
Inspection of Fairy Tales Day Nursery
36 Chesterfield Road, Barlborough, Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 4TT

Inspection date: 29 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at this welcoming nursery. They busy 
themselves with their chosen activity and happily invite others to join their play. 
For example, pre-school children enjoy playing with dough. They offer their cutters 
to their friends and politely ask each other if they can share the different-coloured 
dough. Children are learning to be respectful of others and their resources. For 
example, staff swiftly intervene when they notice older babies throwing oats onto 
the floor. Staff explain that their friends may slip on the oats and hurt themselves. 
Children eagerly help staff to sweep the floor to make it safe again.

Staff provide activities which help children learn how to be healthy. For example, 
pre-school children learn how to keep their teeth clean. They draw dirt on pictures 
of teeth and practise brushing it off. Children develop social skills as they talk with 
staff about when they have visited a dentist. They recall from a previous story that 
too many sweets are bad for teeth. Furthermore, even the youngest children know 
they need to 'rub-a-dub' their hands to make them clean, ready for lunchtime. Staff 
ensure that all children have daily access to fresh air and outdoor play. Children 
use their muscles as they throw and kick balls back and forth to staff, push 
themselves along in ride-on cars and climb small climbing frames. This helps 
children to develop their coordination skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has taken a proactive approach in response to the last inspection. 
The necessary checks have now been carried out to verify that people looking 
after children are suitable to do so. This has had a positive impact as children's 
safety is now assured.   

n Staff support children's emotional well-being. For example, some children 
struggle to regulate their emotions. Staff notice when children are getting upset 
and skilfully intervene. They work with children to encourage them to use words 
and say how they are feeling. This helps children begin to understand why they 
feel the way they do.

n Staff support children's love of books. Babies babble to staff, as if in two-way 
conversation, as they look at the pictures together. Staff name animals they see, 
and babies respond readily by making the animal noises. However, on occasion, 
children's learning is disrupted. For example, toddlers' story time is interrupted 
by high noise levels as staff get the room ready for lunchtime. In addition, staff 
take children to wash their hands in the middle of the story. This disrupts 
children's learning and their ability to fully listen and engage in the activity.

n Staff are good role models and encourage children to share, take turns and use 
their manners. For example, when children have minor disputes with others 
during their play, staff suggest how they could ask for things nicely. Children are 
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praised for their kind behaviour, which sees them beam with pride.  
n Staff provide opportunities to develop children's small-muscle skills. This helps 

them to practise the skills they need for early writing. Pre-school children write 
letters. They use a variety of pencils and crayons to carefully write letter shapes 
and draw pictures which they then deliver to their friends. Toddlers eagerly paint 
sunflowers, using brushes to make circles and lines. Staff talk to toddlers about 
the colours and shapes on their pictures. Babies use wooden hammers to knock 
balls and pegs through holes. They notice that they have too many balls for the 
spaces on the rack. Babies learn to problem-solve as they move extra balls 
away.

n Children are learning to do things for themselves. Even the youngest children 
recognise the change in the routine and readily help staff to tidy away. Babies 
feed themselves at lunchtime, toddlers are supported to serve themselves food 
and pour drinks, and pre-school children put their own coats on for outdoor play. 
This helps children's growing independence skills.

n Overall, staff deployment is effective. Staff engage with children during their 
play to build on what they want children to learn next and to develop their 
interests further. However, due to the layout of the pre-school room, the 
deployment of staff means that, at times, children have limited support from 
staff to consistently extend their play and learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff understand their responsibilities to keep children safe. They are 
aware of the signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. This 
includes those who may potentially be at risk from radical views. Staff know the 
procedure to follow should they need to report a concern about a child or a 
member of staff. The manager ensures that safer recruitment checks are carried 
out to confirm the ongoing suitability of those working with children. Staff help 
children learn to be safe. For example, babies and toddlers are taught to hold the 
handrail and take care as they walk down the stairs. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n organise story time, with particular reference to the toddler room, to ensure that 
children are able to fully engage without their learning being disrupted

n ensure the effective deployment of staff in the pre-school room, in order to 
provide consistent and purposeful interactions for children which build on their 
existing skills and knowledge.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY216246

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10260762

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 73

Name of registered person Cupitt, Dale Martin

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905746

Telephone number 01246 810848

Date of previous inspection 10 October 2022

Information about this early years setting

Fairy Tales Day Nursery registered in 2001 and is situated in Barlborough, 
Chesterfield. The nursery employs nine members of childcare staff. Of these, eight 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, and one holds a qualification 
at level 2. The nursery is open from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are 
from 7.45am to 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susan Hyatt
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The deputy manager and the inspector had a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between the staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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