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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils learn well and benefit from a strong curriculum at Tang Hall Primary School.
Leaders ensure that pupils follow the school’s hew behaviour policy. Pupils
understand and respect the traffic-light colour system. They strive to meet the high
expectation of always remaining on green. There are warm and supportive
relationships between pupils and staff.

Pupils are safe at the school. Pupils have a good understanding of bullying and are
confident that teachers will sort out any problems that arise. The school council
values working alongside school staff to achieve an anti-bullying award.

Leaders provide pupils with opportunities to build resilience, experience enrichment
and explore the wider world through their ‘"CREW’ activities. Pupils value the CREW
pass activities, such as making bird feeders, learning to sew on a button or
supporting a charity. This helps pupils to build their confidence, extend their
vocabulary and have a better understanding of the world.

Leaders help pupils to be good citizens by supporting their community. Pupils visit a
care home, sing at the supermarket and organise their own charity bake sales.
Pupils have many opportunities to develop leadership skills. For example, there are
library, friendship, sports and play leaders. This helps to give older pupils a greater
sense of responsibility as they progress through the school.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Since the previous inspection, leaders have worked with passion and determination
to further improve the curriculum and the behaviour of pupils. Leaders have
completely redesigned the curriculum. Leaders began by revisiting the school vision
of ‘proud to achieve together’. They used this to construct a curriculum that starts in
the provision for two-year-olds and builds progressively to Year 6. The quality of the
curriculum is not reflected in the outcomes pupils achieved in 2022. These were
significantly affected by the disruption caused by the pandemic.

Leaders know that speech, language and communication difficulties can be a barrier
to pupils’ learning. Leaders have designed the curriculum to address this. Teachers
ensure that vocabulary is a focus in every lesson. They introduce and recap the
specific vocabulary that they want pupils to use to help them to remember
important knowledge. Teachers make links to the language that pupils have learned
before. Leaders use a weekly revisit and review session to check what pupils are
remembering.

In some foundation subjects, the work that teachers set pupils to complete is in
some cases too limited and does not capture their curriculum coverage. The work
that pupils are asked to complete does not enable them to fully demonstrate the
depth of their understanding.
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In contrast, the mathematics curriculum is a strength of the school. Leaders have
developed a range of materials to support teachers to implement the teaching of
mathematics effectively. The ‘understanding four operations’ starter to each lesson
enables pupils to embed their arithmetic knowledge. Leaders check mathematics
carefully and give focused feedback to staff to ensure that there is consistency in
practice. Leaders use these checks to adapt and improve the mathematics
curriculum. Leaders in foundation subjects have not had the same opportunity to
coach staff to the same extent. This is limiting the impact they can have on the
refinement of the curriculum in foundation subjects.

Leaders provide a reading area in every classroom to encourage a love of reading.
Leaders have specifically chosen books to reflect different genres, authors and
diversity. Early years teachers share significant books with parents and carers
through a virtual library. This helps parents to support their children when reading at
home. Pupils use their phonic knowledge to decode new words in their reading
books. Pupils who need more support to catch up with phonics receive extra phonic
sessions daily.

Staff build strong links with parents. Early years teachers welcome parents into the
classroom at the start of each day to share in their child’s learning. Leaders identify
pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities quickly. Leaders put effective
systems and support in place.

Some aspects of the personal development curriculum are stronger than others. For
example, pupils confidently discuss equality, diversity, staying safe when online and
mental health. Pupils’ knowledge of fundamental British values and world religions is
less secure.

The trust and local governing committee understand the strengths and areas that
need developing in the school. The governors recognise the exceptional support the
trust has given the school to support the leaders to make improvements.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders have identified aspects of the locality that pose risks to the pupils, such as
the danger associated with the nearby railway line. As a result, leaders organised
visits from Network Rail to share important safety messages.

Leaders deliver annual training and do regular quizzes with staff to ensure that they
are retaining safeguarding information. Pupils report safeguarding concerns to adults
in school. Records of racism, poor behaviour or alleged bullying are detailed.
Leaders ensure that pupils know how to stay safe when online. They know to keep
their profile anonymous and to report and block strangers.
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What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Some subject leaders have not had enough opportunity to check the teaching of
the foundation subjects. This hampers their ability to improve this aspect of the
school’s work and to make refinements to the curriculum. Leaders should support
subject leaders to help them to better check and develop the curriculum in their
areas of responsibility.

® In some foundation subjects, the work that pupils are asked to complete does not
enable them to demonstrate the depth of their understanding. Leaders should
provide pupils with greater capacity to demonstrate independently what they
have learned.

B Some aspects of personal development are not as well developed as others. This
means that some pupils’ knowledge of aspects such as British values and world
religions is less secure than it should be. Leaders should ensure that they provide
more opportunities for pupils to develop their understanding of these areas.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 143509

Local authority York

Inspection number 10255619

Type of school Primary

School category Academy converter
Age range of pupils 2to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 247

Appropriate authority Board of trustees

Chair of trust John Hattam
Headteacher Johanna Slack

Website www.tanghallprimary.co.uk

25 and 26 February 2020, under section

Date of previous inspection 8 of the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school is part of Pathfinder Multi-Academy Trust.
B The school has provision for two-year-olds.
B The school uses one registered and one unregistered alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors met with the headteacher, curriculum leaders, staff and pupils.
Meetings were also held with representatives of the local governing committee,
the chair of the board of trustees and the chief executive officer.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in early reading, mathematics, science, physical
education and history. For each deep dive, inspectors met with curriculum

Inspection report: Tang Hall Primary Academy 5
21 and 22 March 2023



Oféted

leaders, spoke to pupils and teachers, visited lessons and looked at pupils’ work.
The lead inspector heard pupils read.

B Inspectors examined safeguarding records, attendance figures, curriculum plans
and policies.

B An inspector visited the unregistered alternative provision and made a telephone
call to the registered provision.

B The views of parents were considered from the responses to the Ofsted Parent
View questionnaire.

B The views of staff and pupils were considered from meeting with them and from
their responses to Ofsted’s questionnaires.

Inspection team

Alison Stephenson, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector

Helen Hussey Ofsted Inspector

Melanie Kane Ofsted Inspector

Inspection report: Tang Hall Primary Academy 6
21 and 22 March 2023



*HK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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