
Inspection of Hawes Side Nursery
HAWES SIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL, Pedders Lane, Blackpool FY4 3HZ

Inspection date: 24 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy in the care of engaging staff at this warm and welcoming 
nursery. Strong links with the local school are a key strength. Pre-school staff work 
closely with the reception team to ensure that school readiness best meets the 
needs of the children. This ensures smooth transitions for children when they start 
school.

Children develop a range of skills. They use their large muscles as they run around 
and climb up the slide outside. They regularly enjoy story books, promoting a love 
of reading. Children use a range of vocabulary, for example they describe the 
dough they have made as 'sticky'. They problem solve well, deciding to add more 
flour to their dough. Children use their small muscles as they roll out and cut flower 
shapes. Children use number skills well as they count the 'wiggly worms' they make 
from the dough. Staff have high expectations for what children can achieve.

Babies are confident and happy. They have the independence and freedom to 
explore their environment. Babies cruise around low-level furniture and crawl into 
the den. They are given lots of opportunity to develop their balance and physical 
skills. Staff respond quickly to babies' cues as they squeal and wiggle for more food 
at teatime. Babies have secure attachments with their key person and feel safe.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders act with integrity. Additional funding is used in a variety of thoughtful 
ways. This supports children's individual needs effectively. For example, 
mathematical resources were purchased for children who needed additional 
support. Progress is closely monitored. This means that all children benefit from 
support to help them catch up with their peers. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well 
supported by knowledgeable and experienced staff. Leaders have developed 
strong partnership working with the local authority and other professionals. 
Screening of children's early communication skills supports in early identification. 
Early intervention is implemented to support children's progress. As a result, 
children are supported to make the progress that they are capable of.

n Staff and leaders promote children's learning well. They build on what children 
know and can do to strengthen children's progress through the nursery and on 
to school. In addition, SEND children are offered an adapted curriculum that 
focuses on smaller steps to help them achieve. Children's progress is reviewed at 
least termly. This supports children to achieve to their fullest potential. 

n The staff are caring and responsive to children, they feel well supported and 
valued by leaders. Their professional development is an area of focus, and they 
have access to frequent training. This supports in offering high-quality teaching 
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and learning across the nursery.  
n Children are developing their independence and learn to make their own 

choices. They have the opportunity to select what healthy options they would 
like at snack and mealtimes. Within their play, children  develop their own 
interests and access the activities that they enjoy. They are becoming aware of 
the different choices their friends make and are beginning to understand what 
makes them unique. 

n Overall, staff manage the routine of the day well. Older children enjoy a calm 
and relaxed environment with a structured routine and warnings of tidy-up time 
and changes to the routine. However, times of transition are less well managed 
for younger children. Staff busily carrying out tasks are not always alert to the 
changing needs of children during this time. As a result, the environment 
becomes loud and can feel chaotic and the behaviour of some children can 
become more challenging.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and caring staff. Positive partnership 
working ensures that children settle quickly. Parents feel reassured through the 
information that is shared face to face and via the digital application. Children 
are also confident to share their views about the nursery. They happily speak 
with the inspector about what they enjoy. A firm favourite is playing with their 
friends. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children learn to manage their own risk and how to keep themselves safe. When 
asked why they do not rock back on their chair they respond, 'I could hurt myself.' 
The manager has excellent partnership working with the school and other agencies 
to ensure children's well-being is paramount. Managers are skilled at identifying 
concerns and ensure effective monitoring and information sharing. Staff have a 
good understanding about the types of abuse and the signs and symptoms that 
children may display. They also understand the action to take if they have a 
concern about a child being at risk of harm. Staff demonstrate knowledge of 
whistle-blowing procedures and the action to take if they have a concern about the 
behaviour of a member of staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to consider the impact of transitions and changes in routine on 
children's behaviour, particularly during lunchtime.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY362182

Local authority Blackpool

Inspection number 10283166

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 118

Name of registered person Sloane, Sarah Louise

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513659

Telephone number 01253 839397

Date of previous inspection 13 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Hawes Side Nursery registered in 2007 and is located in Blackpool. The nursery 
employs 14 members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate 
qualification at level 5, nine hold a qualification at level 3 and four hold a 
qualification at level 2. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 5.30pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jenny Burgeen
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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