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Inspection of Sheriff Hutton Primary
School

West End, Sheriff Hutton, York, North Yorkshire YO60 6SH

Inspection dates: 21 and 22 March 2023
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Early years provision Good

Previous inspection grade Good



Ofsted

What is it like to attend this school?

Leaders have maintained the warm and welcoming ethos in this inclusive school. A
strong sense of community is at the heart of this small school. Pupils are proud of
the work they do for the community such as litter picking in the village.

Leaders are ambitious for all pupils to achieve well, including pupils with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). They have made many changes to
improve the curriculum that are helping pupils to achieve well.

Pupils value equality and diversity. They know it is ‘okay to be different’. Pupils enjoy
the many opportunities to take on leadership responsibilities by becoming members
of different councils such as the Erasmus council, where older pupils enjoy
communicating with their peers in schools in a variety of European countries. They
learn about sports and what it is like to live, for example, in Sweden.

In most lessons, pupils’ behaviour is good. This helps pupils to focus on their work.
They value friendships. Pupils appreciate the friendship bench for anyone who may
be feeling unhappy. They look out for each other. Pupils know to talk to a trusted
adult when they need help. Pupils know about different types of bullying. Bullying is
rare. Adults act quickly to prevent bullying and to keep pupils safe in school. As a
result, pupils feel safe in school.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have made many changes to improve the school’s curriculum. They have
identified end points for each subject. The curriculums for reading and mathematics
show the clear sequence of knowledge and skills that build to these end points.
However, in some subjects including science and history, the endpoints are too
broad and not as clear as they could be. They do not specify the sequence of
knowledge pupils must acquire step by step and year on year. Therefore, some
pupils struggle to connect their learning so that they are well prepared for the next
stages in their learning.

In mathematics, teachers provide pupils with opportunities to practise what they are
learning. This help pupils to remember the content so that they are ready to learn
new ideas. Teachers make regular checks on pupils’ understanding. They make sure
pupils are supported effectively so that they achieve well. For instance, teachers
provide opportunities for pupils to revisit topics if they have not understood a new
concept during the lesson.

Most pupils say that they love to read. Younger children in Reception enjoy the
stories that staff read to them. Leaders have ensured that high quality texts support
pupils’ learning of the curriculum. The phonics scheme is used well by staff. Most
reading books are matched accurately to pupils’ phonic knowledge. This helps pupils
to gain fluency in reading. Assessment is used effectively to identify any gaps in
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phonic knowledge. Teachers make sure that pupils receive extra help so that they
keep up with their peers. Older pupils enjoy reading often from a wide range of
quality texts such as ‘The Nowhere Emporium’ by Ross MacKenzie. They discuss and
summarise the main ideas from paragraphs in the story. Pupils achieve well in
reading.

Leaders have made significant improvements to the support provided for pupils with
SEND. Staff receive clear information that enables them to put the right support in
place for every pupil. Leaders ensure that all staff are trained to support pupils well.
Staff are caring. For example, they use their expert knowledge to help pupils to
maintain focus in lessons. Assessment is highly effective in identifying pupils’ needs
and gaps in knowledge. This means that pupils with SEND access all areas of the
curriculum with success.

Staff in the early years ensure that children get off to a strong start. Routines are
well established. Effective care and well-placed support ensure that children thrive.
For example, children come into the classroom in the morning and start practising
their writing. As a result, children are well-prepared for the next stage in learning.
Children are confident to leave their parents and carers and get straight into
learning.

The curriculum for developing pupils’ character is of a high quality. Older pupils
show maturity when discussing what they have learned about healthy relationships.
Pupils enjoy the wide range of clubs on offer such as football, kickboxing and tennis.
There are many different councils for pupils to develop their leadership skills. Pupils
vote for their peers to become members of each council. Council members enjoy
leading whole school assembly every Wednesday. Some pupils enjoy learning to play
musical instruments such as the violin, keyboard or recorder. Every year, older pupils
take part in the Young Voices choral event in Sheffield.

Governors know the improvements that leaders have made and what they need to
do to get better. Governors and leaders have focused on the right priorities. Staff
value and appreciate these changes. They feel that leaders take practical steps to
support their workload.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff know pupils and their families well. They receive regular training
and updates about how to keep children safe. There are thorough systems in place
for staff and pupils to report and record any safeguarding concerns. Leaders act
swiftly to ensure that pupils who need additional support receive the necessary help.

Pupils are taught how to keep themselves safe both in the local community and
online. Leaders ensure that pupils understand how to keep themselves safe in a
range of situations. Appropriate recruitment checks are undertaken to ensure that all
staff are safe to work in the school.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B In science and some foundation subjects, including history, some pupils struggle
to remember what they have learned. This is, in part, because knowledge is not
broken down into precise, well-sequenced steps. The sequence of learning
between end points is not clear for teachers to ensure that lessons build
knowledge over time. Leaders need to ensure that these curriculums identify the
sequence of knowledge that pupils need to remember and that teachers are
supported to implement these subject curriculums effectively.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 121342

Local authority North Yorkshire
Inspection number 10255610
Type of school Primary
School category Maintained
Age range of pupils 4to11
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 106

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Ms Catherine Butt

Headteacher Mrs Beverley Stell

Website www.sheriffhuttonschool.org

Date of previous inspection 3 March 2020, under section 8 of the
Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B Since the last inspection, a new chair of the governing body has been appointed.

m Children in early years and pupils in Year 1 and Year 2 are taught in three
separate single-age classes. There are two mixed-age classes for pupils in Year 3
and Year 4, and pupils in Year 5 and Year 6.

B The school operates a governor-run after-school club. It offers wraparound care
for pupils who attend the school.

W The school does not currently use alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.
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Inspectors met with the headteacher and senior teacher. The lead inspector met
with the school’s education adviser from the local authority. The lead inspector
also met with six governors including the chair of the governing body.

Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics,
science and history. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed the curriculum with
subject leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some
pupils about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work.

The lead inspector listened to a sample of pupils in Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 read
to a familiar adult. During the inspection, inspectors met with groups of pupils to
consider their views about the school.

Inspectors spent time in early years and the lead inspector met with the early
years leader to consider how children learn in the provision.

The lead inspector met with the special educational needs coordinator, visited
some interventions for pupils with SEND and looked at targets set for their
learning.

Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour in lessons, at breaktimes and around the
school.

To inspect safeguarding, inspectors spoke to staff, parents and governors. The
lead inspector checked the single central record. The lead inspector also met with
the designated safeguarding lead and scrutinised safeguarding records.

An inspector spoke to parents and carers. The lead inspector considered
responses to the online questionnaire, Ofsted Parent View. Responses to the pupil
and staff surveys were considered.

Inspection team

Kathryn McDonald, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector

Andrew Yeomans Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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