
Inspection of Strawberry Poppets 
Nursery School
Baneberry Drive, Featherstone, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire WV10 7TR

Inspection date: 4 April 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in the secure and exceptionally welcoming environments at this 
setting. Staff take great care to nurture all children so that they feel safe and well 
cared for. There are warm, trusting relationships between children and staff. 
Children are evidently extremely happy and thoroughly enjoy the time they spend 
in the setting. They make excellent progress in all aspects of their learning and 
development.

The setting provides an ambitious, broad curriculum, which is built on children's 
interests. As a result, children are highly engaged and motivated to learn. Children 
delight as they take part in an abundance of stimulating learning experiences. For 
example, they choose to bake shortbread to share with the elderly at the 
community centre and plant seeds in the outdoor area. Staff skilfully extend 
children's knowledge and understanding through a vast array of activities, ensuring 
a careful balance between adult-led and child-initiated activities. Children are 
exceptionally well prepared to move on to the next stage in their learning, including 
the move to school, when the time comes. Children learn lifelong skills, including 
how to be considerate of others. They share resources and take turns as they play. 
All children behave exceptionally well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The quality of teaching is exceptional. Staff are unwavering in their desire to 
provide consistently outstanding education and care for all children. They are 
accomplished in setting up challenging learning activities that ignite children's 
natural curiosity. For example, children in the pre-school room thoroughly enjoy 
slicing, squeezing and comparing different citrus fruits. Children benefit from 
exciting learning opportunities and consistently demonstrate tremendously high 
levels of engagement.

n The development of children's early language and communication is a clear 
priority. Staff support children's talk exceptionally well. Children's vocabulary is 
expanded, as staff introduce new words, such as 'echo'. Books, songs and 
stories are an intrinsic part of the setting. Children enjoy selecting books from 
the wide selection available to them. They enjoy sharing stories and songs with 
their friends. Staff ask children engaging questions about the stories they are 
reading. Older children begin to learn the different letter sounds as they sing 
phonics songs. They develop a love of books and some early reading skills. They 
develop a wide vocabulary and become confident communicators.

n Children benefit from meaningful and memorable experiences that teach them 
about the wider world. For example, they learn about special times and 
celebrations, such as Chinese New Year and Easter. Children also take part in 
local events, such as Remembrance Day. Children learn that all people are 
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different. This means they begin to develop an understanding of their own 
uniqueness and respect for others.  

n Staff have excellent knowledge and understanding of child development. They 
regularly assess what children know and can do. Where gaps are identified, staff 
liaise with parents and other professionals to ensure that children receive any 
available support. Allocated funding is spent wisely to ensure it has maximum 
impact on children's progress. For example, weekly visits form a sports specialist 
supports children's physical and social development. All children make excellent 
progress from their starting points.

n Healthy lifestyles are exceptionally well promoted. All children benefit from 
freshly prepared, nutritious meals. They discuss how eating fruit and vegetables 
help us stay healthy. Children learn about the importance of following rigorous 
hygiene practices, including good oral hygiene and regular handwashing.

n Since the last inspection, leaders have invested heavily in staff's professional 
development. They continually strive to elevate the quality of this already 
exceptional provision. Staff take full advantage of regular training opportunities 
to keep their knowledge up to date. Staff are wholly passionate about providing 
unrivalled levels of care and education. They seek targeted professional 
development opportunities to meet the needs of the children in their care, such 
as courses in safer sleep and supporting early communication and language. In 
turn, staff knowledge and understanding are continually enhanced, and they are 
extremely well equipped to meet the needs of the children.

n Parents speak extremely highly of the levels of care and education their children 
receive at the setting. They praise the way staff work in partnership with them 
to support their children to make continued progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders recognise that children's safety and well-being are of paramount 
importance. All staff have undertaken appropriate safeguarding training. They fully 
understand their responsibility for protecting children and keeping them safe. Staff 
are extremely knowledgeable about the possible indicators of abuse and know how 
to manage concerns, complaints and allegations appropriately. There are robust 
processes for recruiting staff to ensure their ongoing suitability to work with 
children. Rigorous risk assessments are carried out for all activities. Children are 
well supervised, including those who are sleeping. These measures help to ensure 
the premises is secure and that children are safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 218500

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10280489

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 6

Total number of places 41

Number of children on roll 65

Name of registered person Bissell, Anna-Marie

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513165

Telephone number 01902 727 211

Date of previous inspection 22 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Strawberry Poppets Nursery School registered in 2000. The nursery employs eight 
members of childcare staff, all of whom hold approved qualifications at level 2 or 
level 3. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 
7.30am until 5.45pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Dukes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The proprietor, manager and the inspector had a learning walk together to 
discuss their intention for children's learning. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children.
n Children spoke to the inspector about what they do at nursery. 
n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation. 
n The inspector took account of parents' views about the setting.
n The inspector looked at a sample of relevant documentation and reviewed 

evidence of the suitability of staff working at the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Strawberry Poppets Nursery School
4 April 2023 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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