
Inspection of Blackmoor Park Day 
Nursery
Blackmoor Park Infant School, Leyfield Road, LIVERPOOL L12 9EY

Inspection date: 17 April 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have a wonderful time at this fun nursery. They enter enthusiastically and 
are eager to explore the wide range of resources available to them. Babies smile as 
they shake instruments along to songs and as they feel sand between their toes. 
Older children eagerly scoop up sand and gather leaves to make 'pizza' outside. 
They proudly show their finished creations to staff. Children are inquisitive learners 
and make clear progress from their starting points.

Children have formed strong relationships with the caring staff and each other. 
They are consulted before staff change their nappies and before they change their 
clothes. Children show great pride in their achievements, which are valued by the 
staff. As children build tall towers, they clap and announce, 'I did it'. When babies 
crawl through tunnels, they cheer as they get to the other side and celebrate with 
staff. These respectful relationships help children to feel valued and secure.

Children play cooperatively and invite others into their play. Babies pass books to 
each other, then snuggle up on cushions as they turn the pages together. When 
older children struggle to carry heavy objects, they ask their friends to help. 
Children work together to create a tractor with crates and tyres. Staff have high 
expectations for children's behaviour, and children respond to gentle reminders 
throughout the day. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, leaders have used self-evaluation effectively to address 
the weaknesses raised. They regularly provide staff with training and feedback 
about their teaching and practice. However, there are still some minor 
inconsistencies in teaching and in the implementation of the leaders' intended 
curriculum. Leaders have plans to continue to embed this support to raise the 
quality of teaching to the highest possible level. 

n Leaders have prioritised children's communication and language development 
following the COVID-19 pandemic. Staff value children's chatter and keep 
conversations going by using children's interests to motivate them. For example, 
children engage in deep conversations about their favourite superheroes. Staff 
use opportunities during play to support children's communication skills. As 
babies hold out their hands, staff respond by singing 'Row, row, row your boat'. 
Children are enthusiastic and confident communicators.

n Children are active in their learning. They are provided with continuous access to 
the outdoor play area and have many opportunities to practise their large-
muscle skills. Children carry heavy objects and are proud of their 'superhero 
strength'. Older children are careful to negotiate around obstacles as they ride 
on wheeled toys. These opportunities help to promote children's strength, 
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coordination and well-being.
n Staff provide engaging activities to support children's literacy development. 

Children have many opportunities to strengthen the small muscles in their 
hands, in preparation for later writing. Children and families are provided with 
access to a range of books. Children are encouraged to tune into sounds they 
hear. They excitedly tell staff when they hear birds outside. Staff develop 
children's early literacy skills, which they will need in later learning.

n Staff promote children's early mathematics skills effectively. As children fill up 
containers, staff introduce language such as 'full'. When children build towers, 
staff describe them as 'gigantic'. Children use opportunities as they play to test 
out their mathematical understanding. They proudly gather bamboo leaves and 
order them by size. Children are gaining a positive attitude and interest in 
mathematics.

n Leaders are knowledgeable of how to support children's individual needs. Staff 
complete regular assessments of children's progress and identify any gaps in 
children's development. Staff gather keywords in children's home languages, and 
leaders use translators to support the sharing of information with families. 
Effective partnerships have been established with a range of outside 
professionals.

n Parents are extremely positive about this 'friendly and inclusive' nursery. They 
feel fully informed and updated about their children's learning from the 
'professional' staff team. Parents state that their children love attending. They 
have seen lots of progress with their children's development and are supported 
to understand how they can extend learning at home. Parent partnerships are a 
strength of this nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders provide all staff with regular training and support to continually improve 
their safeguarding knowledge. Staff understand the signs and indicators of abuse. 
They are clear on the steps to take if they have any concerns about children's 
welfare or about the conduct of a colleague. Staff talk confidently about how they 
keep children safe, such as by following safe sleep guidelines. Children are 
provided with many opportunities to learn about safety. As staff see sand on the 
floor, they talk to children about the potential slipping risk this poses.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to support staff in developing their practice, in order to raise the quality 
of teaching to the highest possible level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY391320

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10242578

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 64

Name of registered person Blackmoor Park Infant School Governing 
Body

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905488

Telephone number 0151 228 8576

Date of previous inspection 21 April 2022

Information about this early years setting

Blackmoor Park Day Nursery registered in 2009 and is situated in Liverpool. The 
nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, 11 hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 2 or above. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all 
year round. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two- and three-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Weston
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n Leaders spoke to the inspector about children's learning and development with a 
particular focus on communication and language.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an outdoor activity with a 

member of the leadership team.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke with members of the leadership team about the leadership 

and management of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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