
Inspection of Little Academy Nursery
Tipton Sports Academy, Wednesbury Oak Road, TIPTON, West Midlands DY4 0BS

Inspection date: 12 April 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy being a part of this friendly and welcoming nursery. They form 
strong bonds with the staff and ask them to join in with their play. Children watch 
intently as staff make marks in a tray with chalk and enjoy using water to make the 
chalk lines disappear. Children learn to use large and small movements to develop 
their mark-making skills. Staff are good role models for children and encourage 
respectful behaviour. They remind children of behaviour expectations and support 
children to learn how their behaviour affects others. Children enjoy climbing the 
ladder of success board when they achieve new skills or because of the kind 
behaviour they show to others.

Children learn to develop a sense of belonging. They sit with staff and talk about 
what they have done on their holidays. They look through photos and talk about 
the activities they took part in. Staff are intuitive and recreate similar experiences 
for children to complete at nursery. They practise painting rocks and recall designs 
they created on holiday. Staff use this opportunity to encourage all children to 
share their experiences and acknowledge the new skills they have learned.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have a clear vision of what they want children to learn. They focus on 
building children's confidence and independence. Children have opportunities to 
use the attached sports centre and learn how to navigate unfamiliar spaces with 
support from staff. This helps to prepare children for their next stage of 
learning.

n Staff plan activities for children based on their interests and what they choose to 
play with during the day. They talk to children about what they are doing and let 
children lead their own learning. However, when children come to the end of an 
activity, staff do not always know how to extend the activity to capture children's 
interest even further. 

n Children learn to be physically healthy. They have opportunities to be active and 
use the outdoor facilities at the sports centre. They learn the importance of 
eating healthily and how this affects their oral health. Children use a model 
mouth to practise brushing teeth and notice when teeth are completely clean. 

n Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. They are good role models 
for children and remind them to be kind to each other. Children manage conflict 
in a calm manner and are beginning to learn how their behaviour affects others. 
Staff mindfully praise children for their kind behaviour which helps reinforce their 
expectations. 

n Children learn to be effective communicators. Staff use open-ended questioning 
techniques to support children to think critically and develop their problem-
solving skills. Staff ask children, 'What happens when you mix different-coloured 
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paint together'? Children watch as paint changes colour and describe what is 
happening. 

n Staff review children's progress regularly. They use assessment effectively to 
identify any gaps in children's development and create suitable learning goals for 
children based on what they know about them. Children's learning targets are 
displayed throughout the nursery to support staff to implement these in each 
area of learning. 

n Parents are viewed as an important part of children's experiences at nursery. 
Staff share ideas for helping children to learn at home and meet regularly with 
parents to review children's progress. Parents comment that their children are 
happy to attend and appreciate the support they receive from the staff team. 
They especially value the daily updates they receive about the activities children 
have enjoyed during their day. This helps provide consistency of care. 

n Staff regularly improve their personal development. Leaders identify training for 
staff to complete which increases their knowledge and skills about children's 
learning. However, staff are not always given opportunities to implement what 
they have learned in practice. Leaders often step in and take the lead during 
learning activities, rather than providing coaching. This means other staff 
members sometimes sit and watch, rather than being actively involved in 
progressing children's learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their responsibilities in relation to safeguarding children. They can 
identify signs which may mean a child is at risk of harm and know the procedures 
to follow should a concern arise. Staff understand the procedures to follow if an 
allegation is made against another member of the staff team. Risk assessments are 
carried out daily and any identified risks to children are actioned and reduced. 
Leaders ensure staff have received safeguarding training and appropriate 
recruitment procedures are in place to ensure the suitability of staff. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen coaching strategies for staff to build their confidence in leading 
activities for children 

n consider the planning of activities to further enhance the learning opportunities 
offered to children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY366156

Local authority Sandwell 

Inspection number 10284990

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 14

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Willan, Elaine

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908726

Telephone number 0121 796 1520

Date of previous inspection 5 December 2017

Information about this early years setting

Little Academy Nursery registered in 2008. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, 
from 7.45am to 5pm, all year round except for bank holidays. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Christine Ward
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual/registered individual about 
the leadership and management of the setting.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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