
Inspection of Kingsmead Day Nursery 
Limited
Kingsmead Nursery, Gordon House, Winchester SO23 7DD

Inspection date: 4 April 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

There is a very clear shared vision for children's learning and development, linked 
to nursery's values and parents' involvement. There are high expectations for all 
children to make good progress, including children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND) . 

Children's sensory development is a strong focus for staff. For instance, children 
explore paint, shaving foam, modelling dough and dried rice. They thoroughly 
enjoy playing with water, compost and fresh carrots and use their imagination 
while pretending to make 'soup'. Staff help children to learn about their own safety. 
For instance, when under close supervision, older children enjoy learning how to 
use a firepit in the outdoor play area.

Children behave well. Staff have a caring and patient approach and give children 
lots of cuddles and reassurance, which enables them to feel settled and secure. 
Staff patiently encourage children to get involved in the activities and respond to 
their interests. Older children take part in yoga and music-and-movement activities. 
They learn to balance and ride two-wheeled bicycles, and develop strength in their 
arms as they swing from low-level gym apparatus. Babies confidently pull 
themselves to standing to reach and explore chiffon scarves and climb on and off 
large foam blocks. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery manager works effectively with staff to make continuous 
improvement to children's care and learning. Together they have reorganised 
and significantly improved the indoor and outdoor play areas to create an 
exciting, well-organised learning environment that motivates children to learn 
and develop the skills they need for the future. 

n Staff often praise children during their play. They give children stickers to 
celebrate their achievements, clearly explaining to them what they have done 
well. Children feel good about themselves and develop good self-confidence. For 
instance, when they decide to build an aeroplane using construction resources 
and understand the stickers have been given to them for working together, 
sharing and taking turns.

n Staff support children to be helpful and develop good independence. For 
instance, they encourage children to choose, wash and cut up fresh fruit to eat 
at snack time. Additionally, staff ask children to be 'busy bee helpers', on a daily 
turn-taking basis, where they are responsible for laying the lunch tables and 
giving plates of food to the younger children. Older children queue up to be 
served and independently carry a tray, cutlery and their food to the table which 
supports them to be ready for starting school. 
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n Staff help children who speak English as an additional language to make good 
progress in their communication and language development. They introduce 
activities that inspire children to talk in their home languages as well as in 
English. For instance, they put on traditional clothing and initiate dancing 
activities and discussions that relate to the children's families' cultural 
celebrations.

n The manager is a positive role model for staff and children. She works hard to 
train staff, influence their practice and support their continuous development. 
Staff join in children's play, help them to use the resources and overall extend 
their learning and development. However, children are not consistently 
challenged to make the best possible progress.

n The manager fully understands her role as special educational needs coordinator 
(SENCo). She works closely with staff, parents and other agencies who regularly 
visit the nursery to help children with SEND make good progress. The SENCo 
runs a daily communication and language group that successfully helps children 
to catch up in their speech and language development.

n With parents' consent, the manager sends other early years settings that 
children attend information about their individual needs. However, she does not 
establish two-way communication with these settings to further support 
continuity in children's care and learning.

n Staff talk with children during their play, ask them questions and build on their 
language development. Most children are confident communicators. However, 
staff do not consistently give children time to think and respond before asking 
them further questions. This reduces the opportunities for children to remember 
and talk about what they have already learned to further develop their 
communication skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers focus strongly on staff deployment to ensure that children are kept safe. 
Staff work well as a team to supervise the children, indoors and outdoors, and 
meet their individual needs. Managers regularly review and risk assess accident 
records. They use this information to ensure that staff adapt their practice and the 
environment to reduce and remove any hazards to children. All staff complete 
safeguarding training. Managers and staff have a good knowledge and 
understanding of child protection. They are aware of the signs that children may be 
at risk of harm and know how to keep children safe, including making referrals to 
other agencies if needed. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n develop all staff knowledge and understanding of how to extend and challenge 
children's learning further so that they make the best possible progress

n coach and support all staff to review and adapt their practice to further develop 
children's communication skills and language development

n strengthen partnership with other early years settings that children attend to 
support continuity in their care and learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY493008

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10281903

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 59

Number of children on roll 104

Name of registered person Kingsmead Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534857

Telephone number 01962 862 266

Date of previous inspection 21 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Kingsmead Day Nursery Limited registered in 2015. It is located in Winchester, 
Hampshire. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm, for 51 weeks a 
year. There are 16 staff, of which 11 hold  relevant childcare qualifications from 
level 2 to level 6. The setting receives funding to provide free early education to 
children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Cathy Greenwood
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and discussed the 
curriculum.

n The inspector observed children during activities, indoors and outdoors.
n The manager and the inspector completed a joint observation together.
n The inspector talked with children, staff and parents at appropriate times during 

the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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