
Inspection of Dimples Seaton Carew
Dimples Seaton Carew, Warrior Drive, Hartlepool TS25 1EZ

Inspection date: 4 April 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children engage well in a broad range of experiences. The curriculum supports 
their interests and encourages them to develop new ones, across all areas of their 
learning. Staff take time to support children's independence through routines and 
their play. For example, children help to tidy away toys and pre-school children 
serve themselves lunch. This helps children to become confident learners.

Staff provide inventive opportunities for children to develop good physical skills. 
Children learn how to move their bodies in a variety of ways while using the 
climbing equipment and tunnels outside. They develop an understanding of how to 
manage their own risks while sliding, balancing, running and crawling. Children 
develop their fine and gross motor skills while using chalks on the pavement. This 
helps children to develop early writing skills.

Children settle well. They build strong bonds with the friendly and approachable 
staff. Young babies reach for cuddles when they are tired and reward staff with a 
smile. They crawl, reach and pull themselves up to acquire their chosen toy. 
Children's behaviour is very good. Staff are good role models and have high 
expectations for children's behaviour. Children are happy to share and take turns, 
with encouragement from staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager plans a sequenced curriculum for each room. She has a good 
awareness of the local area, and where families live, to ensure that all children's 
experiences are rich. For example, all children visit the local beach, shops and 
parks. In addition, staff provide extra-curricular activities, such as music and 
dance. This supports children's experiences and helps them gain the confidence 
they need to succeed throughout life. 

n Staff confidently use visual prompts and gestures, as well as spoken language, 
to communicate with children. They give children time to respond and check 
children's understanding. Staff introduce new words as children play with 
sensory materials, such as 'crunchy'.

n Staff place an emphasis on mathematics. They are trained to use a national 
programme to support children's mathematical knowledge. They use appropriate 
language as children play with sand. Children respond well to this and talk about 
the cup being 'full' and 'empty'. They count the bubbles they blow in the garden. 
They discuss the 'large', 'small' and 'round' bubbles. Children are beginning to 
recognise numbers throughout the setting. 

n Children develop a strong love for reading. They visit a local library, where they 
borrow and exchange books. Children are eager to select and choose books 
based on their interests. They know how to treat books with care and respect 
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and enthusiastically sit down to share books with staff. Staff provide children 
with books to take home and read with their family, which further promotes 
their language and literacy development.

n The manager and staff support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) well. Links with local agencies that support children with 
SEND are strong. Children receive high-quality care and education. They make 
good progress. Families of children with SEND are very well supported.

n Children have positive attitudes towards learning and focus for long periods on 
self-chosen activities. For instance, children persist as they make observational 
paintings of flowers. They discuss what they can see, such as the petals and 
leaves. However, sometimes, staff do not always recognise when children are 
fully engaged in their play and interrupt them to start group activities. 

n Parents' comments are extremely positive. They value the information shared 
with them verbally and electronically. They say that they have a real 
understanding of what their child is doing. Parents comment that staff are 
welcoming and professional. They add that they feel 'privileged' for their children 
to attend the setting.

n Managers use self-evaluation effectively to identify ways to move forward. They 
support staff to access training. They provide regular guidance and coaching, for 
example, through room meetings, peer observations and supervisions, to raise 
the quality of staff's interactions to support children's achievements. Staff feel 
they are supported well.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure knowledge of child protection and the procedures to follow if 
they have any concerns about children in their care. All staff attend regular 
safeguarding training to keep their knowledge up to date. Staff recognise the signs 
and symptoms that would alert them to a child being abused or mistreated. They 
fully understand the referral process. Staff are aware of the procedure to follow 
should an allegation be made against a member of the team. Staff carry out daily 
risk assessments of the premises before children arrive and assesses all activities. 
This helps to keep children safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider how group times and activities can be better organised to minimise 
disruption to children's learning so that it is meaningful at all times.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2623187

Local authority Hartlepool Borough

Inspection number 10281077

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 75

Number of children on roll 127

Name of registered person Bright Sparks Led Nursery Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP550412

Telephone number 07793539903

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Dimples Seaton Carew registered in 2021. The nursery employs 19 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 18 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
and above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are 
from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Dent
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector spoke with the staff and children during the inspection. 
n The manager and inspector carried out a learning walk of the nursery. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 

the impact this has on children's learning. 
n The inspector and a member of the management team conducted a joint 

observation of an activity. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the 

suitability of the manager and her staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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