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Inspection of a good school: Bushbury 
Nursery School 
Bushbury Lane, Bushbury, Wolverhampton, West Midlands WV10 8JP 

 
  
Inspection date: 28 March 2023 
 
 

Outcome 
 
Bushbury Nursery School continues to be a good school. 

 
 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Bushbury is a truly inclusive nursery school. Children settle quickly into nursery life. The 
welcome from staff is warm and friendly. Parents appreciate how well staff get to know 
their child as an individual. Parents spoke to inspectors about the high levels of care and 
support for their children. 
 
This is a happy nursery. Children quickly follow the simple routines in place. Children learn 
how to play together and share equipment with others. Children love learning in the well-
resourced indoor and outdoor areas. They are keen to put their wellingtons on and play 
outdoors. Learning is exciting, and children are quickly immersed and focused in their 
play. 
 
Staff communicate well with parents. Many parents talked about how the school had gone 
above and beyond for their child and family. Children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND) access high-quality provision in the schools SEND inclusion 
resource-based provision.  
 
In all nursery rooms, the atmosphere is calm and purposeful. Adults speak in a reassuring 
way to children and praise good behaviour. Unkind behaviour is rare. Adults are adept at 
helping children who need extra support to manage their emotions and behaviour. As a 
result, children feel safe and behave really well.  
  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders are aspirational for all the children. They have developed a curriculum that 
promotes children’s curiosity and learning in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics. The environment is rich with opportunities to build these skills. Work 
benches with tools, both indoors and outdoors, provide a wealth of hands-on learning. 
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Staff promote exploration through skilful questioning. Staff encourage the children to use 
new language to explain their ideas. For example, during the inspection, children playing 
with wooden blocks explained that they were steppingstones to ‘walk across lava flowing 
from a volcano’. Children achieve very well in an environment that promotes their curiosity 
and imagination. 
 
Leaders’ plans for the curriculum provide staff with what children should know. Staff find 
curriculum plans helpful in setting individual milestones for children. This helps children to 
learn well across all areas of the curriculum. Staff really do get to know each child. 
Leaders regularly check what each child can do and what they need to learn next.  
 
A love of rhyme starts with the ‘Terrific for Twos’ class and is seen in all nursery groups, 
including the inclusion resource-based provision for children with SEND. Rhymes are used 
as part of everyday routines to welcome children to the class at the start of sessions. 
Children enjoy action rhymes. Music is used to settle and soothe children during quieter 
times of the day.  
 
The inclusion resource-based provision provides highly personalised programmes for 
children with SEND. Staff have an excellent knowledge of each child. Children across the 
nursery learn to sign using Makaton. All children, including those who are non-verbal, 
benefit from the effective communication systems in place.  
 
Staff encourage the children to become independent. Children quickly learn how to put 
their coats on. They told inspectors that they needed their hoods up and coats zipped up, 
as it was a rainy day.  
 
Children learn about other religions and festivals. Healthy eating is promoted, and children 
make choices about food at snack times. These activities all enrich the high-quality 
curriculum offer. 
 
Governors are knowledgeable about the quality of education and the school’s curriculum 
offer. However, governors do not make the same rigorous checks in other aspects of the 
school’s work. For example, governors are not aware that some administration and 
record-keeping systems do not always match what is set out in school policies. This 
impacts on how effectively governors hold leaders to account.  
 
Staff are proud to work at Bushbury Nursery. They value how thoughtful leaders are of 
their workload. Staff work closely with parents and carers. Parents speak highly of the 
school. During the inspection, parents joined the Easter bonnet parades. Children 
participated in this celebration with great enthusiasm.  
 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Staff are vigilant in looking for signs of abuse or neglect. Staff receive training and know 
who to report their concerns to. When concerns are raised, leaders act swiftly.  
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There are systems for recording and reporting concerns, and these are detailed in school 
policies and approved by governors. However, leaders’ records of actions taken are not 
always well organised or maintained in line with school policies. 
 
Staff are trained in paediatric first aid. Staff work well with external health agencies to 
ensure training is regularly updated to support children with SEND and medical needs. 
 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 The administration and record-keeping of children’s records are not always managed in 

line with some school policies. Although this does not put children at risk, it does mean 
that leaders cannot quickly identify what actions have been taken. Leaders must ensure 
that records are completed and maintained in line with school policies. 

 Governors do not regularly check that policies are implemented consistently. Staff are 
not always following some policies governors have approved to the level of detail 
recorded in policies. As a result, governors do not always hold leaders to account 
rigorously enough. Governors should check that leaders have provided staff with 
regular updates and training to enable them to closely follow the policies and 
procedures set out.  

 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school 
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called an 
ungraded inspection, and it is carried out under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We 
do not give graded judgements on an ungraded inspection. However, if we find evidence 
that a school would now receive a higher or lower grade, then the next inspection will be 
a graded inspection, which is carried out under section 5 of the Act. Usually, this is within 
one to two years of the date of the ungraded inspection. If we have serious concerns 
about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem the ungraded 
inspection a graded inspection immediately. 
 
This is the second ungraded inspection since we judged the school to be good in March 
2013. 
 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 104285 

Local authority Wolverhampton 

Inspection number 10256964 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 5 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 89 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Joanne Aston 

Headteacher Heidi Bullock 

Website www.bushburynursery.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 21 November 2017, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 
 

Information about this school 
 
 The school has provision for two-year-old children in its ‘Terrific for Twos’ classes. 

 There is an inclusion resource-based provision for children with SEND. The children 
have a range of complex needs. The resource provision has 20 places for children 
between the ages of three and five.  

 The school does not use any alternative provision. 

 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic 

began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and have taken 
that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors held meetings with the headteacher and teachers who are the designated 
senior leaders. 

 Inspectors held meetings with the special educational needs coordinator. 
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 Inspectors carried out deep dives in communication and language, literacy and 
personal, social and emotional development. For each deep dive, inspectors visited 
lessons, spoke to staff, spoke with children and viewed children’s work and learning.  

 Inspectors explored other curriculum areas such as mathematics, physical development 
and knowledge and understanding of the world. In these areas, inspectors reviewed 
curriculum plans, talked with leaders and explored how adults support the children in 
the setting. 

 The lead inspector met with a representative of the local authority. 

 The lead inspector met with representatives of the governing body. 

 Inspectors viewed a range of documents, including local authority visit notes, 
governing body minutes and safeguarding and behaviour records. 

 Inspectors took account of the responses to Ofsted’s surveys for parents and staff. 
Inspectors spoke to parents. 

 
 
Inspection team 

 

Pamela Matty, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Ian Beardmore Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2023 
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