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Overall effectiveness Outstanding 

The quality of education Outstanding 

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding 

Personal development Outstanding 

Leadership and management Outstanding 

Early years provision Outstanding 

Previous inspection grade Good  

   



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Addingham Primary School 

7 and 8 March 2023 2 
 

 

 
 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
All pupils are incredibly proud to attend this outstanding school, where they thrive in 
every area. Over time, despite the challenges of a global pandemic, this school has 
provided an exceptional educational offer. All staff have the highest expectations of 
pupils. Every aspect of the quality of education provided at Addingham Primary is 
first class. 
 
Pupils’ experiences of wider curriculum opportunities are exceptional. Pupils work 
with nationally leading expert professionals, such as Professor Rick Battarbee 
Emeritus, Professor of Environmental Change at University College London, and with 
local community and environmental groups. This has truly enriched pupils’ learning 
experiences. Pupils’ depth of knowledge in all subjects goes far beyond national 
curriculum expectations.  
 
The exceptional curriculum for pupils’ personal development has led to a rich culture 
of mutual respect. Pupils take leadership roles in many aspects of school life. This 
includes as playground leaders. There is no bullying. Pupils use the strategies they 
have learned to settle minor friendship difficulties between themselves, resolving 
conflict with maturity. They know that some pupils struggle socially, and pupils 
independently find ways to help them. Pupils may not use this terminology, but they 
understand the principle of making reasonable adjustments, and they naturally find 
ways to do this. Pupils’ attitudes are remarkable.      
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
At Addingham, outstanding leadership starts right at the top. Governors have a 
crystal-clear strategic plan to give pupils the best education possible. Their 
ambitious vision is shared by all staff. This is reflected in the outstanding education 
and care that pupils receive.  
 
The new headteacher immediately prioritised the development of curriculum subject 
leaders. Staff use research evidence to underpin their curriculum design and 
teaching methods. Leaders teach alongside their colleagues to model best practice 
in each curriculum subject. They use assessment to check pupils’ understanding 
carefully. The headteacher was determined that every teacher should rapidly achieve 
the highest standard of expert subject leadership. They have succeeded.  
 
Staff appreciate the time that leaders give them to manage their workload. Leaders 
have improved the implementation of the curriculum exponentially. Teachers’ subject 
knowledge is superb in every national curriculum subject. They are rightly proud of 
this achievement because it has led to pupils having excellent curriculum knowledge 
and high achievement.  
 
Leaders have designed a challenging curriculum that exceeds national expectations 
for the early years. Children learn to read quickly and accurately. Most children can 
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read words consistent with the phonic knowledge and sound blending that they 
learn in lessons. All adults are experts in how young children learn. Consequently, 
staff have created an enabling environment in Reception that children find 
irresistible, preparing them fully for key stage 1.  
 
In mathematics, opportunities for children to practise counting, calculating and 
investigating are threaded throughout the provision. These activities are carefully 
planned and structured. As a result, children consolidate their learning 
independently when they are playing. This is rapidly building children’s knowledge of 
number, and their confidence in explaining their mathematical thinking and 
reasoning.  
  
Leaders sustain an equally ambitious curriculum in key stages 1 and 2. Pupils thrive 
on this curriculum and ultimately, they achieve exceptionally well in English, 
mathematics and science by the end of key stage 2. Year on year, pupils are 
thoroughly prepared for secondary education. 
 
Teachers frequently check and review pupils’ learning and progress in phonics. The 
curriculum for early reading is successfully adapted for pupils with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). The special educational needs 
coordinator (SENCo) takes advice from specialist teachers in the local authority. 
They design together a personalised curriculum for those pupils with SEND who 
need this. This is successfully helping all pupils with SEND learn to read well. 
 
The quality of the curriculum at Addingham is exemplary. Pupils’ attitudes to 
learning are excellent because lessons are so fascinating and appropriately matched 
to what pupils need to learn next. Leaders provide exciting opportunities for 
geography fieldwork or science investigations in the school grounds. Younger pupils 
are enthusiastic explorers in science.  
 
In geography, leaders skilfully build pupils’ mapping and atlas skills sequentially. 
Pupils move from studying aerial plans and line route maps to learning about 
compass points and contour lines. The depth of their knowledge and skills in all 
curriculum subjects exceeds national curriculum expectations. 
 
The curriculum for pupils’ moral education is exceptional. Leaders have structured 
personal, social, health and economic (PHSE) education, so that it is woven 
throughout the curriculum. Leaders arrange a wide range of educational visits and 
interfaith projects to enrich pupils’ deep knowledge of different beliefs and cultures. 
Pupils’ depth of learning in history helps them to understand how this changed the 
world. For example, pupils compare past discrimination of women as suffragettes, to 
the equality for men and women in the world today. These pupils are exceptionally 
well prepared to make a positive contribution to society as future leaders. 
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Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Staff know the signs that may indicate that pupils may be at risk of harm. Leaders 
work closely with other professionals to keep pupils safe. 
 
Pupils understand the risks they may face outside of school. The PSHE curriculum 
helps pupils learn how to keep themselves safe locally and online. Pupils understand 
consent and why this is important. 
 
Pupils are confident that they have a trusted adult in school to talk to. Pupils speak 
warmly about the impact of nurture support on their good mental health. 
 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 107286 

Local authority Bradford 

Inspection number 10255628 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 188 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Anna Robinson 

Headteacher Linda Spinks 

Website http://www.addingham.bradford.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 4 and 5 February 2020, under section 8 
of the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The headteacher has changed since the last inspection. The new headteacher 

took up her post as interim headteacher in September 2022. She was appointed 
permanently as substantive headteacher in January 2023. 

 The school does not use alternative provision. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders 
and have taken this into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors met the headteacher, the SENCo and the early years leader. The 
reading, mathematics, science and geography subject leaders also met 
inspectors. Inspectors gathered additional evidence from the religious education 
and computing subject leaders.  
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 A meeting was held with three governors, including the chair of the governing 
body. The lead inspector met a representative from the local authority.   

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading and phonics, 
mathematics, science and geography. For each deep dive, inspectors met with 
subject leaders, looked at curriculum plans, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to 
teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of 
pupils’ work. 

 Pupils’ behaviour and safety was evaluated in lessons, before school, in the dining 
room and at breaktimes. 

 Senior safeguarding leaders met inspectors to discuss recruitment and 
safeguarding records. 

 Inspectors reviewed Ofsted’s online survey, Ofsted Parent View, and survey 
responses from staff and pupils.  

 

Inspection team 

 

Tracey Ralph, lead inspector His Majesty's Inspector 

Jen Sloan His Majesty's Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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