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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children flourish in this friendly nursery. Children of all ages form exceptionally
close bonds with staff. Babies gaze into the eyes of their key staff, giggling and
smiling at their nurturing interactions. Toddlers cuddle up to staff for affection
when tired. Older children rush to greet managers when they enter the room,
taking them by the hand and engaging them in their play.

Children are highly independent and demonstrate immense pride in completing
age-appropriate tasks. Babies delight at finding their own drinking cups throughout
the day. They proudly show visitors how they are learning to wipe their noses and
place tissues in the bin by themselves. Older children are selected to become
lunchtime helpers. They are excited to put on their special uniforms before setting
the tables and serving meals to their friends.

Children's communication skills are exceptionally well promoted in this language-
rich environment. Staff engage incredibly well with children, modelling new and
challenging vocabulary at every opportunity. For example, toddlers are deeply
engaged in a kitchen role-play activity. Staff encourage them to find alternative
words to describe the various sizes and shapes of the fruit they explore. Young
babies giggle and clap with delight at the songs and rhymes that staff sing to them
throughout the day.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Managers and staff are passionate about their role in supporting children's
development. Comprehensive monitoring of children's progress enables them to
swiftly identify when children need additional support, including the most able
children. Staff extend and adapt activities well to ensure that they are suitably
challenging for all children. For example, children explore a painting activity.
They develop fine motor skills by using pipettes to pick up the paint, and explore
the marks they make. The most able children are encouraged to mix specific
paints together to create new colours.

B Partnerships with parents is of an exceptionally high standard. Managers and
parents work together to establish a support network for new families, which
offers impartial advice to parents as well as feedback about the nursery. The
highly reflective management team use this information to adapt and enhance
their practice. Managers take every opportunity to engage parents in their
children's learning. For example, staff recently delivered a workshop about
schemas. Parents comment on how the information shared has enabled them to
support their children's development at home.

m Staff provide meaningful opportunities for children to understand cultures and
ways of life different to their own. Each room has an 'inspiration area' dedicated
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to exploring the experiences of different children in the nursery. Children
develop a sense of pride in sharing their knowledge with their friends. All
children gather a deeper understanding of a wide variety of customs and
traditions.

B Managers and staff engage exceptionally well with the local community. This
gives children a rich set of experiences that reflects the environment they live in.
For example, children enjoy trips to the library and local shops. The nursery
holds a weekly play session for families in the community. This supports the
social development of all children.

m Children's transitions through the nursery and beyond are exceptionally well
planned. Children and their key staff spend time in their new environments prior
to moving permanently. Detailed information about children's interests and
learning needs is shared effectively between staff. This supports children to
settle swiftly and continue to make good progress.

B The management team are committed to supporting staff development and well-
being. Staff access numerous training opportunities to enhance their already
extensive knowledge. This enables them to offer consistently high-quality
learning experiences. The highly motivated staff relish taking on additional
responsibilities in the nursery. They enthusiastically discuss recent changes they
have made in the environment, and explain how this has supported children's
development.

m Children behave well in the nursery. They consistently display impeccable
manners and are kind and considerate towards one another. Staff support
children's understanding of appropriate behaviours exceptionally well. Children
and staff use a familiar character to help identify activities and resources that
could be hazardous. For example, when cutting vegetables, staff and children
use 'Buzz', the safety mascot, to support their understanding of using kitchen
equipment safely.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Management and staff demonstrate excellent knowledge of the signs and
symptoms of abuse. They understand their responsibilities to keep children safe,
and confidently discuss the correct process to follow when reporting any concerns
to the appropriate authority. Furthermore, staff clearly explain the process they
would follow if they felt their concerns were not being addressed. The provider has
robust recruitment and induction processes in place to ensure that all staff are
suitable to work with children. Staff ensure that the environment is safe for all
children and supervise them well during activities.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

220155

West Northamptonshire

10280615

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Full day care

Oto4

104
96
Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

RP900821

01604 702929/+44 1604 702929
31 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bees Day Nursery at Northampton Wootton Fields registered in 2004. The
nursery employs 21 members of childcare staff. Of these, 12 members of staff hold
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and above. The manager and two
other members of staff hold level 6 qualifications. The nursery opens Monday to
Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm, all year round. The nursery provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Antonia Campbell
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector considered the views of parents by speaking to several during the
inspection.

B The inspector looked at relevant documents, including evidence of the suitability
of all staff.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children during
activities.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching to assess the impact on children's
learning.

B The inspector and manager completed a joint observation of an activity to
assess the quality of teaching.

B The inspector held discussions with staff about the monitoring of learning and
development in the nursery and tracked the progress of several children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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