
Inspection of Oasis Nursery
The Oasis Village & Childrens Centre, St. Michaels Avenue, WISBECH, 
Cambridgeshire PE13 3NR

Inspection date: 5 April 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in the nursery's fun and enabling environment. They freely move 
between the room to the garden, accessing activities of interest. In the garden, 
children scoop bird seed into jugs ready to pour into bird feeders. Staff talk to 
them about what seeds they can see and who they are feeding. Other children play 
inside, exploring water with different parts of their bodies. Staff encourage children 
to paddle in water and feel it on their toes. 

Children are confident and happy. They have formed secure attachments with staff 
in the nursery and seek comfort from them where needed. Staff know the children 
well, and areas of the room and garden are designed specifically to meet the needs 
of all children. Children enjoy well-designed areas, such as book and sensory 
corners, where they can enjoy quiet time and take part in calming activities. Staff 
provide good opportunities for children to develop their physical skills. Children 
pedal bicycles, steering carefully to navigate round the garden. 

Children are aware of the behavioural expectations set in the nursery. In the 
garden, children give a sand timer to their friends to tell them that it is their turn to 
ride the bicycle. Children are receptive to this and, as a result, they play well with 
each other and make good friendships. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are taught about how to lead a healthy lifestyle. They brush their teeth 
at the nursery and participate in various activities to promote oral hygiene. Staff 
support families with relevant information to ensure that they can access dental 
treatments. Children grow their own vegetables in the garden and plan to 
harvest them to cook soup. Staff encourage children to make healthy choices. 
They talk about different types of fruits as they encourage children to try the 
snack. 

n Staff use Makaton signing with children to help to promote their language skills. 
This supports children to communicate effectively. Children who speak English 
as an additional language are very well supported. Staff use key words in 
children's home language and speak clearly, allowing children time to respond. 
However, sometimes, staff do not ask questions that prompt children to express 
their thoughts. This means that children do not have rich opportunities to 
develop their thinking and problem-solving skills.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported 
exceptionally well. Staff work in partnership with families to ensure that children 
are supported with their transitions to school. Staff are sensitive to children's 
needs and use visual aids to support them to communicate with others. The 
special educational needs coordinator communicates effectively with staff and, 
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consequently, all staff know how best to support children and have a good 
understanding of each child's individual needs. 

n Children are given lots of choices about what they want to do. Staff provide 
rolling snack and mealtimes so that children can decide when they would like to 
eat. They make good use of learning opportunities as children explore different 
activities. For example, staff talk to children about the shapes that they can see 
as they cut up fruits. 

n Staff provide great opportunities for children to be able to learn about the 
community around them. Children go on visits to police stations and local 
supermarkets. The manager arranges for people to bring in different animals to 
visit the children to help them to learn to care for living things. The children pick 
apples from their community garden and take bags of them home to share with 
their families. 

n The manager is very passionate about delivering high-quality care and 
education, and models good practice within the nursery. As a result, staff work 
collaboratively and share best practice to improve outcomes for children and 
their families. Staff comment that they feel valued, and the manager ensures 
that staff are supported with their health and well-being. Parents are full of 
praise for the support that their families receive. They commend the support 
that staff provide for their children and the progress that their children make.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand how to recognise the signs and symptoms that indicate that 
children may be at risk of abuse or neglect. They know how to report and record 
their concerns and confidently talk about the referral process with the local 
authority. Staff have a sound knowledge of safeguarding concerns, such as 
protecting children from radicalised views and female genital mutilation. They 
attend meetings that refresh their knowledge of safeguarding. The manager 
completes checks to ensure the suitability of all staff who work with the children. 
Staff risk assess areas as children play, talking to them about the safe use of 
knives and mopping up spills swiftly to help keep them safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's interactions and questioning skills to give children even more 
opportunities to express their thoughts and feelings. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY381650

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10280700

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Cambridgeshire County Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902405

Telephone number 01945 428 660

Date of previous inspection 28 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

Oasis Nursery registered in 2008. The nursery is open from 8am until 5pm, Monday 
to Friday, throughout the year. There are five members of staff working with the 
children. Two hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, one at level 6, 
and the deputy manager has completed level 4 training. The nursery manager 
holds qualified teacher status. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy Clarkson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector completed a learning walk of the areas used by the setting to find 
out how they are organised, and the range of activities provided indoors and 
outdoors.

n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.
n The inspector checked a sample of documentation, including evidence of staff's 

suitability and training.
n The inspector held regular meetings throughout the inspection to keep the 

provider and the manager updated.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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