
Inspection of Greenfields Nursery
MEADOWS SURE START, Kirkby Gardens, Nottingham NG2 2HZ

Inspection date: 13 April 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive with big smiles, eager to start their day at this friendly, nurturing 
nursery. They are greeted warmly by caring staff who take time to chat to them 
about their morning. Children separate easily from their parents, confidently 
waving goodbye and telling them, 'I will see you later'. They embrace staff with 
spontaneous hugs and show that they feel safe and secure.

Children settle quickly and explore the range of inviting activities with confidence 
and independence. Babies investigate coloured scarves. They wave them around 
their heads and giggle as staff engage them in games of peekaboo. Babies join in 
with singing familiar songs. They clap their hands excitedly and say, 'Quack, quack, 
quack'. Toddlers enjoy using flannels and cloths to wash dolls. They plunge their 
hands into water trays and move them around to splash their 'babies'. Pre-school 
children become engrossed in moulding play dough to make pretend cakes and 
biscuits. They show control using rolling pins and cutters. They spend time 
sprinkling flour onto their mixtures and explain, 'This is milkshake'. Children browse 
through cook books and choose recipes. They use oven gloves to put their cakes 
into play ovens, telling staff, 'This needs baking for 2000 minutes'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children make good progress and are well prepared for their next stage of 
learning. Staff evaluate children's learning and identify gaps in their 
development. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive 
good levels of care. Staff ensure that referrals are made in a timely manner and 
children's first languages are shared and celebrated.

n Children's behaviour is good. They share toys and take turns without being 
prompted. For example, they share chalks as they draw pictures saying, 'Can I 
have that after you?'. Children make firm friendships. They greet each other with 
hugs and invite their friends to sit next to them. Children show an awareness of 
routines and expectations. They tidy away toys and line up quietly to go outside.

n Children benefit from fresh air and physical exercise in the spacious, outdoor 
area. This helps promote their good health. Toddlers pedal tricycles and whizz 
down slides. Babies are mesmerised by bubbles released from wands. They 
stretch up high and clap their hands together to pop them. Pre-school children 
initiate ball games. They throw and kick footballs, exclaiming, 'That is a goal!'.

n Children demonstrate excellent independence. They pour their own drinks and 
use spoons and tongs to serve themselves food at lunchtimes. Pre-school 
children show competence in putting on their coats. They manage zips, expertly 
explaining, 'Put the zip bits together and then pull'. Staff give clear instructions 
and then step back to allow children time to master new skills. This promotes 
children's confidence.
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n Children learn about the world around them. They use watering cans to water 
vegetables and peer closely to see which plants are the tallest. Children have 
been nurturing caterpillars into butterflies. They show great excitement as they 
watch butterflies being released from their nets. They are captivated as 
butterflies flutter into the air.

n Leaders and managers form a strong team. They have a clear vision for the 
future and are committed to providing high-quality care and learning for 
children. Staff benefit from a range of training opportunities to further develop 
their skills and knowledge. Leaders place a high priority on staff well-being. As a 
result, staff feel valued and supported.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Staff act upon transition information they 
receive from parents. This results in new children settling quickly. Parents say 
staff go 'above and beyond' and that their children love attending. Parents 
borrow learning bags containing books and activities to support their children's 
learning at home.

n Staff have a clear vision of the curriculum. However, they do not always consider 
the impact of background noise and distractions on children's learning. For 
example, staff arrange furniture in preparation for lunchtimes while children take 
part in group activities. As a result, children are not consistently engaged in 
meaningful learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete regular training to keep their awareness of child protection issues 
up to date. They know the possible signs and symptoms of abuse and neglect and 
show an awareness of wider safeguarding issues, such as female genital mutilation. 
Staff know how to identify and report concerns regarding the behaviour of an 
adult. The manager ensures that all staff have a working understanding of 
safeguarding and she regularly uses questioning techniques to test this. Leaders 
have sound recruitment and induction procedures in place to help ensure that staff 
are suitable to work with children. Staff provide a safe and secure environment for 
children through regular checks and risk assessments.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to minimise disruption to children's learning so that children benefit 
from meaningful learning at all times.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY467697

Local authority Nottingham

Inspection number 10280517

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 53

Number of children on roll 49

Name of registered person The Greenfields Centre Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904876

Telephone number 01159867495

Date of previous inspection 23 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Greenfields Nursery registered in 2013 and is located in Nottingham. The nursery 
employs 10 childcare staff. Of these, nine hold appropriate early years qualification 
at level 3 and one at level 2. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year 
round, except for bank holidays, Christmas and two weeks in August. Sessions are 
from 8am to 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Oakden
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken this into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and the inspector had a learning walk together of all areas of the 
nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact this has on children's learning.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation together.
n Staff and children spoke to the inspector at appropriate times throughout the 

inspection.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their opinions.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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