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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children at the camp are happy. They make new friends each time they attend and 
they tell visitors about the fun they have. Children join in with a range of activities 
and are confident to ask for help when needed. Staff offer encouragement and 
support. Children develop their self-confidence and try out new things. They share 
their joy and excitement when they achieve their goal. When building a den, 
children jump up and down, shouting 'Look, I did it', sharing their experiences and 
achievements with peers.

Children demonstrate excellent behaviour while at the camp, that is supported by 
staff's outstanding modelling. They listen carefully to leaders and follow 
instructions well. Children are polite to each other and show respect for staff and 
children around them. For example, they make sure peers have space and move 
themselves, so that everyone has room to sit. They take turns and share resources 
exceptionally well.

Children learn about healthy eating and how to look after their bodies. They collect 
stars for each fruit snack they eat at camp. Children and staff talk about the 
healthy foods in their lunch boxes and what foods help their bodies to grow big 
and strong.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The camp provides children with a well-supported settling-in process. Parents 
share information before children begin, highlighting any areas where children 
may need extra help. Staff are aware of children's needs and interests and plan 
activities and routines to suit each group. This means, children settle quickly and 
are happy to separate from parents. Children who regularly attend the camp 
build relationships with staff and settle in very well. They learn and develop over 
time, increasing their confidence and independence and learning new skills.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are included 
and provided with additional support if they need it. Parents report that their 
children are well supported at the camp. They have developed strong 
relationships with members of staff and their children are very happy to attend. 
The management team provide children with a calm sensory area that they can 
use when needed. Staff have previous experience of working with children with 
SEND and they use their knowledge and good practice at the camp. They 
provide children with a safe and comfortable place to explore and learn. 

n Children are allocated a key person when they join the camp. This person is 
known as the group leader. Parents comment that their children's key persons 
provides them with feedback at the end of the day and if they need to speak 

Inspection report: Barracudas (Huntingdon)
12 April 2023 2



with them at any time, they know they can ask to see them. Parents explain that 
the communication from staff is fantastic and they are confident their children 
are safe and well looked after at the camp. 

n Children engage in activities of their interest. When given the choice, a small 
group of children choose 'bench ball'. They are enthusiastic and enjoy working in 
teams to win the game. Staff play alongside the children. They provide support 
and encourage children to keep trying. Children develop their confidence and 
team building skills. Staff model excellent behaviours and communication, 
demonstrating to children how they can play. 

n The camp has a robust procedure for safety and risk assessments. Management 
work with the school to ensure the site is kept safe and secure for all children. 
Risk assessments are carried out for each activity and staff are provided with 
activity safety cards to remind them of the risks and safety measures. Only staff 
with specific training are able to lead high-risk activities, such as fencing and 
dance. This ensures children are kept safe at all times during the camp. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have an excellent knowledge of safeguarding. They are confident to discuss 
the signs of abuse and know who to contact if they have any concerns about a 
child at the camp. Staff carry safeguarding information on the lanyards they wear 
and safeguarding procedures and contact details are displayed around the setting. 
Therefore, all staff have access to information should they need to report any 
concerns. Staff attend regular training to keep their knowledge up to date. If they 
have concerns about another member of staff, they are confident to follow the 
camp's whistle-blowing policy.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 259646

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10280790

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 14

Total number of places 220

Number of children on roll 936

Name of registered person Young World Leisure Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900856

Telephone number 01480 467 567 

Date of previous inspection 17 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Barracudas (Huntingdon) registered in 1995. It is one of a number of holiday 
camps run by Young World Leisure Group Ltd. The club employs 16 members of 
childcare staff, of whom four hold early years qualifications at level 3. The early 
years manager holds qualified teacher status. The camp operates Monday to 
Friday, during Easter, summer holidays and some half terms. Opening times are 
from 8am to 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Vikki Reynolds
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their routines and safety at the camp. 

n Staff talked to the inspector about their understanding of safeguarding 
procedures. 

n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation to check the suitability of 
staff working at the camp. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between the staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the camp with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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