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Exeter Mathematics School 
 

Rougemont House, Castle Road, Exeter, Devon EX4 3PU 
 

Inspection of residential provision 
 

Inspected under the social care common inspection framework 
 

Information about this further education college with 
residential accommodation 
 
Exeter Mathematics School is a state-funded sixth form jointly sponsored by the 
University of Exeter and Exeter College. The school provides education for young 
people who have a particular interest in mathematics, physics and computing. Young 
people attend from across the south west and can access residential accommodation 
to avoid excessive travel. At the time of the inspection, there were 40 young people 
staying in the residential accommodation.  
 
Inspection dates: 21 to 23 March 2023 
 
Overall experiences and progress of 
young people, taking into account 

 outstanding 

   

How well young people are helped and 
protected 

 outstanding 

   

The effectiveness of leaders and 
managers 

 outstanding 

 
The college provides highly effective services that consistently exceed the standards 
of good. The actions of the college contribute to significantly improved outcomes 
and positive experiences for young people. 
 
Date of last inspection: 18 September 2018 
 
Overall judgement at last inspection: outstanding 
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Inspection judgements 
 
Overall experiences and progress of young people: outstanding 
 
Students thrive in a welcoming and inclusive boarding environment. They say they 
would ‘absolutely’ recommend boarding at this college. Students like meeting new 
friends from different backgrounds. They value the dedicated support from boarding 
staff, whether this is helping them learn how to cook or navigating exam stress. 
They say staff are always there if they need them. Staff nurture students’ interests 
and help them achieve balance with their academic commitments.  
 
Students benefit from a variety of stimulating opportunities to expand their interests. 
Some students enjoy exploring the city or playing sports. Others like meeting as a 
group to play a variety of table-top strategy games. Students enjoy relaxing in the 
kitchen at the end of their day, sharing their news with their friends and staff. Staff 
support students to develop their independence in preparation for their future. All 
students cook on a rota basis and leave the provision with a qualification in food 
hygiene. Staff support students to cook for other residents, and to be more 
adventurous in what they eat. This builds their confidence and provides creative 
opportunities for staff to spend meaningful time with them. 
 
Students in boarding accomplish excellent education outcomes. They achieve results 
that support them to progress to university and degree apprenticeships. Students 
flourish as a result of a well-rounded education. Leaders embed opportunities for 
group working and public speaking into daily life. They encourage students to run 
their own clubs and activities, reflecting their interests. This helps them to develop 
leadership and negotiation skills. The voice of students is highly valued. The strong 
student council includes representatives who board, and their perspectives become 
incorporated into planning. Students treat each other with respect and support those 
who are less confident to have their voice heard. 
 
Parents say their children thrive in boarding and have access to a range of excellent 
opportunities to develop their social skills. They say that their children develop the 
skills they need to live independently and that staff achieve a balance between 
pastoral care and giving young people independence. Most parents say they are 
happy with the level of information they receive from staff and that communication 
is effective. One student’s parents have raised concerns about the level of 
communication and the support offered to their child. As a result of these concerns, 
leaders are undertaking a full review of communication and information-sharing.  
 
How well young people are helped and protected: outstanding 
 
Pastoral welfare has a high priority in the boarding provision. Since the last 
inspection, the college has appointed a dedicated pastoral lead. This person has 
close oversight and responsibility for boarding. Seamless communication takes place 
between boarding, pastoral and college staff. As a result, staff take action to support 
students where needed.  
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Students say they feel safe living in the boarding accommodation. They feel safe in 
the physical environment, but also in being able to express their identity. One 
student said, ‘There is no pressure on anyone to be anything other than themselves.’ 
Staff proactively support students to develop their understanding of important issues 
such as mental health and healthy relationships. Staff use research and data to help 
students learn about these issues, in a way that meets their needs.  
 
Staff confidently identify and respond to safeguarding concerns that arise. When 
students have gone missing, staff act immediately and robustly to reduce further 
risk. Staff work effectively with statutory bodies and other support services to meet 
students’ needs. Staff are proactive in seeking support for students. Clear 
information-sharing and partnership working happen where needed. Professionals 
say communication with staff is excellent. They say staff develop positive, trusting 
relationships with students. This helps to keep students safe.  
 
Staff recruitment follows the relevant statutory guidance. Staff maintain a safe 
physical environment, with relevant health and safety and fire checks completed.  
 
The effectiveness of leaders and managers: outstanding 
 
Leaders create and inspire a culture of acceptance and inclusion. As a result, staff 
and students treat each other with mutual respect. Leaders understand the social 
and emotional challenges faced by many of the students who board. The holistic 
package of support created in response is transformational for their futures.  
 
Since the last inspection, an additional member of boarding staff has been 
appointed. This has created a strong, supportive boarding team. They work together 
collaboratively to provide students with excellent opportunities. Boarding staff 
receive regular supervision with their line managers. In addition to this, they receive 
external supervision from a therapist to further reflect on their own practice. They 
say both are highly supportive to their development.  
 
A culture of learning, development and improvement is evident throughout the 
whole provision. Leaders seek regular feedback from students, parents and staff, 
and make changes as a result of these consultations. Boarding staff visit other 
provisions to inform their practice. Reports written following these visits show the 
learning and development identified. As a result of these visits, staff employ critical 
thinking and reflection into their own practice.  
 
The governing body provides a high level of scrutiny and challenge to leaders. 
Governors support the drive for continuous development through their oversight.   
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What does the college need to do to improve? 

Point for improvement 
 
 The college leaders should ensure learning from the review of communication is 

put into practice. 
 
 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
Inspectors have looked closely at the experiences and progress of young people, 
using the social care common inspection framework. This inspection was carried out 
under the Children Act 1989 to assess the effectiveness of the service, how it meets 
the core functions of the service as set out in legislation, and to consider how well it 
complies with the national minimum standards.   



 
 
 

 
 

Inspection report for further education college with residential accommodation: Exeter Mathematics School 

5 
 

 

 

Further education college with residential 
accommodation details 
 
Social care unique reference number: 1238047 
 
Principal/CEO:  
 

Inspectors 
 
Clare Nixson, Social Care Inspector - lead 
Clare Davies, Social Care Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects 

to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for 

learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the 

Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects 

services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under 

the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, 

The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and 
updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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