enjoy most about the
nursery. Children feel safe in this welcoming nursery.

Leaders plan and provide an ambitious curriculum. Staff place a strong focus on
promoting children's independence and developing their communication and
language skills. For example, older children practise wearing school uniforms and
tidy resources after using them. Younger children learn how to pour drinks by
themselves and wash their hands on their own. This promotes children's
independence and self-awareness to look after their belongings. Babies explore
books with their key person. They point at pictures in the storybooks and copy as
staff make animal sounds. Older children listen intently as staff tell them what is
for lunch, introducing new words such as 'couscous' and 'tagine'. This helps to
expand their growing vocabulary. Staff complete regular assessments to help
minimise any gaps in learning. As a result, children make good progress from their
starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders are passionate about their vision for the nursery. They reflect on
practice and strive for improvement. The manager and long-standing staff team
have a positive approach to providing the best outcomes for children. They
implement advice and guidance from the local authority and other agencies to
enhance staff's knowledge and understanding of safeguarding and practice. Staff
say they feel well supported in their roles.

B Babies are developing a sense of identity and belonging. For instance, staff
encourage them to look at their reflection in mirrors. They use words to describe
babies' features, such as eyes, ears and nose. Babies laugh and point to their
nose as they look in the mirrors, attempting to copy words that staff use. This
helps to support babies with their early speaking skills.

W Stories are paramount to the nursery's curriculum. Children actively get books
out and look at the pictures independently. Staff engage children further as they
read stories with excitement and enthusiasm. Furthermore, leaders promote
'story bags', where children can take books home to enjoy with their families.
Children are developing a love of reading.
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m Occasionally, the set routines followed by staff do not consider the needs of the
older children. For example, after mealtimes, 'quiet time' is promoted for all
children. Children lay on blankets to listen to an audio story for an extended
period. At these times, some children become restless, distracting their peers
because they are not interested in this activity.

W Staff encourage children to be independent learners and give them lots of
opportunities to explore and experiment using different materials. For example,
older children participate in dry food play. Staff successfully encourage children
to make predictions on how many scoops will fill containers, and they introduce
mathematical concepts such as 'volume, depth and similarity'. Children work
together to test their ideas of which is 'smaller' and 'bigger'. As a result, children
become confident to use mathematical language in their play.

m Overall, children behave well. Older children demonstrate a good understanding
of their own and other's emotions. They are beginning to regulate their own
behaviour and build strong friendly relationships with each other. For instance,
during their chosen play, they listen and respect each other's ideas, waiting for
their peer to finish speaking before they start. Babies learn to value each other's
space from an early age, and staff sensitively support them to share resources.
Staff step in when they see younger children's unwanted behaviour. However,
they do not always consistently use the behaviour management strategies that
are in place, and children's learning can be disrupted.

W Partnership with parents is strong. Parents are extremely complimentary about
the care and education that the staff provide their children. They are happy with
the progress that their children make. Leaders and staff work hard to build
positive relationships with the parents. They provide them with a wealth of
information. For example, one leader has taken additional courses to support
families with neonatal babies or breast-fed babies, preparing these families for
nursery life and promoting home visits for the transition into the setting,
particularly around feeding and attachment issues.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that staff undertake safeguarding training and provides
regular support to help them understand their duties in relation to safeguarding.
Staff are very knowledgeable about how to keep children safe. Staff know the signs
to look out for in children and their wider families. They know what to do if they
have a concern about a child's safety and well-being. Additionally, staff know what
to do if they have a concern about a colleague's conduct. The manager follows
robust recruitment procedures to ensure that staff are suitable to work with
children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
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B organise quiet times more effectively so that they accommodate children's needs
more successfully

B ensure behaviour management strategies are consistently used by all staff
throughout the setting.
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Information about this early years setting

Little Foxes Childcare and Education for Children and their Parents opened in 1993
and re-registered in 2002 following an expansion of its premises. The setting
operates from a detached building situated in the village of Brinkworth, Wiltshire. It
opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6.30pm, all year round. The nursery is in
receipt of funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two,
three and four years old. There are 40 members of staff. Of these, 33 hold
appropriate early years qualifications, including four staff who are qualified to

degree level.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Marie Swindells
Sarah-Louise Clements
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B This inspection was carried out as a result of a risk assessment, following
information received about the provider.

W The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including the suitability checks
of all adults working in the setting.

B The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector carried out one joint observation of an activity with the manager,
and they evaluated this together.

B The inspector observed staff practice in all the rooms and spoke to them at
convenient times during the day.

B The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their
views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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