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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils are happy, friendly and welcoming. Most work hard in lessons and enjoy
playing enthusiastically with their friends at playtimes. Pupils know that staff care
about them. As a result, they trust them and feel safe in school. Pupils understand
about online bullying.

Staff manage behaviour well. They are patient and have good relationships with
pupils. Pupils understand the different forms of bullying. They say that staff listen to
them and sort things out if anything happens.

Leaders’ expectations for pupils” achievement are not fully realised. Some areas of
the curriculum are not as well developed as others and there is variability in how
well some curriculum subjects are delivered. This means that pupils, including those
in the early years, do not gain the key skills and knowledge needed to achieve
appropriately for their age. Leaders have not always checked this well enough.

Pupils understand the school values. Older pupils enjoy taking on extra
responsibilities, including helping their younger friends during lunchtimes. Pupils
value their rural environment and are keen to keep it free from litter. They are
accepting and welcoming to those who are different from them. They particularly
enjoyed taking part in a city visit to different places of worship.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school has been through a turbulent time. Governors have not always had an
accurate enough view of the quality of education at the school. However, they have
recently acted swiftly to ensure that the school has the leadership capacity it needs.
The interim headteacher and other professional partners are working with school
leaders to ensure that the school continues its improvement journey.

Leaders have established a broad curriculum. In most subjects, leaders have
thought about what knowledge they want pupils to learn and the order in which
they will learn it. Where the curriculum is well developed, pupils remember
important facts, for example about the Great Fire of London. However, some
foundation subjects are not as well developed, and pupils struggle to remember
important information.

Some subjects are not delivered as successfully as others across the mixed-age
classes. This means that they do not achieve as well as they should and are not
ready for the next stages in their learning. Pupils mostly listen and pay attention.
However, when the work is too easy or too hard pupils are not as motivated as they
should be. Leaders expect staff to check what pupils know and remember within and
across the curriculum. This is particularly successful for pupils at the early stages of
learning to read.
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The reading leader has ensured that reading is a priority. Pupils get off to an early
start and they read phonetically decodable books which are well matched to their
needs. As a result, pupils at the early stages of learning to read are progressing
well. Pupils who have fallen behind in their reading have additional support which
helps them catch up. Pupils have mixed views about reading; however, they enjoy
listening to the stories that staff read daily and can talk about favourite books.

Children in the early years, including very young nursery children, are happy and
settled because adults interact with them throughout the day. The curriculum sets
out important things for pupils to learn. However, provision in the early years is not
yet sufficiently adapted to meet the needs of all children. This means that children
do not have enough opportunities to independently practise new skills, explore and
make connections in their learning.

Provision for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities is well
managed. Clear systems are in place to identify pupils and provide support matched
to their needs. Teachers adapt learning activities in the classroom to ensure that
pupils are fully included. Those with challenging behaviour or complex needs receive
the support they need. Specialist support accessed by leaders also helps to meet
pupils’ needs.

Pupils behave well around school, showing respect and kindness towards each other.
Leaders have taken action to improve attendance and made necessary changes to
ensure that pupils get to school on time.

Pupils enjoy the visits and visitors the school arranges. Through assemblies and the
curriculum, pupils know that discrimination in all forms is wrong. They have a
growing understanding of other world faiths and fundamental British values.

Staff value the approachability of senior leaders and governors and the support they
receive from them. Governors are determined to improve standards at the school.
They have taken action to address staff workload. The work with a multi-academy
trust is helping to provide effective support for leaders. Parents and carers are aware
that considerable change has taken place at the school. The vast majority can see
the improvements that have been made.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders make sure that staff receive regular training so they know how to recognise
and report any concerns. They work well with families and other agencies to protect
pupils at risk of harm. Leaders know their pupils well. However, sometimes the
actions they take to keep children safe are not recorded in the school’s online
system.

Inspection report: St Bartholomew's CofE (C) School 3
21 and 22 March 2023



Oféted

Leaders carry out important checks on staff before employing them. Through the
curriculum, pupils learn how to keep themselves safe, including when working
online. They feel safe in school because they know they can talk to a

trusted adult if they are worried about anything.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The actions that leaders take in relation to safeguarding and behaviour are not
always recorded in the online system that the school uses. This means that
information is not always easily accessible to help leaders decide on the action
that needs to be taken. Leaders should ensure that all actions are consistently
recorded in the school’s online system so that they have a clear overview of what
is happening and what they need to do next.

B Some curriculum planning is not as precise as it should be. This means that
teachers are unclear about what pupils need to learn and by when. Leaders
should ensure that all curriculum planning is sequenced equally well, in order to
help teachers to precisely plan the next steps in learning that pupils need so that
pupils know more and remember more.

B Some curriculum subjects are not delivered as successfully as others across the
mixed-age classes. As a result, older pupils do not achieve as well as they should
and are not always well motivated. Leaders should ensure that teachers have the
skills to adapt and teach the curriculum to pupils of different ages and with
different needs within their classes.

B The curriculum provision in the early years is not sufficiently adapted to meet the
needs of all children. This means that children do not have enough opportunities
to practise new skills, explore and make connections in their learning. Leaders
should ensure that staff review how the environment and available resources are
used to support and adapt the curriculum, in order to ensure that children make
the progress that they should.

B Governors have not always had an accurate enough view of the school. As a
result, they have not always held leaders to account effectively. Governors should
continue to seek and secure the support that the school needs in order to help
leaders to continue to make the necessary improvements to raise standards.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
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Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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Information about this school

*HK

Ofsted

124261
Staffordshire
10240126

Primary

Maintained

2to 11

Mixed

48

The governing body

Kate Brown

Anne Collins
www.st-bartholomews-longnor.org.uk

19 October 2021, under section 8 of the
Education Act 2005

B The headteacher was not present for this inspection. An interim headteacher was

present throughout the inspection.

B |eaders have been supported formally by The Talentum Learning Trust since

February 2023.

B The school caters for two-year-olds in its early years provision.

B |eaders do not use alternative provision.

B The school is part of the Church of England in the Diocese of Lichfield. The
school’s last section 48 inspection was in December 2015. Section 48 inspections
were suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic. They restarted in September
2021. The next inspection will be within eight years of the last section 48

inspection.
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Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the second routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic
with leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

W Inspectors met with the interim headteacher, the leader for special educational
needs and other leaders.

B Meetings were also held with the chair of governors, a representative from the
local authority, a representative from the diocese and the chief executive officer
of the trust providing support to the school.

B The inspectors carried out deep dives in reading, mathematics and history.
Inspection activities in these subjects included lesson visits, discussions with staff
and pupils, meetings with subject leaders to discuss the curriculum and work
scrutiny. The lead inspector also observed pupils reading to a member of staff.

B Inspectors also looked at curriculum planning and pupils” work in French,
geography and science.

B Inspectors reviewed a range of documentation provided by the school. This
included leaders’ own self-evaluation, the school development plan, minutes of
governor meetings and headteacher reports. Additional school review documents
completed by the local authority were also evaluated.

B Inspectors reviewed safeguarding arrangements. The lead inspector met with
safeguarding leaders and looked at documentation provided by the school,
including the single central record. Discussions with staff and pupils were held
about the school’s approach to safeguarding.

B Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour in lessons and around school and talked to
them informally about behaviour, bullying and welfare. Behaviour and attendance
records were also checked.

B Responses from staff and parent questionnaires were considered, together with
the views of parents on Ofsted Parent View.

Inspection team

Stephanie Moran, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector

Ben Cox Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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